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Executive Director’s Page 


It seems that no sooner do I finish 
one column for the Femme Mirror than 
I find myself sitting down at the 
typewriter and starting another one. 
There’s been a lot of activity dealing 
with Tri-Ess work. 


I wanted to publicly acknowledge 
that Phi Epsilon Mu in sunny Florida 
has made a contribution to Tri-Ess in 
the amount of $100.00. To quote the 
letter from Denise, Chapter President of 
Phi Epsilon Mu, "This donation was 
voted for and unanimously approved at 
our August chapter meeting, and is to 
be used by Tri-Ess for whatever purpose 
deemed necessary. The primary reason 
for this donation is to show our 
appreciation and recognize the expense 
involved in sending out printed items to 
the various chapters. In particular, I am 
talking about the Tri-Ess introduction 
booklets as well as other items such as 
the Clarion. Best wishes to all the 
ladies at our National Headquarters 
from us at Phi Epsilon Mu." JI have 
written to the gals at Phi Epsilon Mu 
and thanked them for their 
thoughtfulness. 


Deanna (IL-1155-B), who has 
worked so hard within Chi Chapter in 
Chicago as the Editor of 
newsletter, has decided to step down 
after many years of hard work in putting 
out an excellent newsletter each month- 
Chi Tribune - a newsletter which is one 
of the best seen anywhere. Deanna is 
an example of devoted sisters who 
spend hundreds of hours each year in 
volunteer work for Tri-Ess. I have 
known Deanna for many years and can 
testify that she is a super worker for her 
sisters in Chi Chapter. She will be 
sorely missed, although I am sure that 
Naomi (IL-1164-O), Chi Chapter 
President, will get her back to work in 
another capacity - soon. People like 
Deanna are too valuable to let retire for 
very long. Best regards, Deanna - 
you're terrific!! 


Well, I’ve been doing radio "talks" 
again. Since I last reported to you, I 


their _ 


have talked on 
KFMH in Davenport, 
Iowa. WQBC in 


Macon, Georgia, was 
nice because Erick 
and Chris were great 
hosts. In Victorville, 
California, I talked 
for about 20 minutes 
on KCIN. Thanks to 
Elizabeth on that 
program for helping 
pave the way. KRFX 
in Denver was an 
interesting station 
where I could talk 
about Tri-Ess and 
crossdressing. 
WS KZ in 
Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, allowed 
me to talk on that 
program. Max 
Stewart of WWEX in 
Bangor, Maine, was 
gracious to me when 
I participated in a talk show on that 
station. I had to get up a 5:00 A.M. (!) 
to do a program for KWTX in Waco, 
Texas. J had to really pinch myself to 
be primed for that program. 
Unfortunately, the time allowed was 
very short, but I did get information out 
to those who would be interested in 
crossdressing. And KBIV in Lake 
Charles, Louisiana, was helpful in 
educating people about crossdressing. 


I am working with someone from 
the Donahue Show, again, regarding 
doing something about crdssdressing. 
They get very particular about the 
TYPE of show they do on crossdressing 
now, because they have featured this 
phenomenon a number of times already. 
So I have to really work hard to come 
up with what they want on their agenda. 
Whether it will "go" is still up in the air 
(and that’s not a pun). I am also 
working with Stan Marvin of KKBB in 
Bakersfield, preparatory to doing ashow 
there. Who knows? Since Bakersfield 
is only 65 miles away, I might go there 
"in person" to do the show. 
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I wanted to comment on the library 
cards that many of you place in the 
index files in public libraries. I recently 
received a phone call from a library 
natron in Springfield, Missouri. He had 

‘en the index card in one of the 
,oraries there and decided to call this 
office. I also have been receiving a lot 
of calls from people all over the US., 
asking for information. Many times 
people will call and hang up when you 
answer. Then, about half an hour later, 
they get up the pluck to call once more, 
and then we talk for a while. I should 
keep a log as they come in, just to show 
you that the Tri-Ess National Office 
phone line does get around. 


As many of you know, I write 
letters to authors of college textbooks 
dealing with crossdressing. They are 
usually incorrect, and I try to set the 
record straight. To show you what 
value these letters are, I will quote from 
several of the authors to whom I have 
written letters: 
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From the University of Virginia, 
comes a letter from a professor who 
had written Understanding Psychology 
for college students: "Thank you for 
your letter regarding crossdressing and 
my brief (and rather uninformed, it 
seems) remarks in my _ textbook, 
Understanding Psychology, Fifth 
Edition. I apologize for any 
misrepresentation of the research on 
causes and effects of crossdressing. 
Please do send me references to the 
latest research, as I would like to 
present the material more accurately." 


From Clarkson University in 
Potsdam, New York, a letter from a 
professor who had written Sexuality 
Today for college students: "Thank you 
for your letter of July 14th, addressing 
your concerns about my textbook, 
Sexuality Today. I fear that the same 
inadequate treatment of crossdressing 
appeared in the third edition (1992) of 
my book as well. I particularly 
appreciate receiving your letter, because 
I have found it very difficult to find 


literature that gives a more 
comprehensive treatment of 
heterosexual crossdressers. I will be 


Tevising the book again during the next 
year, for a 4th edition. 1 will place your 
letter in the revision files. I would also 
encourage you to write a statement for 
the book, in which you describe more 
specifically the deeper reasons for 
crossdressing. Perhaps you could write 
your own story for us, and even include 
a black and white photo if you wish. I 
try to emphasize personal stories as 
much as possible in the book, to offer a 
feel for the great diversity within 
sexuality. I would very much like to 
have as accurate and clear coverage of 
crossdressing as possible. Perhaps it 
would also be appropriate to list your 
Organization in the appendix of 
resources. Would that be acceptable to 
you? < T try to list well established 
Organizations whose addresses, etc, 
won't be surge too often. I don’t 
want to send readers on disappointin 

trails. Feel free to send ee ai 
literature that I might use as references 
in the upcoming revision. | always 
appreciate such help, Again, my thanks 
for taking the time to write me. ] hope 
to hear more from you." 
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You can see that correcting college 
textbooks can be done and does have an 
important place in our sorority. I think 
of the many thousands of ccilege 
students who will soon receive correct 
information pertaining to crossdressing. 
But!! Think of all the -textbooks that 
deal with crossdressing in a negative 
fashion!! What are we going to do 
about these textbooks? We. can do 
something if YOU will inquire of the 
psychology department in a college near 
you of the name of some of the 
textbooks used by professors in their 
classes. Specifically, we need to know of 
textbooks that deal with human 
sexuality. Get hold of a copy and check 
the index under "crossdressing". Check 
what is written, and if it is incorrect 
(most likely), copy the pages dealing 
with the subject and send them to me, 
noting the name of the book, the 
author, and the location of the author, 
which is often indicated as a university. 
If the address of the author is not 
indicated, send me the name of the 
publisher and I will try to contact the 
author through them. You might want 
to copy the front page if you are in 
doubt. Now, come on, gals! Don’t 
decide to allow others to do the work. 
If you want future leaders to know what 
crossdressing is really all about, then do 
as I have asked. It’s not hard. If you 
are retired, you should be able to find 
the time. If you are employed, you can 
contact the nearby college in the 
evening. PLEASE!!! 


Well! 1 just heard from Stan 
Marvin of Station KKBB in Bakersfield 
who wants me to come to Bakersfield 
this Friday morning to do a special 
show they are featuring. Since I have to 
be in Bakersfield the evening before, I 
should be able to Stay over and be ready 
for the next day’s Program at 7:15 A.M. 
(UGH!) My Purpose in going to 
Bakersfield on the previous evening is 
to get some training for a computer I 
have. Tri-Ess has been gracious to pay 
half of the cost so that I can use the 
computer in the National Office. 


Lastly, as if I don’t have enough to 
do, I am enrolling at Fresno State ina 
master's degree program in the field of 


history. I’ve always had an interest in 
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history so NOW is the time to really 
become an expert. I had completed the 
academic work on a master’s degree in 
the education of deaf children in the 
late 50’s but I am no longer teaching in 
that field. I'll have to start over again 
in this new field. Wish me luck! 


I forgot to mention that those 
sisters in the Western US (and 
anywhere else) who want to attend the 
regional Holiday En Femme in March 
need to contact me since I am planning 
this event, now, with the cooperation of 
the girls of Tri-Chi Chapter. 
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Thank God For The Jeannettes Of This World 


An evening with Jeannette is 
something to be remembered. I mean 
after all who else could come up with 
the question, "If you are heading south 
from Dallas on Interstate 45 and are 
traveling at the rate of 1.4 beers per 
hour, how many beers does it take to 
get to Cut And Shoot?" I mean really, 
who cares? 


An evening with Jeannette reminds 
one of two things, 1) that one is not the 
prettiest woman in the world, and 2) 
that one is not the ugliest, either. But 
who cares? 


An evening with Jeannette reminds 
one of two things, 1) that it is OK to be 
late, and 2) that it is OK to be early. 
But who cares? 


An evening with Jeannette reminds 
one of two things, 1) nobody notices 
that you have on a brand new dress, and 
2) everyone notices that you have worn 
the same dress for the last three 
meetings. But who cares? 


An evening with Jeannette reminds 
one of two things, 1) That you are not 
the tallest crossdresser in the world, and 
2) you are not the shortest one cither. 
But who cares? 


An evening with Jeannette reminds 
one of two things, 1) laying out all the 
trimmings for "do it yourself tacos 
makes the best looking food spread in 
town, and 2) never serve finger food to 
a group of crossdressers with false 
fingernails. But who cares? 


An evening with Jeannette reminds 
one of two things, 1) always have a 
Prepared speech, and 2) always 
remember to forget the speech and ad 
lib. But who cares? 


An evening with Jeannette reminds 


one of two things, 1) always know 
everything you can about the subject 
you are going to talk about, and 2) 
don’t worry about knowing what you are 
talking about because nobody is 
listening anyway. But who cares? 


An evening with Jeannette reminds 
one of two things, 1) always be with the 
one you love, and 2) if you can’t, then 
love the one you’re with. But who 
cares? 


An evening with Jeannette reminds 
one of two things, 1) never be the first 
to leave a party, and 2) never be the last 
to leave a party. But who cares? 


An evening with Jeannette reminds 
one of two things, 1) it’s great to laugh 
at everyone else, and 2) it’s wonderful 
to laugh at yourself. But who cares? 


An evening with Jeannette reminds 
one of two things, 1) be sure you bring 
your own notes, and 2) be sure someone 
else brings notes for you. But who 
cares? 


An evening with Jeannette reminds 
one of two things, 1) make sure you can 
read someone else’s notes, and 2) if not 
have someone else read them. But who 
cares? 


An evening with Jeannette reminds 
one of two things, 1) always maintain 
your poise, and 2) if you can’t, then just 
fall on your face. But who cares? 


An evening with Jeannette reminds 
one of two things, 1) always be a friend, 
and 2) always keep your sense of 
humor. 


Who cares? The Jcannettes of this 
world care. The Jeannettes of this world 
remind us of all of our faults, and all of 
our blessings. They help us to maintain 
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our balance, to keep our sense of 
humor, and to be a friend. They keep 
us from being too serious, yet they 
remind us we are not a joke, either. 


I for one would like to thank the 
Jeannettes of this world, for without 
tem the world would be a very dull 
lace. They allow me to keep in touch 
with reality, and enjoy life to the fullest. 
So to all of the Jeannettes in the world 
I say thank you, and to myself and 
others I would say let us all try to be 
the Jeannettes of the world. 


BRENDA 


If You Are Moving..... 
Please Notify us of your Change 
of Address by writing to: 


Tri-Ess 
P.O. Box 194 


Tulare, CA 93275 


PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR 
NUMBER! 
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A Few Words From the Former Editor 
The Sexual Side of Crossdressing 


You can write this down as fact. You 
will never see a Republican candidate 
campaigning with a theme of "We need a tax 
hike"; you will never hear a Democratic 
candidate proclaim, "Social spending has got 
to stop"; a major league manager will never 
admit during Spring training "Our team 
sucks and we're getting worse’; and you will 
never hear the editor of a serious 
crossdressing publication admit there is a 
sexual component to crossdressing. 


Well, I'm not the editor of a serious 
crossdressing publication, so here goes... 


Debate Techniques 


It 3s understandable why most serious 
crossdressing magazines (not to be confused 
with the "Dress Me-Whip Me" genre) 
seldom mention sex as part of crossdressing. 
For years psychological studies have grouped 
the crossdresser with Tapssts, child molesters, 
peeping Toms, bestiality (sex with animals), 
necrophilia (sex with dead people), and 
numerous other aberrant sexual behaviors. 
By stating, "Crossdressing has nothing to do 
with sex’, we attempt to distance ourselves 
from these other groups (I've been told Tape 
has nothing to do with sex and you still 
don’t hear many good things said about 
Tapists). 


In debate training you leam never to 
admit partial fault or blame lest your 
Opponent seize that acknowledgment and 
beat your brains out with it. For example, 
let's say the debate topic is "Politicians are 
corrupt" and you must take the position: 
"Politicians are not corrupt” (lots of luck). If 


"pork barrel" projects enacted to help insure 
their reelection, or "Hey, they're not so bad 
compared to attomeys’, your opponent will 
take these admissions as weakness and go 


Likewise, we fear admitting there is a 
sexual component to i will give 
Our detractors the opportunity to say, "See, 
T told you they were a bunch of semally 
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perverted weirdos who should be locked 
away before they molest our women folk 
and/or our cattle”. 


Homosexuals were once grouped 
among the "perverts" until they obtained 
enough political clout to have homosexuality 
proclaimed a lifestyle rather than a 
perversion. Crossdressing may someday get 
off the "pervert" list, but not by fooling the 
researchers or the public at large. Gays were 
Straightforward in having themselves 
removed. Their argument was not some 
men want to wear lavender and work as 
florists. They readily admitted the sexual 
side of being gay. 


A Faulty Argument 


We justify our non-sexual crossdressing 
stand by stating: "Most crossdressers begin 
dressing when they are around the age of 
puberty. At that age, anything to do with girls 
is seuually exciting to the boy. By wearing 
women’s clothing the boy becomes seaully 
aroused because the clothes become an 
edension of girls. As he grows older, the seaial 
component lessens as the mature crossdresser 
experiences the freedom to express both sides of 
his personality--masauline and feminine. At 
that point, the clothes become an expression of 
his personality, not his Sexuality." 


Perhaps this is true, but there could be 
other answers, T’'ll admit it has been many 
years since the simple act of crossdressing 
has gotten me sexually aroused. Is it I have 
matured or is it I have just gotten older? 
They say men peak sexually at around 18 
years of age (I personally believe "they" are 
a, arene to score with older 

1). T 16 years or so, it’s straight 
downhill (What a depressing thought!). 


If Marilyn Monroe could come i 
her full glory, buck naked, and eae 
me on the first tee box of my home golf 
course and offer me three shots a side for 
$1,000.00 a hole..1 Might be able to get as 
ae as when I was 18—-but I doubt it. If 

also suggested she would like to make 
love to me but only after she did my 
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makeup and I was wearing a negligee she 
had bought especially for me....well.... 


I have talked to a number of fine 
couples in the crossdressing community who 
echo these sentiments. One wife explained 
the sex life she and her husband share ig 
wonderful but it is "wonderful times ten the 
night after I buy him a new nightie”, 


So, What’s the Point 


Why am I saying all of this knowing full 
well it will cause some crossdressers to feel 
uncomfortable? First, I don’t see sex as 
being evil, nasty, or bad. If two consenting 
adults enjoy sex while he is crossdressed, so 
be it. If a couple’s love life is more satisfying 
while utilizing sexual behavior outside of 
puritanical limits, so be it. After all, Ringling 
Brothers doesn’t buy all the trapeze 
equipment sold. 


More importantly, there are 
crossdressers being hurt by the lie of 
crossdressing being a totally non-sexual 
activity. There are numerous publishers of 
crossdressing books aimed at stimulating 
parts of the body well below the brain. 
These companies are growing. Someone is 
buying the material and the reason they are 
buying is it is sexually stimulating. 


What about the novice crossdresser who 
for years thought he was the only male who 
derived pleasure from dressing in the 
clothing of the opposite sex. He finally has 
discovered there are others just like him—or 
are they? He gets aroused from reading 
crossdressing fantasy literature or at times 
from wearing the clothing. Now he must 
wonder if he is some kind of pervert among 
the very people he thought were like him. 
Everything he reads in the Femme Murror 
tells him no other crossdresser would ever 
think of getting aroused from the at 
because crossdressing is totally devoid of se* 
This young crossdresser must be confused. 


My young friend, you are not alone. 


To: Editors 
From: Jackie IN-3418 
RE: Shopping, the Next Frontier by Heather 


I read with interest Heather's article on 
shopping as a crossdresser. Each shopping 
trip can be an opportunity to educate the 
general public about our society and to 
reinforce positive feelings about our activities. 


This can be best approached by 
shopping en homme. In this way there is no 
doubt as to our purpose and we will not be 
invading any woman’s right to privacy in 
dressing rooms. When crossdressers are read 
while using a dressing room, the negative 
perceptions and fears of women toward 
crossdressers are reinforced. 


While dressed en homme, I have 
approached many sales clerks and have never 
been turned away or refused service. Not all 
sales clerks are comfortable with 
crossdressing. Some find my request a 
source of amusement, but sometimes my 
approach has led to conversations about 
crossdressing, ... Jackie 


- ED NOTE: How right! Every shopping trip 
can be a window of opportunity to educate. 
I know this approach works. I have, on 


CD 


YOU DID WHAT ??? 


I've started a rival 
cartoon strip... 


| figure that no one will 
want to read CD after 
they get a taste of 

MY cartoon strip... 


Letters to the Editor 


Occasion, used it myself. The only 
consideration is one’s own degree of self- 
acceptance, and her own concerns about 
confidentiality and security, ... Brenda 


SHAPING THE MEANING OF 
SISTERHOOD 


A decade can make a tremendous 
difference in the life of a crossdresser. As I 
look over the time of my dressing, and 
compare how I must have appeared in public 
then to how I appear today, the difference is 
startling. During the past decade I would 
dream what the ideal crossdresser must be 
like and how to express the feeling of 
femininity. I remember trying on my first 
pair of panties, stockings, and heels. It was a 
great feeling inside, but I felt that I was alone 
in the world. Then I found a group within 
the gender community that enabled me to be 
a part of it and express my feelings of 
femininity. 


Since those times I have grown from a 
shy little girl inside into a forceful young 
woman who is seeking support from my 
peers. I am one of those who are able 
express their friendship, give advice, and help 
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others to better understand and learn the 
meaning of femininity through its expression. 


We are part of the gender community, 
yet also a part of the straight world. Being of 
both worlds, the crossdresser lives driven by 
his own expression of what is meant by 
femininity within his soul. Crossdressing is a 
small part of the two worlds in which we live. 
In order for the two worlds to come 
together, we must each learn and teach 
others how to express their feminine selves... 
the lifestyle that we live within. We must 
create a full life that is exciting, productive, 
and fulfilling, and serves to make our two 
worlds combine and relate as one everyday 


lifestyle. 


It demands our full participation to 
make complete our feelings of our own 
gender expression. As this decade moves 
forward towards shaping the future of the 
crossdressing experience, that future depends 
on the choices we make today. We must 
practice giving ourselves the things that 
sustain us as sisters in this society. We have 
the skills to do so; we must develop the will. 


I want to be a part of this new program 


and pledge my support to become a BIG 
SISTER to this society of sisterhood, and 


B y Shem Belmar 


read her amatuerish 


my demands ! 
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..if Sherri wants anyone to\ 


sirip...she ll have to meet 


fe 
.. you're right I'd 
ae send copies to 


the tabloids in case she 
tries to bypass me.. 
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help others explore their world of femininity. 
.. Tern NY-2130-W 


ED NOTE: It is so refreshing to see 
someone come full circle in their 
development. Shirley Kay, I hope you notice 
one more recruit for a big sister. Welcome 
to the program, Term. ... Brenda 


AN OPEN LETTER TO REBECCA 
Dear Rebecca, 


Tjust finished reading your article in the 
Spring 1992 issue of the FEMME MIRROR 
and I would like to say, your article was very 
interesting. I have not read the issue that 
preceded this one, but I will. It’s not that I 
didn’t want to, it’s that this is my very first 
issue, and I will have to borrow the Winter, 
1992 issue from one of my sisters. I don’t 
think I will have any trouble in doing so, 
either. Please don’t think I have been 
offended or I disagree with you because I 
don’t. In fact I think you said it very 
accurately, but on the other hand I do have 
some bit of a problem understanding how 
anyone can say that indeed a TS who is 
mamied and has children would have to give 
up their wife and children because they opt 
for SRS. If a couple love one another, why 
would or should they have to give up 
anything just because they are both the same 
sex? Think about it; there are many couples 
who have gotten divorced for some reason 


CD 


CAN YOU BELIVE THiS 117 
'M NOT THAT FAT !!! 
CAN'T WE FIND ANOTHER 

p CARTOONIST 2 
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or another and have found happiness with 
someone eke, be they male or female. They 
continue to raise their children in the same 
loving and caring manner as husband and 
wife. 


Is it just another way that society says 
"Hey, you can’t do this; it’s wrong? Two 
women or two men can’t be in love with 
each other and bring up children in this type 
of environment.” 


To me it is like saying, just because I’m 
a woman I have to Jove and marry a man to 
raise a family, with the morals of an 
upstanding citizen and a normal way of life. 
I don’t feel that way and neither does my 
wife. 


Yes, it is true, everyone says "The grass 
is greener on the other side of the fence”, but 
it might not be for everyone. You are right 
in saying "please think it through before you 
do something as serious as SRS, because 
once you have done it there is no turning 
back." Once you have had surgery that’s it. 
You are what you are, you have to live with 
your decision. No one else can. So please 
think of all your options before, not 
afterwards. 


Indeed we all have our own opinions 
and we have a right to them. Although I'm 
Not suggesting that SRS is for everyone, I’m 
just saying everyone has the right to decide 
for themselves and no one should be 
judgmental or to try to change one’s mind, 
Just because he or she doesn’t think the same 


Wait a minute Kay... 
it takes someone with 
a little talent and 
half a brain to draw 
a cartoon strip... 


People with a fuli brain 


waste their time 
drawing a comic Strip! 


Copyright © 1992 Sherri Belmar 
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way. 


Personally I don’t think there is ; 
wrong with any of us, whether we are Cp. 
TS’s, or crossdressers. We are all human 
beings with feelings and emotions that are 
eal. 


In closing, this is my own opinion and ] 
hope I have not offended anyone, and, if so, 
I'm sorry, J didn’t mean to. Thanks for 
listening. ... Terri TX-3552-L 


ED NOTE: Terri, you are right about 
everyone being different; however, J believe 
that we all owe our sisters the guidance and 
counseling necessary to view the entire 
picture of what they are doing with their 
lives. We all know too many horror stories 
to just sit by and say, "OK, it’s your life." We 
need to let them know we care, and are here 
to help them through this difficult time. ... 
Brenda 


Dear Brenda, 


] hope I’m not getting to be a nuisance. 
] think I wrote you as Editor of Femme 
Mirror. I do hope to submit a few things for 
your consideration, but that is not why I am 
writing you here. By the way I wrote the 
outgoing editor a personal reply to her 
remarks in the Spring F.M. J don’t want that 
published. 


I am responding to your HCDA article. 
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or any real talent wouldn't 


UNTIL NOW Il! 


I guess I’m confused. You say "We believe 
crossdressing to be an outward expression of 
natural inward essence of our total being, 
and as such us natural for us." You then go 
on to describe the twelve step program. I 
had a drinking problem once. I went to one 
A.A. meeting. I found that just to speak I 
had to say, "I’m J., and I’m an alcoholic." To 
me that was announcing defeat. I decided I 
would not be an alcoholic; I stopped drinking 
and never attended another meeting. I have 
had a drink since on occasion, but I know 
that I can’t buy a bottle and have it at home 
since J live alone. J can have a drink or two 
if I go out to dinner and I can control that. 
I don’t go to bars. 


So your discussion of the twelve step 
program (I never learned the 12 steps) 
makes it sound like your aim is to help CD’s 
who want to "kick the habit" to do so. Am ] 
correct? Alcoholics Anonymous is a group 
of people who know they are addicted to 
alcohol and can’t drink. Does this mean that 
some of us are addicted to crossdressing and 
need to stay away from it as an alcoholic 
needs to stay away from liquor? 


You mentioned a wives’ group so maybe 
your organization is to save marriages which 
might break up over CD by getting the 
crossdresser to give it up. I’m not clear. I’m 
not being critical or cynical. I’m sincerely 
interested. I'd like to correspond with 
someone about my own situation which I 
feel is unique. I went to a psychologist but 
he wants me to break the habit with positive 
and negative conditioning. We used to call it 


CD 


“reward and punishment." 1 thought this 
Skinnerian psychology went out long ago 
except for training rats. 


I've been pretty depressed this summer 
and would like to discuss my problem with 
someone who understands any aspects of 
crossdressing and sex differences. I’m strictly 
a heterosexual male, but because of my body 
(I have breasts which are very sensitive and 
fairly large) and my interests, I feel I am half 
female. I don’t want a sex change. My 
dream is to find a woman who could accept 
both me and my "better half" which is much 
more than clothing. ... J. PA 


ED NOTE: First let me say thank you for 
questioning what you don’t understand. But 
let me be the first to assure you there is no 
intention of trying to get anyone to "kick the 
habit." There are those of us who do 
understand it is impossible to change what 
and who we are. However there are certain 
self defeating behaviors in all of us that we 
can change. In the case of HCDA recovery 
to us is recovery from low self esteem - self 
hatred - self rejection - self doubt - confusion 
- ignorance - shame - guilt - fear. These are 
the self defeating behaviors we can change. 
We understand all crossdressers are at a 
different spot in the road of life, and that is 
OK. We just want them to know there was 
someone before them at the same spot in 
the road, and there will be someone after 
them. We want others to understand we 
support each other in our own quest for self 
fulfillment and understanding. I hope this 
will answer some of your questions. As for 
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discussions with others who understand, 
write to me any time and I will be glad to 
help you. Just state on your letter NFP and 
I will not publish it. .. BRENDA 


WHO IS KIKI 


Kik is really Bill, a member of Tri-Ess 
for at least 10 or 12 years. I still am a 
member of Chi Chapter here in the Chicago 
area, but now I just limit my attendance to 
the beautiful parties that Naomi has every so 
often. 


I can still recall vividly the relief I had 
when I first discovered there was a social and 
support group of heterosexual men that love 
to wear women’s clothes. It was a godsend 
to say the least. 


I am quite active in another cross- 
dressing group (we are "open”) here in the 
Chicago area called the Chicago Gender 
Society and many of our members are 
former or active members of Tri-Ess 
including our president. I am privileged to 
write a column, "Out of Focus by Kiki,” for 
our monthly newsletter, the Primrose. 


In addition, my friend Mary Ann and I, 
are now Hostesses for a monthly TV Show 
now called the "Kiki, Mary Ann Show!" on 
the Community Access Channel of the TCI 
Cable Network. We are in our second year 
and interview off-mainstream groups 
including religions, and present them in a 
positive manner. A few of our members are 
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the direct result of our show. 


J am well aware how long it takes me to 
put together my simple column and you gals 
on the Femme Mirror get my undying 
appreciation for the work you go through! I 
really cherish the Mirror when it arrives and 
Tead it from cover to cover. 


If you can't find a Chicago 
correspondent from Chi Chapter (I’m sure 
you will) I'd be happy to help. 


Congratulations for a great magazine 
and thanks. . KIKI 


ED NOTE: I just had to run this article. 
Jeannette needs to see it and reap the 
rewards she and Jaye have eared over the 
last several years. .. BRENDA 


MORE FRIDAY MORNING 3AM 


Dear Brenda, (girl, am I on top of it or 
what), 


Here we go, first letter. 


I differ from most CD's in only one way, 
@s near as J can tell. It’s not that I'm tall 
(ack) or hairy (Ack!), or square jawed 
(ACK), or stink like hell (ACK!!!). It’s not 
that I'm Jewish, or young, or a student. | 


CD 


} 

| 

i Dr Mueller 
| (a well known |i 

(nuclear scientist) 
| strolls into the 
| pet store where 
SVEN works | 
| 
! 


4S an assistant, 


He accidental1 
'Y drops his 
luck radioactive isotop. fee 


cops! axa) 
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think J differ only in that I've always told any 
woman with whom I was serious that I 


crossdress. 


Note: This is not the same as any 
woman I’ve dated, or been infatuated with, 
or shared an office with. But secrets are 
worth keeping only if they don’t impede the 
world, and when a woman becomes part of 
my world, I must tell her. I can only say that 
the results have been wildly encouraging. All 
but one were positive of my cross-dressing, 
most were turned on, and all were curious. 
None were abusive, antagonistic, cheap, catty, 
or, most importantly, blabber mouth. 
They've all kept my secrets, their discretion, 
and our mutual faith. Perhaps this will shed 
some more light on the ongoing "Friday 
Morning 3 AM" controversy. 


Perhaps this luck with confession has led 
me into a sort of ease with my "girl within". 
As a student, J can’t afford to live alone, and 
so she can’t come out very often, (mostly at 
Tri-Ess meetings and any flimsy excuse [trust 
me — even flimsy excuses are few and far 
between]). My pocketbook and lifestyle have 
ako prevented me from assembling much of 
a wardrobe, make-up kit, or wig. Still, one is 
creative, or gutsy or nuts, and does the best 
he or she can. Thankfully, thrift shops, Big 
Sisters, and credit cards (caution) go a long 
way. More importantly, I've just come to 
grips with the guilt etc., and treat the urge to 
crossdress with respect. 


At present, it is inconceivable for me to 
pass. Little practice, bad wig, and I’m built 


ed 
a nearby fish tank. . 5 oie 


I vill 
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like John Wayne. Still, I've gone out a 
public once (admittedly, after dark, to a Ty 
nightclub, then home). I weathered a fey, 
obscene catcalls. I weathered my own lame 
dancing, and I even weathered 
unflattering reflection amid the odd pointed 
finger and gap-mouthed stare. Conclusion — 
miles to go, but little to lose. 


Due to my living circumstances, I tried 
to change into mufti in a back alley at two in 
the moming rather than risk catching my 
insomniac house maid. While changing, a 
local black woman walked by the car, noticed 
me in red blouse, opaque hose and red 
leather mini-skirt, and said (1 think in all 
seriousness), "Dude, I dig your outfit." Score 
one for men’s lib. 


WARNING: DO NOT TRY THIS AT 
HOME!!! 


One last word. I’m sure most members 
of our community realize that there is both 
and age and race asymmetry. Most sisters 
are over 40 and white, and Lord knows that 
there are young CD’s out there of all races 
and backgrounds. While I’m still trying to 
come to a satisfactory explanation, I can only 
hope that more active outreach and better 
education can turn the tide, ‘cause most CD’s 
out there aren’t anywhere near as lucky as 
we. We really don’t honestly know how 
many of us there are, much less how to reach 
them. I keep thinking that the yellow pages 
might be the way to go (crank calls and 
psychopaths, yes, I know). Regardless, an 
attempt to understand the homogeneity of 
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the radioactive 
fish bites Sven !/ 


our group may be fruitful in a number of 
ways. Anyone with ideas, write me please. 
And as God is my witness, we'll never go 
hungry again! . JULIE CA-3304-F 


ED NOTE: This just goes to prove the 
point. If you feel good enough about 
yourself, and your mental attitude is right, 
you don’t have to apologize for who and 
what you are. But Julie, REALLY! Red 
leather mini? Let's face it, the girl’s got guts. 


Dear Brenda: 


Thank you so much for printing my essay 
FROM BEHIND MY MASQUE in the 
Summer issue. That piece was written after 
a long and careful consideration and 
meditation on the nature of my lifelong 
transvestism. It was in the nature of a belle 
lettre, and not as a thesis on the causes of 
transvestism. I should clarify a couple of 
things that apparently were not fully 
understood. The title of the piece was 
FROM BEHIND MY MASQUE, and the 
quotation with which it began was from 
Camille Paglia’s remarkable book SEXUAL 
PERSONAE. The quote was the text from 
which the essay was taken. It is a stunning 
book, by the way, and I will attempt to 
review it (a difficult undertaking) in time for 
the next issue of our quarterly. It is six 
hundred pages, delightfully written: a 
baccalaureate education on the role of 
gender in six thousand years of western 
history. It tells us a lot about gender in 


western culture, through an unorthodox 
analysis of our art and literature. 


T am immensely pleased with the new 
content of our publication since you took 
charge of it. I am especially pleased with the 
new emphasis on chapter formation for two 
Teasons: First, because I am in the early 
Stages of trying to form a chapter here in an 
area where open clubs are running strong 
and getting all the referrals. Secondly, and 
less personally, because it seems to me that 
its chapters are what a sorority is all about. 
As a renegade Sigma Chi I have some 
understanding of how a fraternity operates. 
My wife, by the way, is a member of Phi Mu, 
and her membership certificate says it is a 
fraternity, which is something I have never 
dared to pursue too deeply. In short she 
belongs to a fraternity made up entirely of 
women. 


I was especially pleased with the article called 
"A Chapter Is Born." I had just experienced 
some of the same difficulties with prospective 
members who say ’yes" and then don’t come 
to a meeting. I was about to throw in the 
towel when the quarterly arrived and the 
article re-inspired me. 


Keep up the good work! Best issue I’ve 
seen! 


I want to address some remarks to Jaye and 
will attach them below for you to do with as 
you please. Send them on, publish them, if 
you wish, or whatever. ... Sofronia Anne, 


He 


jeer TTI eaeU Ut dtInS Eg 
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ED NOTE: Thank you for the accolades, 
however: the chapter updates are written by 
Jane Ellen, and as I said before, we don’t 
write the articles; we just publish them. The 
better the articles, the better the Femme 
Mirror. ... BRENDA 


Dear Dr. Reviere: 


My essay, "From Behind My Masque” in 
the summer 1992 edition of the "Femme 
Mirror" may have struck you as an argument 
for a "fundamental thesis on behavioral 
conditioning.” It was not so intended! It was 
intended as an exposition of my reaction to 
the quotation from Camile Paglia with which 
it opened. Her remark struck a resonant bell 
in my consciousness and the essay was a 
rather impassioned and sincere outpouring if 
those feelings. 


You have brought up, in your editorial 
remarks, what seems to me a rather biased, 
if not polemic response to the sentiments I 
expressed. That transvestism is a result of 
behavioral conditioning in childhood may be 
a suspect theory. Theories are, by definition, 
suspect. That is why they are called theories. 
That conditioning in childhood has been 
clearly debunked is not apparent to me from 
the literature with which I am familiar. In 
fairness, I do think you must acknowledge 
that it remains viable as a theory, at least in 
some cases. Certainly it cannot be offered as 
a universal explanation of crossdressing, nor 
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did I intend it as such. 


1 take exception to your assertion that 
the vast majority of crossdressers are 
crossdressers IN SPITE of unending efforts 
Of society to condition them into the 
stereotype ‘man’ role.” My own attempts to 
understand the origins of crossdressing 
suggest that boys will or will not be 
conditioned against crossdressing by any 
amount of childhood experiences with it, 
while others will not be deterred from it by 
anyone's efforts to stop them from it. This 
whole question is shot through with 
paradoxes. It doesn’t need advocacy or 
partisanship. It needs research. 


The thesis you inferred from my essay 
was that all crossdressers are conditioned by 
family behavior. It will be a more accurate 
statement of my position to suggest that 
perhaps SOME boys are imprinted with it 
very early and thereafter no amount of 
Teconditioning by society will have much 
effect on them. In short, it may be argued 
that SOME of us get this way and, as you 

, Suggest, society can’t do much to change it. 


I protest your remark that the thesis 
which you have inferred from the essay 
Seems "superficially valid...” "but ..does not 
bear up under rational consideration..." This 
is beside the point. Rational considerations 
have no place in discussions of the causes of 
transvestism. Our whole peculiarity is Clearly 
not a matter of being rational. What we do 
is highly irrational, but nevertheless real, and 
mportant and meaningful to us. I don’t 


CD 
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think we are going to understand why we do 
what we do by trying to reason it out. Let’s 
face it, it’s entirely unreasonable, and we 
really don’t understand it at all. I don’t think 
we will, either, if we reject this or that theory 
because it isn’t rational. 


Rather I would suggest that we may 
arrive at an understanding of transvestism by 
being empirical. We need research. There 
are a number of possibilities which may 
underlie our curious need to masquerade as 
women. Granting that the need is real, 
persistent and important to our well being. 
I don't think that we generate new 
understanding of its causes by the kind or 
prejudiced comments you made in your 
editorial remarks. I don’t think we can 
dispose of conditioning as a cause by calling 
that idea irrational, nor can we dispose of 
any other reasonable theory, for that matter. 
Before you dispose of that theory I refer you 
to the item in the previous issue of the 
"Femme Mirror’, by Sister Hazel. 


I agree with you that we do not come to 
this world as a tabula rasa. There are, as I 
understand it, several factors which influence 
the bent twig; first there is the genetic 
roulette game in which each of us is involved, 
then there is the conditioning we receive 
from the outset in our family circumstances. 
In my own case, for example, I can 
document that crossdressing runs on my 
paternal side at least as far back as the Civil 
War. Then there is the conditioning done by 
Society, to which you refer, as well as the 
Influence of the milieu in the public 
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education system, and there are 75 
more factors than that to consider, 
the opinion of some, the time of year 
which you were born. According to fe 
the individual's status in the family hens 
- ie. birth order, is a factor. My point hee 
is, that at least until we have a lot more 
research data, that we must be open to the 
idea that transvestism in heterosexual 

may have SEVERAL CAUSES, 


even, in 


In the opinion of Leo Wollman, MD, 
the verdict is in on transsexualism. He says 
it is clearly caused by a genetic predisposition 
which expresses itself as hormonal factors in 
utero. He has seen more cases than anyone, 
and it would be hard to argue against his vast 
experience. In England chromosome 
abnormality is taken legally as prima facie 
evidence of transsexualism, but not here. 
The real relationship of transsexualism to 
transvestism is another topic on which we 
have more smoke than fire. No, I think it is 
far too soon to assume anything about 
causes. We need research - good solid 
empirical, statistical, clinical investigation - 
before we start asserting that this or that 
theory is "suspect" or that any idea has been 
"debunked." I really think we need to keep 
an open mind on this whole mystery as to 
why some men have this real, undeniable 
need to go about in frocks. I know I do, but 
I don’t presume to know why, except in my 
own case. I suspect there are others like me, 
and I would like to know more about that, 
too. 


PS: I sincerely urge you to read Camille 
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Paglia’s brilliant book SEXUAL TO: TRI-ESS (in general) 

PERSONAE. For my part, I am most THE FEMME MIRROR (in special) 

anxious to read your new opus 

"JOURNEY". Where can I get a copy? Declaration - There is no necessity to hide, 
not at all. Thus I haven't left my closet to 

Sofronia Anne MN-3264-G jump into another closet immediately. I do 
not hide behind a P.O. Box address; I do not 

ED NOTE: You bring some valid pointsto hide behind a pseudonym. Though my 

the table, worthy of real consideration and official name is Martin Krocher, my real 

deep thought. It is the viewpoint of this name is Eva Krocher, entirely and with no 

editor to not get into an ongoing debate on _ restrictions. I permit you to sign all my 

any subject, so, a viewpoint and an editorial _ submissions to any Tri-Ess publication with 

comment, and a return view will be the my complete name Eva Krocher. 

limits. You may obtain "JOURNEY" by 

writing to J. Reviere, 402 Hildred, Conroe, Sincerely yours, Eva Krocher 

TX 77303 ... BRENDA 

ED NOTE: As a matter of policy we parse 

all last names from the copy. Except in well 

known cases, it would be difficult to deviate 

from this policy. Jackie J. 
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Meet the People... 


Meet Linda 


Sigma Epsilon’s GF Leader 


Husband Jackie’s CD side was no 
secret to Linda when they were wed, a 
good many years ago. In recent years it 
was Jacque who called home during a 
business trip to report discovery of 
Tapestry Magazine’s many listings of 
well-organized support groups. They 
immediately contacted Atlanta’s Sigma 
Epsilon chapter of Tri-Ess and began 
attending its meetings. 


They praise the support and 
friendships that have been a definite 
win-win situation from the beginning. 
Both Linda and Jacque have been so 
supportive of the chapter’s members 
and its activities that not long after full 
Tri-Ess voting membership was opened 
to Significant Others, Linda was chosen 
to be Sigma Epsilon’s 1990-91 president. 
She was easily elected to a second term 
last Fall. Jacque’s professional know- 
how was enlisted as Treasurer, to nurse 
the chapter through its LF.GE - 
promoted commitment to co-sponsor 
the first sizeable southeast USA 
transgendered event, a Southern 
Comfort Convention, to be held in 
Atlanta during the Fall of 1991. As 
chairwoman Linda coordinated the 
efforts of numerous southeastern 
CD/TS support groups to produce a 
very memorable event. When she 
announced at Saturday 
night’s banquet that a 
Critique of Southern 
Comfort would be held 
following Sunday’s 
farewell brunch, a very 
emphatic voice from one 
of the 130+ attendees 
advised, "SKIP IT 
EVERYTHING WAS 
REALLY GREAT!" 


Linda’s _ leadership 
and wholehearted 
involvement have been 
legendary. Even when 
she is at her lowest ebb, 
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toward the end of an_ especially 
demanding week, she looks attractive, 
wears a happy face and has a good word 
for all. The chapter, itself, has grown 
splendidly in recent years, due to her 
efforts and those of the many veteran 
and newcomer, young and old CD & 
SO chapter members who so thoroughly 
enjoy working with her. 


Did I say work? That’s a misnomer. 
The focus is on FUN at Sigma Epsilon 
gatherings, from Friday night dinner at 
a good Atlanta restaurant (for early 
CD/SO arrivals) to Saturday’s after- 
breakfast wives’ session and the all- 
afternoon hospitality room social (with 
short business meeting) followed by 
dining & dancing plus Sunday’s farewell 
brunch in the hotel’s restaurant and 
lounge. 


Was Linda in need of major new 
commitments? Not likely. In addition 
to her role as wife she still frequently 
nurtures three young adult children plus 
an equal number of grandchildren and 
is full time an office manager for a 
nationwide business firm. Between 
second weekend Sigma Epsilon meetings 
she and Jacque periodically hostess 
social events at their home for a 
growing number of north Florida and 
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transient CD/SO friends who cannot 
make the trip to Atlanta each month or 
who just travel their way. 


What new challenges lie ahead? 
Linda was recently designated a Tri-Ess 
National Board Member and is already 
deep into new planning for Sigma 
Epsilon’s sponsorship of this year’s 
HOLIDAY EN FEMME _ 92 _IN 
ATLANTA NOV 11-15. She is also co- 
director of a developing Tri-Ess Wives 
and Partners Survey. Linda was recently 
elected to the I.F.G.E. Board of 
Directors and will be attending its 
meetings around the country. 


Linda should be at her radiant best 
during this November Holiday En 
Femme in Atlanta. She will have 
recently passed the chapter leadership 
reins to a designated other. Both she 
and Jacque may feel especially 
lighthearted then. 


ED NOTE: This article was handed to 
me during the I.F.G.E Coming Together 
in April. I had the opportunity to meet 
Linda. Since that time she has joined 
forces with Cynthia Philips in San 
Antonio as co-sponsors of the W.A.C.S, 
and they now publish the newsletter for 
that office. This is another of those very 
special wives. This article 
has brought to mind an 
idea. Those of you out 
there who would like ug 
“ recognize someone special 
in your group or chapter, 
send us a short bio and 
we will start a new feature 
"MEET THE PEOPLE". 
It would be a great way 
for more of us to get 10 
know more of you. 
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Postscript to a Love Story 


A little over a year ago I wrote, for 
these pages, a simple tale of love, faith 
and commitment. It was a brief 
chronicle of the life I had shared with 
my husband - a beautiful wonderful man 
who just happened to be a crossdresser. 
I never dreamed it would touch so many 
hearts or so many lives and, when I 
wrote it, I had no idea how far I would 
journey or how much my life would 
change because of it. For those who 
read those words and were affected by 
them, I would like to share with you the 
incredible road I have traveled since 
they were written. 


In September of 1991, on a spur of 
the moment invitation, I came to 
Houston to visit Tau Chi chapter for a 
weekend. I was deeply moved by the 
warmth of the people, their enthusiasm, 
their dedication and their vision. I had 
been ‘floundering’ somewhat since 
Betty’s death - searching for guidance 
and seeking a direction and purpose for 
my life. That September weekend, in the 
heart and the heat of Texas, I somehow 
sensed that this was where God wanted 
me to be, although I had no idea why or 
for what. It was an eerie feeling. I had 
no job prospects here and a home 
bearing a healthy mortgage and most of 
my family back in Wisconsin, so the 
entire idea seemed impossible if not just 
plain ludicrous. As I boarded my plane 
back to the Midwest I decided that, if 
this was truly where God wanted me, I 
needed to turn my entire life over to 
Him and ask Him to provide the 
answers, promising to do His will when 
those answers came. He was quick to 
reply! Within six weeks I had been 
offered a job in Houston and my 
daughter and her family had arranged to 
tent my house with an option to 
purchase! By mid-November I had 
moved, lock, stock and barrel to Texas. 
Talk about being scared...There I was, 
just a few weeks shy of turning 50, with 
few possessions, except my wardrobe, 
my television, my typewriter and some 
Sentimental treasures, in a strange city 


relying only on my unshakable faith that 
God wanted me to do this. I have never 
looked back and I have never been 
sorry. 


The members of Tau Chi chapter 
have become my dearest friends. My 
knowledge and understanding of the 
entire gender community have been 
broadened beyond belief. I have been 
to the Texas “I” Party, the I.F.G.E. 
Convention and, in November will 
attend the Holiday En Femme in 
Atlanta. My commitment to Tri-Ess and 
its philosophy of family orientation has 
become a way of life. One day a week I 
have the privilege of serving as personal 
secretary to the National Chairman of 
the Board and I watch with great pride 
as Tri-Ess grows in size and stature and 
pioneers outstanding new programs in 
both personal development and in 
outreach to the community at large. My 
new profession, one which I never even 
dreamed IJ was capable of, has become 
the most satisfying and rewarding work 
I have ever done. I have grown in so 
Many ways over the past year that it 
would be impossible to define them all. 
By trusting Him, God has blessed me 
richly with both direction and purpose 
and surrounded me with a loving, caring 
support system. 


Do I still miss Betty? Sometimes, 
yes...but each time I have the 
opportunity to reach out to a 
crossdresser or his wife, to help solve a 
problem or share a joy, I feel her 
presence.The experiences we shared and 
the things I learned from her provide an 
invaluable basis for working with other 
couples. Betty left me a wonderful 
legacy of acceptance, understanding and 
compassion that will always be with me. 
I miss having one special person to 
share my life with on a day to day basis 
and one of these days I will be ready for 
a committed relationship again. But 
that, too, I am willing to leave in God’s 
hands, and when the time and the 
person are right He'll let me know. In 
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the meantime, I am content to serve the 
community as best I can, in whatever 
capacity I am able, and hope that in 
some small way my doing so will make 
a difference in the lives of those I 
touch. 


Newsletter Editors: 


Please send a copy of each edition 
of your newsletter directly to the 
FEMME MIRROR, c/o Jane Ellen 
Fairfax, P.O. Box 1105, Alief, TX 
77411-1105. We would like permission 
to reprint letters and articles from 
your publication which are of interest 
and significance to our readers. We 
promise to give proper credit for 
anything we print. 


Many Thanks. 


-MIRROR Staff 


Are you asking, “Why? 

A new book just released on 
computer disks only by our Associate 
Editor: Jaye may be just what you 
need to read. Write her for more 
information. The addressisin the front 
of this issue. 


| Crossdressing With Dignity 
by Dr. Peggy Rudd 


Written by the wife of a crossdresser, 
this provocative book addresses 
the emotions that surface as 
crossdressers transcend 
gender lines. 


Available for $12.95 (US) from: 


PM Publishers 
P.O. Box 5304 
Katy, Texas 77491-5304 
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For the past three years I have had 
the privilege of moving about this country 
and attending many of the events that 
have been sponsored by national, regional 
or local support groups. These support 
groups are part of what we have come to 
call the transgender community, or, The 
Community, for short. In the beginning, 
I was no different from any other person 
looking for themselves. Like you, and 
thousands of others like you, I met many 
people who represented many different 
views, organizations, and forms of 
expression. While I never used a simple 
mechanical method, each time I met a 
new person or came across a new group 
within the community, I looked at them, 
their issues, and the life styles they 
represented in an effort to find kindred 
spirits with whom I could both identify 
and sympathize. 


At first, my efforts were quite selfish. 
I was a simple wanderer, looking for 
myself and my place. While in pursuit of 
this self-fulfilling effort, I found myself 
drawn into the activities and the work of 
the community. From doing simple, 
rather menial tasks, to Tunning workshops, 
I started to become a part of it, this 
community. But what, I have recently 
asked myself, have I become a part of? 
What, in short, is our community? 
Though I have heard this word, 
"Community’, thrown about in articles, in 
speeches, in debates, and in discussions, 
No one, to my satisfaction, has been able 
to convince me that we are, in fact, a 
community. Rather, I have come to the 
conclusion that we are a collection of 
disjointed groups and individuals who 
have only one issue in common, the 
gender issue, and no agreed-upon method 


or forum for collectively addressing it or 
dealing with it. 


For those of you with a really 
analytical twist of mind, the word 
"community" comes from the Latin word 
"communitas’, meaning “fellowship or 
common". As the word was passed down 
through the old French language and then 
over to Middle English, the word made it 
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into our language with several meanings. 
The ones that appear, to me, to apply to 
our community are: "A group of people 
living together as a smaller social unit 
within a larger one", and "Similarity, 
likeness". But neither of these meanings 
really fit our “community” as it now 
stands. This leads me to the conclusion, 
therefore, that we have no community. 
Let me explain. 


At the last "Be All" weekend in 
Detroit, Michigan, Dr. George Brown 
gave a wonderful keynote speech on 
Saturday, June 13th. In his speech, 
entitled "CD 2000", Dr. Brown used the 
results of his research to trace the 
evolution of the crossdressing community 
from its birth as a community in 1962 to 
the present, and made an effort to predict 
the future. Although he used the term 
"crossdressing", transsexualism was as 
Much a part of his address as was 
crossdressing. As I listened to him, I was 
fascinated by the clarity with which he saw 
the evolution of our community and the 
devastatingly simple and clear conclusions 
he drew from his study. In short, he was 
not only able to see where our community 
needed to go, but how it should get there. 
What appalled me, after I had thought 
about it for awhile, was that a relative 
outsider, a person that was not the head 
of one of the many support groups that 
duel with each other for primacy within 
the transgender community, had 
developed this speech or theory. 


Ido not wish to denigrate Dr. Brown. 
On the contrary, I applaud him. What he 
did for us in that effort needed to be 
done. What I find bothersome is that we 
did not, with all our collective skills, 
experience, and talent, develop a "CD 
2000" theory first. There are, I feel, many 
reasons, none of which are good, for this 
failure On our part. And it is time, I 
believe, that we look at them coldly and 
objectively. For, if we do Not, we will 
never be able to create that which we are 
Striving for: a community working 
together in harmony for the benefit of all 
people who have gender issues that need 
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to be addressed. The points listed below, 
are in no particular order of importance 
or precedence. Each one in itself is g 
contributing factor that helps to divide, 
rather than build, an effective community, 


THE MALADIES 


Competition among organizations. 
This, of all our problems, is the most 
visible and the most difficult to deal with. 
I have seen competition at all levels; 
national, regional, and local. Many of you 
have seen the same. For example, how 
many times have members of an open 
local support group actively campaigned 
to discredit a newly founded Tri-Ess 
group in the same location? How many 
times have you heard members of a TS 
support group mock the members of a 
CD support group? If you have never 
heard any of this, you are either lucky or 
you live at the North Pole! 


At the national level it is no better. 
We have at this time a number of 
organizations, each with its own agenda, 
bylaws, constitution, board of directors, 
publications, etc., all, in theory, working 
for the benefit of the transgendered 
people that populate this country. I have 
had an opportunity to travel to many of 
the conventions and events sponsored by 
these organizations. I have listened to 
their rhetoric, read their publications, and 
spoken to their leaders. For the most 
part, their words and ideas are well 
meaning. Unfortunately, far too much 
effort, in private conversations and in 
print, is taken up condemning the actions 
of individuals from other organizations or 
the organizations themselves. Now, since 
I am as guilty as anyone else of 
participating in this useless and corrosive 
pursuit, I know of what I speak. 


There is a need for diversity, for our 
community is a very diverse one. The 
transsexuals have many isues that are 
foreign to the married crossdresser and 
vice versa. There is no crime in having 4” 
organization that tends to the needs of 4 
select group within the community: 


Where the crime comes into play, in my 
opinion, is when a group pushes 
themselves and their agenda forward at 
the expense of another group and their 
agenda. This has happened, it is 
happening, and unfortunately, it will 
continue to happen, so long as we allow 
our national organizations to deal with 
each other in a win-lose manner rather 
than working for a win-win solution that 
would benefit all and not just a few. 


The problem here, unfortunately, is 
that there does not exist at this time an 
effective forum or method by which all 
the national-level organizations can come 
together to discuss and work on common 
problems and resolve differences or issues. 
Tri-Ess has its national event, Holiday En 
Femme, and a follow-up board meeting to 
discuss their issues. Outreach has 
Fantasia Fair at which it does likewise. 
IFGE attempted to create such an affair, 
but due to conflicts between organizations 
and individuals, the Coming Together / 
Working Together convention is not at 
this time an effective forum in which this 
community can come together and work. 
So what we have is a number of groups, 
to which I can add Boulton & Park, 
Renaissance, PPOC, ETVC, and Aegis, 
all of which have national recognition and 
a national voice, but none of which have 
common ground on which they can all 
gather to discuss their differences and 
develop a unified agenda that would 
benefit the entire community instead of 
the small segment of that community 
which each of these groups serves. 


The cult of the personality. This, of 
all the problems our community faces, is 
the most crippling handicap we must deal 
with. There are scattered across this 
country a number of people, some of 
them self-appointed prophets and 
spokespersons, who have been elevated 
onto pedestals or have climbed upon 
them under their own power, and who 
preach down to the members of our 
community. Now, let me soften this 
somewhat by saying that there are people 
who have given this community birth. 
People like Virginia Prince, Carol 
Beecroft, Merissa S. Lynn, Betty Ann 
Lind, Ari Kane, Lee Brewster, and many 
others suffered terribly and sacrificed 
Much to give this community form, 


dignity, and purpose. To each of these 
people, and the many I have not named, 
I give their due. 


Neither I nor anyone else in this 
community, however, have to grovel at 
their feet for eternity, accepting every 
word that rolls off their tongues as gospel. 
Too many people at the local, regional, 
and national level who have done much 
for the community have lost touch with 
goals that were once lofty and worthy. In 
the place of these goals, they have built 
themselves tiny castles and surrounded 
them with moats to protect the fiefdoms 
they built with their own hands. From 
their castles they hurl words, spoken and 
written, against any and all who they feel 
have come to rob them of a dream and 
vision to which they lay sole claim. 
Rather than work with others to train and 
prepare them to take on leadership roles 
within the community of the future, the 
lords and ladies of these castles cling to 
their own power and prestige, kicking 
down anyone who. dare challenge them 
and building about them a loyal core of 
mindless lackeys who will take their abuse 
and do their bidding. While many may 
say this is a bit harsh, I contend that this 
analogy is too frighteningly true. For 
those who doubt this, all you need to do 
is pick up some of the national 
publications circulating these days and 
count the number of poisonous darts 
being tossed about by those who are 
proclaimed to be the leaders of our 
community. 


War of the words. There is, it seems, 
an over-abundance of people in our 
community who have a burning desire to 
invent new words to define problems and 
issues that have already been defined. In 
the beginning, there were transvestites and 
transsexuals. That, for most of the world, 
was satisfactory. We in the community, 
however, felt we needed to educate that 
poor ignorant world and prove to them 
that "transvestites" and "transsexuals" were 
not only wrong words, but totally 
misleading. So we started, at some distant 
point in the past, an arms race of sorts. 
But rather than building new weapons, we 
built new words. Into the English 
language our self-appointed educated elite 
began to pour a proliferation of new 
words to define "gender dysphorics" that 
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would make the US-USSR arms race look 
like child’s _ play. Transgenderists, 
femmiphiles, "I" persons, genderists, 
crossdressers, F to M, M to F, CD, TV, 
TS, TG, androgyne, male lesbian, and a 
whole herd of other words and terms 
were created and unleashed to satisfy 
people’s desire to make themselves more 
respectable to someone else. In this war 
of words, we created a source of division, 
a division that separated rather than 
united our community. I make a point of 
this seemingly trivial issue because there 
has been more time spent debating and 
writing about this foolish pursuit of the 
perfect word or term than there has been 
in trying to deal with community-building. 
Again, if you find this hard to believe, 
read some of our community's 
publications and newsletters. 


The creation of subgroups within a 
subgroup. Those of us who have gender 
issues are already a subgroup within our 
own society. This brings us back to one 
of the definitions of the word 
"community": "a group of people living 
together as a smaller social unit within a 
larger one". Now, a reasonable person 
would expect that since we are already a 
subgroup, and one that is not especially 
welcomed to start with, we should do 
everything within our power to strengthen 
the bonds between us. We, all the 
members of the transgender community, 
should be working our hoofies to the 
quick in an effort to present to our 
society the most positive image possible. 


That, however, seems to be beyond 
our capabilities at this time. While this is 
lamentable, what is inexcusable is the fact 
that we are going in the opposite 
direction. Rather than seeking every 
means available to bind ourselves 
together, we are working overtime to tear 
ourselves apart. It seems every person 
not only wants to have her own little 
castle and group, she wants her own little 
well-defined special interest group. We 
have, for example, the male-to-female 
transsexuals. They have their agenda, 
meet at their appointed times and places, 
and discuss their issues and needs. 
Alongside them, we have the 
female-to-male transsexuals. They have 
their agenda, meet at their appointed 
times and places, and discuss their issues 
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and needs. Off in another corner, we 
have the married, heterosexual 
crossdressers with their agenda, meeting at 
their appointed times and places where 
they hold discussions concerning their 
issues and needs. Somewhere around the 
corner are the female-to-male 
crossdressers, endeavoring to find their 
place to go off and deal with their agenda. 
Spread across this whole landscape here 
and there are the  transgenderists, 
androgynes, fetishists of every size, shape 
and variety, and any number of other 
subgroups you can imagine. In short, we 
have a pulling apart, and not a pulling 
together. 


This, of course, is only natural, for 
when there is no respected leadership to 
follow or a caring community that can 
deal with their needs, people will wander 
off on their own and create associations, 
no matter how fragmented, small, and 
narrow of view, that will fill their needs. 


Arguments for the sake of argument. 
Among the selected few who have their 
hands on the handle of the printing 
presses within our community, there are 
some who enjoy creating and perpetuating 
arguments, feuds, and conflict. Some call 
it "yellow journalism". I would prefer to 
think of it as simply people seeking a 
forum in which they can demonstrate 
their command of the written language to 
push forth their thoughts and ideas, 
tegardless of how foolish or worthless 
they may be, consequences be damned, 
just for the sake of arguing. In short, 
many of those people in our community 
who write, edit, and (in theory) lead us, 
waste more time hacking away at 
Opposing groups or individuals than they 
do attempting to bring us together. Witty 
little zingers that slash across a person’s 
soul are, to some, more important than 
words that can heal us together. If we 
were to take all the print wasted in 
character assassination and devote it to 
community-building, we just might have 
something. Unfortunately, so long as we 
have people who prefer the poetic kill 
over the binding of wounds, we will all 
suffer. 


SOME THOUGHTS ON SOLUTIONS 
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I have, by this time, offended many. 
That you are still reading at this point 
shows that maybe there is hope for us, OF 
perhaps you find some merit in my 
observations. Perhaps we can aspire to 
the theory that Dr. George Brown 
forwarded in his "CD 2000" speech. But, 
I ask, what can we do? What must we 
do? I offer some thoughts. 


I will aim high, at the national 
organizations, for they are, at this time, 
the fewest in number and easiest to gather 
together. I ask that those of you who are 
leaders of national or major regional 
organizations to open correspondence 
with each other. This approach, after all, 
was how the 13 separate colonies took 
their first tentative steps toward unity in 
the mid-1700’s. Talk to one another. I 
mean really talk. For once, drop your 
thetoric and past distrust and talk with 
your heart. Exchange ideas and thoughts, 
and, most important of all, accept the 
thoughts and ideas of those writing to 
you. Though I know it will be hard for 
some of you to push aside animosities, 
and in some cases, hatred, you must if 
communications are to be open and 
meaningful. Tell each other what you see 
and what you truly believe, in your heart 
and soul. Perhaps you may find that your 
differences are not that great. 


Next, we must come together. We 
must have a true and effective gathering 
where we can talk, discuss, and work 
together. As the Vice-Chair of IFGE, I 
would like to invite all of you who 
consider yourselves to be leaders within 
our community to come to Philadelphia 
next March. Let us come together and 
talk. Though this smacks of 
self-promotion for IFGE, I can think of 
no other event or place where such a 
gathering can take place at this time. The 
Shae dream, shared by many, and not 

one, was just for this very pu b 
Perhaps this year, when ie cee 
Philadelphia just as our forefathers did in 
1775 during a time of great crisis, we can 
Overcome the many problems that face 
our community and forge an effective 
Program that will allow us to work 
together. 


For those of you who see it i 
1 merit 
coming to Philadelphia in March of 1993, 
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let us use the Congress of Reps, that 
political football much maligned of late 
and little understood, as our forum 
Alison Liang, a person of great strength 
and courage, is working hard to make the 
Congress an effective tool for the 
community as a whole and not just for 
the few. Its success, or failure, is in our 
hands, our collective hands. Perhaps, if 
you believe in it, this would be a good 
time to come and make the Congress of 
Reps what it should be, a forum for the 
entire community. 


If, due to personal grievances, you 
find that you cannot bring yourself to 
attend an IFGE affair, then perhaps we 
can hold a meeting of the community's 
leadership in a neutral spot. The location, 
after all, is unimportant. What is 
important, what is critical, is that 
somewhere, somehow, those who claim 
they are the leaders of our community 
come together, sit down together, and talk 
with open hearts and open minds. 


Some will call me a fool. Perhaps I 
am. Perhaps I am a fool for speaking out 
like this. But I think not. If there is any 
truth in what I said, those of you who 
have the good of the community in your 
heart will find some of that truth and, 
perhaps, a little merit in what I have said. 
If you do, please talk to me, talk to 
others, and let’s start doing something, 
together, to make this community a real 
community. Thank you for your time. 


TAU-CHI'S 
BRENDA THOMAS 
aka 
TOM RAINER C.I. 


Individual - Family - Group Counseling 
for 


Alcohol - Drug Abuse - Gender Identity 


The Counseling Offices of 
SHARON STONE & ASSOC 


3935 Westheimer Sto 210 
Houston, Texas 77027 
713-623-6081 
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A very special letter from Boulton & Park Society to Jane Ellen Fairfax. 


She would like to share it with the rest of Tri-Ess: 


October 3, 1992 


Dear Jane Ellen, 


It is with great pride that we wish to convey to you and the members of the Tri-Ess National Board 
a recent initiative taken by Boulton & Park Society members to support the Tri-Ess sponsored Spouses and 
Partners International Conference for Education (SPICE). Although Boulton & Park is not affiliated with 
Tri-Ess, we believe that the SPICE initiative is one that the entire transgender community should actively 
support. To that end Boulton & Park Society membership voted affirmatively to contribute $10 for each 
spouse or partner who attends the 1993 Texas "I’ Party. We anticipate exceeding the number of spouses 
or partners attending the 1992 "I’ Party (76), and as an interim measure we elected to provide an 
immediate contribution of $300 to the SPICE operating fund. This amount of course covers the first 30 
spouses/partners who register. We already have 15 registered. We will try to provide additional funds at 
regular intervals as more spouses/partners register for the 1993 “I” Party. The final contribution will be 
made in March 1993. Boulton & Park members also affirmed a motion to make an additional $200 grant 
to the SPICE operating fund from our group’s Outreach and Education fund. This provides as initial total 
contibution of $500 to SPICE. 


The Boulton & Park Society hopes that this action will send a clear message to the entire 
transgender community concerning cooperation and working together to achieve common goals. We 
believe support for our spouses and partners is an imperative common goal, and congratulate Tri-Ess 
National for taking the initiative in this regard. We also hope that our support of SPICE will send a clear 
signal to the entire Tri-Ess National Board and membership concerning financial support of SPICE. 
SPICE is important, and half-measures will not suffice when it comes to fully supporting this initiative. 


Our best wishes to Tri-Ess for a productive and successful first SPICE in 1993! 


Sincerely, 
/Tere Frederickson/ 
for the members of The Boulton & Park Society 


‘W.A.C.S., In Conjuction with 
TRI-ESS presents...... S.P.1.C.E. 
(Spouses / female Partners International Conference for Education) 
P.O. Box 17, Bulverde, TX 78163 (512) 438-7604 


Dallas Texas July 9th and 10th, 1993 Registration $95 
(Includes: Seminars, 2 luncheons, 2 dinners, & Sunday Brunch) 


ALL wives/female partners from around the world are invited! (You do not 


have to be affiliated with an organization to register.) 
Your husband or partner is invited, but NO CROSSDRESSING WILL BE 
PERMITTED! 
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The Awakening of Teamwork 


Pittsburgh Steelers 29, Houston Oilers 24. 


After the first week of pro 
football, the Oilers, supposedly 
Super Bow! bound, find themselves 
winless. Oh, you can blame the 
coaches - people do. Or the 
referees. Or bad luck. But why did 
the Oilers really lose? The real 
reason was lack of team spirit. 
Three Pro Bowlers thought personal 
concerns more important than the 
good of the team. "What can the 
Oilers do for me?" they asked. 
Others had held out too long to 
become conversant with the 
playbook. Failure to grasp the plan 
manifested itself in communications 
breakdowns, botched assignments, 
and busted plays. The coaches 
could really do little about it. The 
essence of any team is the strength, 
condition, and attitude of its 
players. So it is with Tri-Ess. 


Like any football team, Tri-Ess 
counts its strength in its chapters 
and members - its players. Yes, its 
leaders wrote the playbook, defining 
its vision and overall plan. For 
years, however, chapters have 
tended to look inward, focusing on 
local concerns. If only they could 
understand what they and the 
National could accomplish together! 
What a team we could become! At 
last, there are Signs of Stirring. Our 
team is beginning to jell! 


Our chapters are Starting to get 
into playing shape. Over the last 
year several chapters have informed 
members that they must either 
become part of the National team 
or be cut. One hears of chapters 
talking about "committment to 
National" and "100% Participation", 
Some chapters are already 
communicating the signals of their 
needs. Already Eta Tau Chapter 
has submitted to the Board two 


petitions to make the Membership 
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Directory and the Holiday En 
Femme more affordable. New ideas 
are going into the playbook. 
Joanna, Quarterback of the Sierra 
Silver Belles, is proposing a regional 
meeting where chapter leaders may 
meet and exchange ideas. Robin, of 
Sigma Epsilon and Mu Sigma, has 
called the biggest locker room 
meeting of all. Each chapter is to 
send a representative to a special 
Congress, to organize ideas and 
devise new programs. Aware that 
griping is the last refuge of a 
stagnant mind, Robin is taking steps 
to insure the meeting will be 
creative and constructive. Tri-Ess 
can look forward to emerging from 
that meeting with sounder 
fundamentals and maybe even a 
little razzle-dazzle! 


Our chapters are beginning to 
execute. Members of Tau Chi have 
carried the new Boys-R-Us and 
HCDA programs for a big gainer. 
Chi Chapter has taken the handoff 
on the Directory. Pat and Shirley 
Kay’s Delta Chapter has taken the 
Pitchback on the Big Sister 
Program, and look to be in the open 
field. On the Mirror, Brenda has a 
strong staff blocking for her and the 
lineman register 1100 sacks 


every 
quarter! Eta Tau is ploughing 
ahead with its pamphlets, and 


Kappa Gamma Mu is going to the 
air with its newsletter collection. 
All these efforts need more workers 
to beef up the line. For the team is 
not just a few coaches. We, the 
members, are the National. 


This is not t 
for the playoffs. 
Still grouse about Pp 
every chapter are 
Personal agendas 
efforts to move the 
however, the Spirit 


© say we’re ready 
Some holdouts 
aying dues. In 
a few whose 
interfere with 
ball. Steadily, 
of whine js 
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by Jane Ellen Fairfay 


yielding to the spirit of shine. 4 
team spirit is developing, as 
chapters realize our basic unity of 
purpose. Such new chapters as 
Sierra Silver Belles and Omega 
Alpha dare to aspire to hostess the 
Holiday. Chapters are bonding, not 
only in friendship, but in a little 
good-natured rivalry. When Linda 
Peacock heard that Tau Chi had 
scored a $162 touchdown for the 
SPICE Conference, she was in no 
way daunted. Rallying her team, 
she exhorted, "All right! Let’s beat 
Tau Chi!" This is the kind of rivalry 
we need. No matter who "wins", 
there are no losers. 


Go, team! 
Bowl! 


On to the the Super 


Chapters In The News 


Dateline: Chicago 


The results are in on Naomi’s 
"Completely Confidential and 
Totally Unscientific Survey" on the 
make-up of Chi Chapter. Although 
not much data was accumulated on 
eye shadow, base, and concealer, 
Naomi came up with an interesting 
picture of the composite Chi 
Chapter Crossdresser. According to 
her survey, the typical Chi Chapter 
Crossdresser is as follows: 

Average Age: ....... 46 years 
First crossdressing experience: 
ooogcodo Good GUC RU MO 9.4 years 
Frequency of dressing: 

soph os ONS 7.3 times per month. 


Family status: 


Married®*-eecrcn cence erie 62% 
Divorcedaaminn nein en ier 17% 
Never been married ....... 21% 


Number of children: 2.7 per father 
Grandparent: 


grandparents ............ 23% 
Number of grandchildren .... 3.8 
Height: cwerserenccto ccc: 5’10" 
Weight: ....... 176-1/2 pounds 
Dressisize? a. 16 to 18 
SINS GHB ooacovsdaceonso 11 
TA OR oa eatoonedn 38B to C 


Over the past two years Chi 
Chapter has developed a _ very 
successful couples’ group. At their 
August meeting the topic of 
discussion was Deborah Tannen’s 
Number 1 best-selling book, You 
Just Don’t Understand. Deanna 
Johns, who spearheads this effort, 
describes it as "an opportunity for 
couples to share their growth in 
dealing with the issues of 
communication in a marriage where 
one spouse is a crossdresser." 
These sessions, which are led by a 
moderator, last about two hours. 
The only cost is $10 per couple, to 
compensate the facilitator. This is 
a program that should be considered 
by every Tri-Ess chapter. 


Dateline: San Antonio 

Eta Tau Chapter has become the 
first chapter to send Petitions to the 
Board of Directors. There are two 
Petitions favoring a more affordable 
Holiday En Femme and a more 
economical Membership Directory. 
They were couched in the most 
positive and constructive language. 
It is so heartwarming to receive this 
input from one of our chapters. It 
would be nice to receive even more. 


Also from Eta Tau comes some 
timely advice from Cynthia Phillips 
on dating, be it with girl friend or 
wife. Taking her readers through a 
night on the town, Cynthia proposes 
the following ground rules: 1) You 
are leaving the house together. Do 
not open her car door for her. You 
may unlock it from her side, but 
just leave it ajar. Remember to 
keep smiling, as you want her to be 
comfortable. 2) You arrive at the 
restaurant. She is quite capable of 
getting out of the car without your 
help. Walk together (not holding 
hands) and talk to each other. 
Remember, women go out with 
other women because they truly 
enjoy their company. Women love 
to talk and laugh, so don’t be so 
serious. 3) When you get to the 
main door, whoever gets there first 
can open it. Don’t rush in ahead of 
her and slam the door in her face. 
Women don’t do that to each other. 
Women often hold doors open for 
other women. 4) If you are not 
comfortable with your femme voice, 
let her ask for a table. You might 
have her add that she would like a 
corner table away from the crowd, 
as you both have "a lot of catching 
up to do". (Keep smiling!) 5) 
Don’t pull her chair out for her. 6) 
When you receive your menu, you 
might have something simple, and 
either let her order for you or just 
smile and say, "The same, please." 
(If your voice isn’t too deep you can 
pass by talking in a softer tone.) 7) 
When you are ready to eat, 
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REMEMBER, keep one hand in 
your lap and take SMALL bites. 
Do not guzzle your drinks! Do not 
put your napkin in your collar! Do 
not hunker down over your food. 
Sit straight! 8) If your voice is not 
soft and sweet, please talk in a 
lower tone. Otherwise you may 
attract the attention of the entire 
restaurant. 9) Don’t feel you have 
to impress your date with the fact 
that you’re a real man. Save that 
for later when you’re alone. 10) 
When it comes time to pay the bill, 
don’t leave her stuck with it. Simply 
tell the waiter, "My treat!" (again, 
smiling). 11) You have gotten 
through a wonderful meal. Now, all 
you have to do is get up and leave. 
Just make sure your shoes are on 
the right feet, and casually walk out. 
It doesn’t matter who goes first, just 
remember to smile. Bon apetit, 
ya'll! 


Dateline: Denver 

The ladies of Delta Chapter 
have generated a creative idea with 
regard to the Membership 
Directory. Delta Chapter will 
supply the Directory staff with 
profiles of its members. The 
chapter will provide profile forms 
for members to complete and mail 
back to Delta Chapter’s address. 
The leadership of Delta will compile 
all the profiles in a standard format 
and forward them on to Chicago. If 
all our chapters would follow 
Delta’s lead, Deanna’s job would be 
made a lot simpler. First, by 
directly encouraging participation at 
the local level, there will be a 
greater percentage of the 
membership with profiles in the 
Directory. Second, the profiles will 
be submitted in a form that will 
save Deanna and her cohorts the 
laborious job of typing them up. 
Since the Directory staff organizes 
the profiles on a state-by-state basis, 
this will greatly shorten the 
organizational process. 
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Dateline: Elyria, Ohio 


Cleveland Plain Dealer 
editor, 
comments on 


McCue, the 
fashion 
following 

care of 


From Janet 


the 
taking 


come 


pantyhose, reprinted in La Femme 
Silhouette: 


* 


Start off by always buying the 
correct size. Refer to the charts 
on the pantyhose packages and 
get the size you actually are - 
not the size you wish you were. 
Pantyhose that contain some 
percentage of Spandex yarns are 
usually more durable and 
comfortable and will probably fit 
better as well, than those of 
100% nylon. 

Remove jewelry (rings, watches, 
bracelets) before putting on 
pantyhose. 

Make sure fingernails and 
cuticles are smooth and toenails 
are short. Always work with the 
flat part of your fingers. 
(Wearing special hosiery gloves 
or plain white cotton gloves is a 
good idea.) 

After every wearing, hand-wash 
each pair separately in cold or 
lukewarm (never hotter) sudsy 
water and rinse; if you want to 
throw them in to the washing 
machine, put them in a mesh 
laundry bag and use the gentle 
cycle. (Many manufacturers 
Suggest using Woolite or a 
similar product that’s gentle, pH 
balanced and contains no 
bleach, because Tepeated 
dunkings in ordinary alkaline 
detergents can damage delicate 
fibers. 

Never launder Pantyhose in 
chlorine bleach - not even if 
they're white or ivory. It 
weakens nylon and Spandex and 
causes yellowing. 

After washing them, dry them 
flat rather than hanging them 
up, which tends to stretch them 
out of shape. Or, again, place 
them in the mesh bag and put 
them in the dryer with low heat. 
Don’t keep pantyhose in the 
Same drawer with items that 
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could snag them; i.e., belts, 
purses, jewelry. Store them ina 


i t 
small plastic bag (mos 
pantyhose are packaged with 
one). 


* Avoid standing directly behind a 
car muffler, as chemicals in the 
exhaust weaken fibers in 
pantyhose. . : 

* Giving pantyhose a light spritz 
of spray starch after drying 
often helps them resist runs. 

* No matter what your mother 
told you, freezing pantyhose will 
not increase their longevity. 

Dateline: Central Florida 
In August the ladies of Phi 

Epsilon Mu celebrated their fifth 

anniversary. They published a 

special edition of their newsletter in 

which they supplied a history of 
their chapter. Those five years have 
been highly successful. At their 

May 2nd meeting Phi Epsilon Mu 

broke all previous attendance 

records with a total of 48 persons 

present. There were 34 sisters, 13 

partners, and one mother. By 

reading the Phi Epsilon Mu 
newsletters I journeyed through the 
summer with them. It was easy to 
teflect on why their chapter has 
been so successful. First, Phi 

Epsilon Mu follows the usual 

formula for a successful Tri-Ess 

chapter, standing faithfully by the 

Tri-Ess family-oriented method. At 

the same time they are maintaining 

a very light-hearted, friendly, fun 

atmosphere that is almost a sine qua 

non for a dynamic group. The 
whole Phi Epsilon Mu newsletter 
exudes an atmosphere of caring. 

They are really a chapter that works 

together on everything from 

contributing covered dishes to feasts 
to working on chapter projects. 

Personal ads in the newsletter 

Temarked on before in this column, 

reinforce this personal, caring, 

eee ibis the ladies 

Si uc early have a lot 
_un, they recognize and take 
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submitted to pressure to wit 
advertising support from a P 
television program that aireq 
supportive of alternative life Styles 
the ladies of Phi Epsilon yy 
withdrew their financial Patronage 
from that chain of stores and 
organized a letter-writing cam 
to urge the company to alter its 
stance. It is obvious, too, that 
someone in that chapter keeps y 
very diligently with any mention of 
crossdressing in the news. Their 
newsletter is chock-full of articles 
on crossdressers in the news. My 
friend Robin K. of Memphis is fond 
of saying that the strength of a 
chapter lies in its wives and 
partners. This is another parameter 
where Phi Epsilon Mu excels. The 
sensitive articles by Carol and her 
obvious working partnership with 
Denise encourage acceptance and 
participation by the wives of Phi 
Epsilon Mu. It is not, therefore, 
surprising that many of them attend 
chapter meetings. Happy Birthday, 
Phi Epsilon Mu! If your present 
energy level continues unabated, you 
will enjoy many happy returns! 


hdray 
Opular 
Shows 


Paign 


Dateline: Memphis, Tennessee 


Happy First Anniversary to the 
ladies of Mu Sigma, also known as 
the Cotton Belles! They celebrated 
with a fun weekend at the Days Inn, 
with supper at Molly’s Mexican 
Restaurant, followed by socializing 
and a show at the WKRB Disco. 
Congratulations also to Lori, 4 
long-time Tri-Ess member who was 
attending her first meeting. She 
very obviously had a good time, for 
reporting on her first time out, ot 
advised, "I want to encourage a 
our sisters to join us. The first steP 
is always the most difficult to ae 
We’ve all been apprehensive abou 
"coming out of the closet’ (boy do ; 
hate that phrase!!!). Having - 
group like the Mu Sigma girls mae 
the transition much easier. They y 
paved the way for the rest of ¥® 
and we should all take advantage © 
their efforts. If I can do it, each © 


Looking back on Mu Sigma’s 
first year of existence, Barbara Jean 
wrote of the fun the chapter had 
with make-overs at Merle Norman, 
with Festival Wigs, with the 
Greyline Tour and the many fun 
dinners, outings and _ shows. 
Barbara herself is ready for more 
progress. "Who said crossdressers 
have to stay in a closet? Life in a 
dress doesn’t have to be a bore for 
us." Obviously the ladies of Mu 
Sigma know how to bring new 
sisters out of secrecy and help them 
to realize how much fun it is to be 
in friendly gatherings of 
crossdressing sisters. Happy First 
Anniversary, ladies of Mu Sigma! 
You’ve come a Jong way in only one 
year! 
Dateline: Houston 

The innovators at Tau Chi 
Chapter are at it again! Reflecting 
on their very successful 1992 Miss 
Tau Chi Pageant, Brenda Thomas 
expressed her dream of expanding 
this type of pageant to all Tri-Ess 
chapters. According to Brenda, 
each chapter would elect its own 
Representative. At the Holiday En 
Femme every year one of them 
would be selected "Miss Tri-Ess" for 
the following year. Criteria for 
judging the contest should transcend 
mere physical appearance. Of 
course, feminine image would be 
One category, but so also would 
understanding of the Tri-Ess vision 
and the ability to be an ambassador 
of that vision to the transgendered 
community and to the public. How 
about it, sisters? 


Dateline: Los Angeles 


In June the rapidly growing 
Alpha Chapter of Tri-Ess had a 
White/Pink Elephant Sale. 
Entertainment for the evening, 
however, was provided by a lady 
who was passing by the hotel room. 
She asked what the Alpha Chapter 
ladies were doing. Answered 
Kymberleigh Richards, "Having a 
garage sale." To which the lady 
teplied, "Oh! You're crossdressers. 


My boyfriend’s a crossdresser." She 
then wanted information about 
Alpha Chapter so she could tell her 
boyfriend of its existence. As her 
finale, she gave Kymberleigh a kiss 
on the cheek! 


Also reported in the August 
issue of Alpha Bits was the 
following bit of editorial wisdom by 
Janyne: 


"A few months ago I started 
attending church services on a 
regular basis. I didn’t start because 


of any spiritual hunger. It so 
happened that my wife wasn’t 
supposed to drive with the 


medication she was taking, and my 
life was in a shambles anyway; it 
couldn’t hurt. 


"I have always liked the 
philosophy of my wife’s church but 
I would rather use Sunday mornings 
for my bicycle ride. 


"Funny thing about church, 
though, is I] almost always hear 
something I need to hear. Last 
Sunday I heard something I have 
heard before; not only that, but 
something I have even said before, 
but for some of us it bears 
repeating. Maybe I had forgotten it 
what with all the health problems 
and financial uncertainty running 
rampant in my home recently. 


"It had become easy for me to 
be judgmental of others and not to 
accept them just as they are. Last 
Sunday’s service once again helped 
me to see that there is beauty and 
perfection in every one of us, that 
each of us has a worth and a 
purpose on earth. For most of us 
to love and accept others we need 
to love and accept ourselves first. 


"For me the tough times of the 
last few months have put a damper 
on my self worth. I haven’t been 
very accepting of myself and when 
that happens I begin to tell myself 
that if only I weren’t a crossdresser 
I wouldn’t have all this trouble. 
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"There is a beauty in us as 
crossdressers. Very much positive 
has come from the accepting of my 
self and my own feminine character. 
I have a right to be, and a right to 
be the way I am. I don’t need to 
live up to the expectations of other 
people. All I need to do is be 
comfortable and accepting of myself. 


"Now, I am sure none of you 
ever gets down on yourself and 
questions your right to be. And, of 
course, you stopped reading this by 
now. But if you’re still reading, I 
left church Sunday morning feeling 
that the woman within me is a 
lovely and wonderful being, with 
much to give and much to share. I 
am proud of her and the unique 
color she adds to my life. 


"By loving and accepting myself 
just the way I am I can carry my self 
with the pride and dignity I deserve, 
and sometimes I just need to say 
that out loud." 


Dateline: Charlotte, NC 


From the Pink Slip comes this 
beauty news: With winter coming 
on, there are three notable products 
for beautiful lips, eyes, and nails. 
When temperatures drop below the 
freezing point, Clarins Lip Beauty 
Treatment soothes, softens, hydrates 
and protects your lips from 
chapping, dryness, and fine lines. 
It’s colorless, too, and can be worn 
alone or under lipstick. The cost is 
about $13.50. Eye shadow 
application has never been easier or 
more precise. In Max Factor’s 
Shadow Blocks A-B-C Trio, each 
shade is marked with a letter to 
designate its function: A for 
highlighter, B for color, © for 
contour. About $3.95. Cold weather 
makes nails brittle and more liable 
to break. Cutex Brush-On Nail 
Mender repairs nails without the 
mess of conventional nail glue. All 
you need is one brush stroke to 
make a smooth, even layer. Once 
it’s dry, apply base coat and polish 
as usual. About $2.25. 
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"Men, you're impossible! nek 
You want everything. Absolutely everything! 


I would like to respond to the 
column "Stepping Out" by Lois in 
the Summer issue of the Femme 
Mirror. In it she describes her own 
experience with female hormones, 
namely Premarin. 


I, too, was bitten by the desire 
to have pointy boobs, a nice soft big 
fanny, fleshy thighs and a great hip 
line on the premise that if you are 
going to be a crossdresser, or 
anything for that matter, do it as 
well as you can. Just as Lois does, I 
too, enjoy my heterosexual male 
self, but where she stopped, I con- 
tinued, and after almost two and a 
half years of taking hormones, I am 
getting what I wanted! 


Perhaps I should explain that in 
high school and college I was your 
typical male jock with broad shoul- 
ders, strong arms, no definable 
waist, narrow hips and had what 
could be called at best, skinny legs. 


I now have much bigger thighs 
that make my legs look great in a 
mini! J now have a fanny that sticks 
out that I never had before, it too 
looks great in a mini. I now have 
some fat on my hip bones, which 
were bony and bumpy and are now 
soft and smooth and curvy. And 
with the addition of only two elastic 
waist bands cut from a couple of 
girdles on my previously undefined 
waist, my hip and thigh line is as 
gorgeous as any GF could desire! 


The muscles in my upper arms 
lost their distinctive male bulginess, 
and the veins that stood out on my 
arms almost disappeared. My skin 
has gotten so much softer there is 
no comparison to what it was be- 
fore, and my face has filled out a 
lot! People who haven’t seen me as 
my male self in 6 months or so 
"You must have had a face lift, 
look so much younger!" 


Say, 
you 
I have to 


Page 24 


a 


argue with them, saying, Af didn’t!" 
(Now, if that isn’t an antiaging drug, 
I don’t know what is! But read on.) 


And J have what would pass as 
boobs! My whole upper chest has 
become so much fleshier I can feel 
it slide down when I turn over in 
bed (it is always a surprise sensation 
when it happens). With hair on my 
chest, it could pass for normal for a 
man my age, but with a shelf bra 
and a shaved chest, I have real 
boobs! 


Using a regular bra and pulling 
every bit of flesh around, I am a 38 
"B" minus. With the addition of 
some small inserts, I bulge out of 
the bra beautifully. I am 5710", 
150#, and as Kiki I now measure 
41-30-38. And it’s me! 


The beautiful thing is that when 
I let the hair on my chest grow, and 
without the bra and the elastic waist 


bands, I am all male again! (Hee! 
hee!) 


I don’t know what dosage Lois 
took but she did say in her column 
that she took two Premarin a day. 
For the sake of discussion, I am 
going to assume that it was the 


“purple” ones, 2.5 mg., the same 
ones I take. 


A doctor prescribed them for 
me, one 2.5 Premarin a day for a 
month, and for the last seven days 
of the cycle, one 10 mg. of Provera 
in addition to the Premarin. A 
friend of mine who had taken hor- 
mones for years and has since had 
the "operation" (one of the few who 
should have) suggested that I stop 
taking any hormones for at least 4 
days 4 month to give your system a 

Test". I followed her advice. 


My first ex 


to Lois’s. I h tea was similar 
- Tha 


Soreness and pain in 
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Kiki C. 
the nipples, but I didn’t have an 
periods of prolonged despair. ] did 
have some mood shifts almost to 
crying, which alarmed me, but I had 
embarked on this little journey of 
hormones with a dear friend and we 
vowed to watch over each other for 
just that effect. 


If one or the other got into an 
emotional trauma of some sort we 
talked to each other and invariably 
ended up saying, "It must be the 
hormones" and with that simple 
statement plus just talking to 
someone about it, we would get 
back into control. 


We both looked at the mood 
swings as a positive experience, 
though at the time it was, pardon 
the expression, a "bitch" to be going 
through. It certainly gave us a real 
life empathy for the female of the 
species we never had before, and 
was worthwhile for that alone. 


She continues to say in her 
article that women have a pot below 
the navel and men have one above 
the navel and she ended up with 
both! (I did laugh.) If she Jost a 
little weight (pardon my cattiness), 
she would lose the one above the 
navel, and as near as I can tell, 
women have the pot below the navel 
because they know where their xa 
is (men don’t) and constantly 
constrict it with a belt or with the 
pantyhose top. 

Within two months I did lose 
the ability to get an erection aa 
achieve an orgasm. Being very m4 A 
in spite of my desire to "dress i 
woman, I did not like that at 2 
and as the months went by ad 
experimented with different cone 
and extended the time that no P? 
were taken. 


i 10 
I stopped taking the pill fo 


days at the beginning of the month. 
The effect was exactly what I 
wanted. In 7 or 8 days my libido 
began to return and at the end of 
ten days, was stronger than when I 
started hormones! And even when 
going back on them, it hung around 
for another 10 days until the last 7 
days of the cycle when I started the 
combination again. 


I also discovered as Lois did, 
that going off them completely 
really gives a jolt to your testos- 
terone level and makes you as horny 
as hell. (This would probably work 
on guys that are impotent, too. 
Some chemical engineers have told 
me that estrogen causes the male 
hormones to increase.) After 20 
days it got so bad with me I had to 
start taking the Premarin again-only 
I took it every other day instead of 
every day. My calmness returned in 
a day or so. and I was able to get 
my libido under control. 


Also, I have noticed that my 
boobs start to go away if I go off 
the pills completely. To maintain 
the same size, I suspect a smaller 
dosage would do the trick and per- 
haps have the added effect of a 
stronger male libido, which I’m not 
sure I want. 


There is no way I want to give 
up my maleness. On the other 
hand, when I want to, I want to 
look as female as possible - boobs, 
ass, thighs, et al! I want to be both. 


I can do this. 1 am not married. 
I have had the same girl friend for 
the last 11 years, and we have come 


to an understanding on my 
dalliance. 


I was in a bar one time with this 
Cut thing on looking as sexy as 
d be with a lot of spillage, and 
met this gorgeous gal. She 
seatked how well built I was. I 
old her I was on hormones. That 
fascinated her, but when I told her 
was S0ing to take testosterone to 
re a big maleness when I finally 
ad the big boobs J wanted, it blew 


low 
coul 


her mind! She stepped back and 
looked at me with a mock disgusted 
smile on her face and practically 
screamed, "Men, you’re impossible! 


You want everything. Absolutely ev- 
erything!" 


You know, I think she’s right! 
But to paraphrase Lois, "It’s not for 
everyone!" 


ED NOTE: 


While the Femme Mirror is whole 
heartedly supportive of freedom and 
exchange of ideas, feelings, and 
experiences, we would like to state 
that this letter is published with a 
degree of reluctance. One must 
understand many wives read this 
publication and we must maintain 
decorum in our language. We feel 
that your article has relative merit, 
however we will utilize our "right 
not to publish" future articles with 
possible offensive content. 


Brenda 
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New Tri-Ess 
National 
Helpline! 


The need fora National Helpline 
for Trl-Ess was brought up at 
the Summer Board of Directors 
meeting In Kansas City. Linda 
and Cynthia Phillips of San 
Antonio offered to set up and 
answer suchalineIntheirhome, 
with reimbursement to be 
provided by Tri-Ess. Shirley 
Kay has donated an answering 
machine, and as we goto press 
the new Tri-Ess Helpline is now 
operational. Please publishthis 
number tn all chapter 
newsletters and mention it in 
Informational material sent to 
Inquirers: 


1-512-438-7788 


In addition, Carol Beecroft may 
be reached at the Tri-Ess 
Natlonal Office In Tulare, 
California at: 


1-209-688-9246 


Ideally, each Tri-Ess chapter 
should operate a Helpline and 
list the number with the local 


Crisis Hotline, Gay 
Switchboard, Mental Health 
Clinics, etc. The expenses 
Involved would vary with local 
phone rates and Installation 
charges. As asecond, unlisted 
lineInasister’s home, aHelpline 
does not take a lot of money. 
What It does take Is 
considerable dedication on the 
part of the sister volunteering 
to answer the Helpline. How 
about It, ladies? Does your 
chapter have a Helpline yet? 
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Hormones and Your Marriage, 


It seems a common theme and 
almost incessant dream of many 
transgendered males concerning 
feminization of the body. We often 
wonder just what the "woman in the 
mirror” would look like with a soft 
supple body and real breasts--you 
know, the Playboy centerfold type. 
People in business to make money 
from our community are only too 
well aware of the feminization 
dream and play it up commercially 
in their advertisements--you know, 
the large-breasted woman in the ad 
with male equipment. The subject 
of feminization is also quite 
common in fantasy stories (I won’t 
call the tripe literature) marketed to 
our community. The fact that this 
theme is so common shows just how 
prevalent the fantasy of feminization 
is. Sometimes the thought leads to 
experimentation with non- 
prescription "estrogenic" substances 
and maybe sneaking a birth control 
pill or two. Neither is effective, but 
the fact that vendors sell the 
“estrogenic” substances in large 
(outrageously priced -- buying 
"M&M's" would be just as effective 
and a lot cheaper) quantities is 
enough to prove the common 
feminization fantasy. For most of 
us, the fantasy stays just a relatively 
dominant fantasy. But what about 
those of us who choose to pursue 
this farther into the realm of 


reality? And what if you’re 
married? 
Let’s examine the scenario 


where your spouse is accepting of 
your transgendered nature and can 
even deal with your hairless limbs. 
Will she accept the appearance of 
breasts on your chest? The answer 
most commonly is quite easy -- not 
very likely. Remember this concept: 
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Fantasy and Reality 


if she married you, a male, she is 
most probably a predominately 
heterosexual female. She didn’t 
"sign on" for life with another 
"woman" -- no woman in this world 
just "becomes" a "lesbian" in mid- 
life. Breasts, especially in our 
current society, seem to be the 
"badge of womanhood". When your 
morphology changes, so will your 
relationship; feminization not only 
affects your lifestyle, it has a very 
significant impact on hers too. Is 
there a solution to the dilemma 
created by these two diametrically 
opposite needs _—-yours to achieve 
physical feminization, and hers to 
keep the "man" she married? 


Presuming that you finally make 
an educated decision (based on 
teality) to feminize your body to 
meet your body image needs, if you 
discuss it with her beforehand (and 
you should), she will probably say, 
"No, not on your life!" Did you 
really expect to hear something 
else? I think many of us do expect 
to see our spouses welcome the idea 
(in our fantasies). There is no real 
solution of compromise on this 
issue--if you elect to continue your 
Telationship, one of you is going to 
be unhappy with the final decision, 
and knowing us the way I do, it’s 
Probably going to be she who is 
unhappy. Fortunately for us, most 
women are wonderfully adaptive 

adaptive does not equate to 
unqualified supportiveness) as long 
as the other 


t ¢ aspects of the 
Telationship are such that the 


relationship is worth continuing. 


The real point of discussi 
: ) ussion and 
ea with your spouse is in 
€ area of presentation while with 
€r in public and how things work 
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by Tere Frederickson 


TX-3513-F 
Heart of Texas Chapter 


in the privacy of the bedroom. And 
it is a problematic area. There are 
some things you just will not be able 
to do as a "man" anymore. For 
instance, say you were both avid 
SCUBA divers or water skiers. In 
all probability, you will no longer be 
able to do that activity as a man 
anymore. You both may have to 
find some new hobbies -- unless she 
can handle you wearing a woman’s 
bathing suit when you both go out 
with your old "diving buddies". 
There’s also the issue of what to 
wear in front of friends and family 
when you’re supposed to appear as 
a"man". You can throw away those 
form fitting polo shirts; things will 
be just a mite too obvious. And if 
a sport bra doesn’t provide enough 
flattening, take out stock in the Ace 


Bandage company (prolonged 
wearing is not conducive to 
comfort). Yes, you’ve probably 


figured out that you’re going to 
have to be "he" from time-to-time 
(which won’t be the easiest thing in 
the world to do) so she can still see 
some of the "man" she married. She 
will need that reinforcement that 
you still are a male. 


And speaking of male 
reinforcement, we now arrive in the 
bedroom. True, most of us are not 
the male-dominant sort in oe 
bedroom -- at least not as we 8° 
older and can no longer "perform 
on demand" as in our younger Lae 
Can you both talk frankly with ie A 
other about your individual se be 
needs? Unfortunately, it S¢° 3 
most partners even after ee 
marriage still have hang-ups ' 6 
about the "taboo" subject it’s 
bedroom "politics". (We pc ase 
a lot less complicated just to P i 
the "woman in the mirror - 


this whole thing is going to work, 
ou’re going to have to work with 
each other (a lot). As you must do 
in public with her from time-to- 
time, you are probably going to have 
to take a "traditional" male role 
every once in a while to give her 
that old male reinforcement. You 
both have to know what pleases 
each of you -- what gets your 
collective motors running. Don’t 
expect her to be too keen on the 
idea of fondling your budding 
breasts (even if she did so when the 
structure was more masculine -- the 
feel is quite a bit different and it 
probably won’t be a turn-on for 
her). You may both want to jot 
down an individual list of turn-ons 
and turn-offs, compare them, and 
try to find areas of commonality. If 
you don’t have any areas of 
commonality, it’s going to be tough, 
but you each may have to agree to 
alternate giving each other pleasure 
rather than simultaneous mutual 
pleasuring. The ability for both 
partners to arrive at a workable 
compromise in the bedroom 
demonstrates a truly loving and 
understanding relationship that 
undoubtedly carries over into other 
aspects of the relationship. Sex 
isn’t everything, but for most of us 
it’s still very much a part of a 
relationship. 


We would be remiss in not 
covering the facts and myths of 
hormones and sex at this juncture in 
the discussion. Can a male still 
perform as a man after prolonged 
high dosages (sufficient to cause 
feminization)? For ordinary males, 
feminization would probably be a 
Psychological block to performance, 
but for the transgendered male it 
Seems that hormones do not cause 
complete impotence. Yes, the 
testosterone influenced libido will 
be reduced (diminished male-typical 
tive for sex), but the capability to 
peeoun as a male remains, provided 
ee Psychological stimulation for 
ae arousal is present (this is 
es peeomon for most middle-aged 
ales anyway), What are the other 


Physiological changes? Well, size in 


the non-aroused state will diminish 
as will testicular size. Don’t plan on 
having children, because while 
taking hormones you will in all 
probability become virtually sterile 
(extremely low sperm count). Your 
ejaculate will eventually become 
almost clear and quantity minimal 
(mostly seminal fluid). You will 
also notice that proper lubrication is 
much more critical -- the skin is 
much more sensitive to friction 
abrasion. Regardless of these 
physical changes, though, the fact 
remains, you can still perform as a 
male. 


To summarize all this, the 
decision for the transgendered male 
partner in a marriage to take 
hormones will remain the decision 
of the male; it’s not going to be an 
area where there is a_ suitable 
compromise. What happens in the 
relationship after the male begins 
taking hormones is the result of 
compromise if the relationship is 
going to continue to be viable. Like 
dealing with transgendered nature 
itself, hormone use is an area where 
both parties to a marriage have to 
be able to show understanding for 
the other’s needs and, to the degree 
possible, work out solutions. There 
are no right and wrong answers. 
Each solution is based on the 
individual circumstances 
surrounding the partnership. 
Neither partner will be happy all the 
time, but if both can be happy most 
of the time, then the relationship 
will work (which is of course a true 
statement for any relationship). In 
this game of draw poker (it’s 
certainly not five-card stud), both 
people in the relationship are trying 
to figure out how to play the rather 
unusual hands they were dealt; 
maybe it is possible to beat the odds 
and make one winning hand out of 
two. Jacks or better to open, aces 
are wild... v 
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TRI-ESS BBS 


There is a Tri-Ess Computer Bulletin 
Board Service operated by Rachel and 
Kathy Cumminsin the Auanta, Georgia, 
area. The board currently is open to 
anyone interested in “Gender” topics, 
regardless of organizational affiliation. 
There is no requirement to give any 
personal information about yourself 
when requesting full privileges on the 
system as itis now implemented. Some 
of the digitized pictures and fantasy 
files may contain subject material of a 
sexual nature and content. Itis up to the 
user to be the judge of whether he or she 
wants to download from these sections. 
There are no rules on the board! User 
discretion has always been polite and 
there has never been a need for 
restrictions. 


Currently there are two non-rollover 
phonelines into the system. Thenumbers 
are available through direct dialing or 
by dialing through Compuserve’s 
PCPursuit, Starlink, and possibly other 
national phone access networks such as 
Telnet, through an Adanta Node. They 
are (404) 922-2414 and (404) 785-9216. 
Set your modem protocols for 300 to 
2400 baud, No Parity, 8 data bits and 1 
stop bit. On your first check in to the 
system, you must log on as: 


Sigma Epsilon 
tress 


Name? 
Password? 


Selectthe simple questionnaire and give 
a femme name you want to use on the 
system. It must consist of a first name 
and a last name. Single word names or 
three word names are not permitted on 
the system. You will then be asked for 
a5 to 8 character password. Normally 
within 24 hours yournameand password 
will be entered into the user list. The 
best way touse the systems to. <Roead 
<N>ew messages since the last time 
youwereon withall <P>ausing disabled. 
Read the messages intoa textlog fileon 
your diskandread them off line, to save 
Long Distance charges. You can also 
prepare text off line and use several 
protocols to upload files and messages 
much faster than typing them on the 
system. Call the system when rates are 
low in evenings or on weekends. 
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Hi, girls! This is Jim, Barbara's 
other side writing to you this 
month. 


The other day I was talking to a 
crossdresser who is a very close 
friend of mine. He mentioned that 
as Jim I had a very negative outlook 
on life, but as Barbara I was more 
upbeat and positive. 


Girls, Ron was very, very right. 
I have been looking at life in a 
Tather negative perspective. Most 
of my negative attitude was centered 
around my job. It has been about 6 
years since I had a raise. It’s a 
dead end job; business has been 
downhill. I just took a pay cut, and 
the boss just filed a Chapter 11. To 
top all that off the outlook for 
finding another job has been very 
dim for me. 


I guess with all the above 
coupled with the normal problems 
of everyday life, it is easy for one to 
see why I have developed such a 
negative outlook on life. I made 
mention to Ron that I was seriously 
thinking of just getting out of 
electronics and into some other line 
of work, but I did not know just 
what else I wanted to do. Ron said 
"I do. You want a job like Alicia 
has.” 


Now I’ve got to admit it would 
sure sound great to have a job 
where I could live and work totally 
en femme. Also I have found 
writing to be something that I do 
really seem to like, but in reality the 
answer to Ron’s statement is an 
unequivocal NO. 


Well, girls, my world is the 
world of reality; I am the one who 
has the problems with the job; I am 
the one who must pay the rent; I 
am the one who must put the food 
on the table; I am the one who must 
deal with the everyday problems of 
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life. Barbara, on the other hand, 
lives in a world of fantasy. She has 
no problems, she has no job to 
worry about, she has no bills to pay. 
Perhaps the most depressing time to 
her is when I decide that buying my 
son a new pair of shoes to replace 
those that have holes in them is 
more important than getting her 
that new dress she fell in love with. 
It is easy for her to have that 
positive uplifting attitude on life. 


I have mentioned in the past 
that the girl within us is very real. 
Barbara is as real a person as I am. 
It is in a way a duel personality 
concept, but unlike the split 
personality, Barbara and Jim 
MERGE to help create the person 
that I am. As I write this column, 
my son is once again in the hospital 
after a suicide attempt. While I can 
only try and speculate what life 
would be like for me were I not a 
crossdresser, I can’t help but think 
that were it not for Barbara I would 
be the one in that hospital. It is 
Barbara’s positive and upbeat 
attitude that keeps me going. 
Barbara interjects a positive into a 
life that otherwise seems all 
negative for me. 


Now the thought of moving 
across the fence does sound 
Intriguing, girls. I mean who of us 
wouldn’t love the idea of actually 
living in our gender role of choice? 
But to put myself in the closet and 
bring Barbara out on a permanent 


basis would be to thrust her into my 


world of reality. She would then 
have all the 


Problems of life that I 
have. Soon she would no longer 
have the wonderful positive outlook 
on life. Like me, she would feel 
depression and begin to look at 
things in a negative manner. 


In a recent issue of th 
c e TRI ESS 
Femme Mirror there were quite a 


few articles dealing with Secondary 
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transsexuals, cross dressers who 
have decided to move over to the 
other side of the line. When they 
started hormones they only wanteq 
to have their own breasts. And 
then it was, "Hey, it’s fun to live fy] 
time as a girl". It all sounds so 
appealing. But before you give 
consideration to it, girls, do look at 
what it is you hate about your male 
side. In all probability you wil] 
bring the problems over to the 
other side with you, and you will 
now have a whole new set of 
problems to deal with, besides. Will 
you be able to get a job in the same 
line of work you do? How will you 
document your past job history? 
That is something you will have to 
think about. How will you explain 
to him that you were he and now 
you are she? In most instances, bye 
bye job prospect! And let’s face it, 
girls; as a general rule women do 
make less than a man for the same 
job. Could you live on minimum 
wage? In making the move over to 
the other side of life you better be 
prepared for that, girls. 


Oh, as the saying goes "It’s 2 
nice place to visit,but J wouldn’t 
want to live there.” One of the 
reasons so many of us give for our 
crossdressing is that it relaxes US; 
but what will be the relaxation if we 
decide to move across the line an 
not just visit? 


My son Charles made a mentor 
to his counselor that to hie 
seemed so much nicer and a Jittle 
easier to talk to as Barbara. It ig 
clear that Barbara was havea 
positive effect on his life. J one 
help but think that to move net : 
the line, she would then hav Be 
much more negative effect on Fels 
That is another thing t0 ae 
about, girls, what would eee) 
effect on your family mem ey 
Even on me Barbara has @ ee 
positive effect. All the neg 


feeling I have she can calm. Yes, 
when I have to put her back into 
her closet, she does not leave 
completely, but rather she leaves a 
art of herself with me. Do I 
really want to force her into that 
world of reality, that world where 
she, too would have all the 
negatives I do? I don’t think she 
would any longer be able to have a 
positive effect on others as she 
currently does. 


The thought of crossing the 
fence may sound appealing, but do 
give very serious consideration to 
what you may do. It is easy to look 
at the positive side, but if we want 
a whole and true picture, we must 
look at the negative, also. Perhaps 
once we see the entire picture, it 
will not look quite as appealing to 
us. 


As crossdressers we have an 
enjoyment for the feminine,but I 
think that once we move across that 
line we will find that all the fun is 
gone. Being a girl just wouldn’t be 
quite so much fun anymore. I think 
it is best that we maintain the dual 
Personality, girls. At least this way 
we will always have someone who 
can interject a positive into our lives 
when things all seem negative. Even 
when we do have to put the clothes 
back into the closet and return to 
Our maleselves, that girl within us 
will still remain with us to keep the 
interjection of the positive in us till 


she can once again return from the 
closet. 


Well, I think that is all for this 
month, girls. Do think about what 
I write. If you are one of those 
who 1s looking at crossing that line 
full time, do give serious thought to 
a but look at the entire picture and 

en decide if it would really 
accomplish what you hope for. 

ake care and Stay sweet. I love 
€ach and every one of you. 


The Femme Mirror 


Breast-Prosthesis 


with a soft-fill, like natural breast-tissue 


Melody Breast Forms 
The Ultimate Prosthesis For 


"The Joy of Breasts" 


For additional information and price list, 
Please write to: 


Melody Products 
International 
P.O. Box 2142 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 
(713) 693-9165 


Satisfaction Guaranteed! 


TT 
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About a year and a half ago | 
decided that there had to be more 
meaning to my life. Oh, I had 
what appeared to be a decent 
existence, I lived in a nice house, 
had a couple of cars, a new boat, a 
wife and daughter who loved me, 
and I made good money, but there 
was just something missing. So | 
walked away from my good job and 
took a year off, went back to school, 
and got heavily involved in the 
gender community. 


I decided to get involved in 
alcohol and drug abuse counseling. 
Combined with gender identity 
counseling, it seemed like the 
appropriate plan of action at the 
time. I am not complaining, I have 
enjoyed every classroom hour, and 
every encounter with people who 
needed my help. Today I make a 
whole lot less money, but I have 
tremendous peace of mind. It 
appears that my life is in better 
order than it was two years ago. 
For that I am thankful. I still have 
my nice house, a wonderful wife and 
daughter, two cars, (although not as 
nice as before,) and I haven’t been 
fishing in two years, (but that will 
come, also.) 


It was due to this training and 
dedication that I founded and 
started HCDA. For those of you 
not familiar with HCDA 
(Heterosexual Cross-Dressers 
Anonymous) let me tell you a little 
about it. First it is a twelve step 
group. Those of you in AA, NA or 
Alanon, or CODA will know what I 
am talking about. Using the word 
Heterosexual in my group may seem 
elitist to some, outcasting to others, 
but the choice of the word was 
strictly due to lack of imagination. 
I wanted something that was not 
going to be confusing to members of 
CODA and CA, and HCDA just had 
a nice ring to it. Our group started 
with two of us spending an hour 


Page 30 


REFLECTIONS 


talking about the problems we as 
crossdressers face and how we 
handle them. Now eight months 
consists of 


later our group 

approximately 18 members, 12 
crossdressers, 4 wives, and two 
professed transsexuals. We have 


written a complete set of guidelines 
including: 1) meeting guidelines, 2) 
preamble, 3) 12 steps, 4) 12 
traditions, 5) 12 promises, 6) step 
work for all 12 steps. The biggest 
difference in our program and 
others is we do not preach 
abstinence, but recovery from guilt, 
low self esteem, and those traits 
that generally make us less than 
perfect (?) people. We believe that 
we have a right to be who we are 
and we are striving to help others 
realize these same goals. 


The one thing we have learned 
is that this road of life is a long 
one. Picture it if you will as 
Interstate Highway 10, running from 
California to Florida. If you travel 
this highway you will find that 
wherever you are, there is always 
someone in front of you, and 
likewise, always someone behind 
you. You will pass someone, only 
to see them pass you at some future 
time. Others will pull off the road 
and stop, still others will fly by you 
at what seems to be a hundred miles 
an hour, and possibly you will see 
them pulled over by a policeman 
later. People will pull onto this 
toad in front of you and behind 
you. What does all this mean? To 
me it means we are all at different 
Stages of our lives and development. 
Some of us will try to speed up the 
Process and get caught in the speed 
trap; others will slow down to smell 
the Toses as they go by. Still others 
will plod along ata Steady pace, and 
then there are those who are willing 
to get off from time to time and try 
to learn about what is going on 
around them. So, who is right? No 
one. Every one. All of us. None 
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of us. No matter how fast you 
travel, there is always someone 
ahead of you. And no matter how 
slow you go someone is always 
behind you. If we take the time to 
listen and talk to the other 
travelers, we will find interesting 
tidbits about ourselves, the road 
ahead, and maybe even about the 
road behind us. Sometimes we 
might want to take a detour and go 
back to see or learn something we 
missed. This doesn’t mean we were 
stupid or lazy or asleep at the time, 
it just means that we are open to 
suggestion and criticism. We can all 
learn from others’ experiences. 


The other day I learned what it 
meant to be out of control. I hada 
very severe attack of vertigo. A 
very good friend of mine, who 
happened to be a doctor, had the 
good sense to call 911 for me. Yes, 
I wound up in the hospital. But 
imagine if you can, being awake, and 
knowing what is going on around 
you and being able to do absolutely 
nothing about it. As J was being 
strapped to the stretcher and 
wheeled into the ambulance I felt 
like my heart was racing a hundred 
miles an hour. Fortunately it was 
just the anxiety of not being 1 
control, and not knowing what was 
happening. I was hooked up to =i 
oxygen mask, a heart monitor, an 
who knows what else. Yes, 1 was 
scared to death. You see, my father 
died of a heart attack about a yea! 
and a half ago, and I had no idea 
what was happening to me. Having 
been involved in our 12 se 
program, HCDA, and knowing ne 
the second step is to turn our live 
over to God, as we know nT 
trusted in His judgement. ee 
"learning to accept the things f : 
we cannot change" was the te 
that pulled me through this orde 


dvocateé 


I am not trying to 4 d find 


that we all run out an 


religion, though it might not be a 
bad idea for some of us, but I am 
saying that I feel we all need to 
slow down a little, smell the 
roses, take time to enjoy life. 
Life can be such a wonderful 
experience for all of us, IF WE 
LET IT. If we just jumped on 
Interstate 10 in California and 
drove nonstop to Florida, just 
think of all of the things we 
would miss! So occasionally pull 
off the road, look at the scenery, 
meet new people, be open to new 
suggestions and ideas. Those of 
you who read this column on a 
regular basis will remember that 
I once spoke of growing. Growth 
comes slowly, gradually and with 
nurturing. When we = stop 
growing, we stagnate and die. I 
for one am not ready to die. I 
have found out that there are a 
lot of places I have not been, a 
lot of people J have not met, and 
a host of experiences that I have 
not enjoyed. And ladies, I do 
intend to try to live, and 
experience as many of the people, 
places and experiences as is 
humanly possible. 


If any of you would like to 
start a HCDA program in your 
area, please write to me and I 
will send you the information on 
getting a group started in your 
area. Until next time remember 
"BE THE BEST THAT YOU 
CAN BE", no more and no less. 


Brenda Thomas 
6804 E, Highway 6 South, #334 
Houston, TX 77083. 


Love 
your sister, 


Brenda 


SCALES 


Donna T. CO-2429-T 


I have not written for awhile 
only because several major 
projects have reached maturity. 
First there was a kitchen to 
remodel, and next came a new 
driveway along with landscaping. 
These projects began because the 
funds were available and the 
weather was suitable for their 
completion. 


One of the hidden expenses 
has been that Donna had to make 
a retreat for awhile. This gave 
her good-looking twin brother 
the opportunity to review our 
combined lifestyles. You see,0 
just as my male presence began 
to dominate every hour of my 
life, Donna was given a great 
Opportunity. Thanks to some 
close friends at the Delta 
Chapter here in Denver, and the 
kindness of Jane Ellen and Mary 
along with others whom I may 
not ever be aware of, I was 
allowed the opportunity to 
become the Regional Coordinator 
for our region. It is important 
for me to express to all of you 
the depth of what your faith in 
me has done to my life. The 
opportunity to be of service to 
my sisters will allow me to give to 
Tri-Ess, thus balancing the scales 
just a bit. 


I am not sure; however, I 
have the distinct feeling that this 
opportunity did not come about 
without some consideration and 
thought from the leadership of 
Tri-Ess. (Why, some of them 
may even have been talking about 
me behind my back!) This being 
true, then the decision was made 
with the assumption that I would 
be a good person for the task at 
hand. Now, just being a good 
person or being thought of as 
being a good person Is 
heartwarming in itself, but to be 
given the chance to take on a 
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task and have the support of such 
incredible people is 
overwhelming. 


Reflecting over the years, I 
realize that I have found a great 
number of ways not to do things. 
(Just ask my ex-wife.) Yet, true 
to my belief that success is never 
final and failure is never fatal, I 
find myself each day more 
successful in finding a balance of 
give and take, strength and 
weakness, male and female. 


I wonder if any of us think 
enough about what Tri-Ess offers 
us. Donna goes just about 
anywhere she chooses to and has 
come to enjoy being who she is 
because Tri-Ess is there to offer 
encouragement and support. 
When life turns a page and my 
male ego seeks dominance for a 
while, Tri-Ess is still there to 
support him also with acceptance. 
Above all, in a world with lots of 
rejection, this group is indeed a 
shining star. 


Thanks to people like Patricia 
and Shirley Kay at the Delta 
Chapter, I have never been made 
to feel less than whole because | 
am not on hormones, or not 
trying to live full time as Donna, 
or not going for electrolysis. 


Thanks to Jane Ellen and 
Mary Fairfax, Jeannette Johnson, 
and others, I have found Tri-Ess 
to be understanding of the fact 
that I enjoy both the male and 
female aspects of my personality 
and have no need or desire to 
remove one of them from my life. 
Thank you all for being there. 
To all my sisters, please reflect 
for a moment just how Tri-Ess 
has been a positive influence in 
your lives. 


With all that said, ] am ready 
to go to work. 
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THE CLARKE SEXUAL HISTORY QUESTIONNAIRE 


icipants around 9-25-91 concerp; 
i o to all research participan Fath 
nnamed American researcher sent a mem cl panes 
erin Raine Revised Clarke SHQ mailed in August 91. In that ieee a ree rs felt that 
Tespondents were reacting to or unable to deal with the sexual questions - the word cr mentioned. 


The researcher had fair warning from a number of people that this sulvey was perp Eats and not 
appreciated and yet chose to defend it. I hope I am able to make my case quite clear on this below. 


THE CLARKE SHQ - an Expose 


The Clarke Sexual History 
Questionnaire (SHQ), or is this in reality 
the Clarke Criminal Sexual Interrogation? 


In August 1991 I first viewed a 
tevised copy of the Clarke SHQ. This was 
enclosed with other materials from a 
researcher. It arrived just a few weeks 
after Dahmer was arrested in Milwaukee 
for the murder and cannibalism of some 
17 male victims. But it all seemed like the 
tesearcher was looking for Dahmer after 
the fact. 


What do I mean by this? The Clarke 
SHQ is the most caustic set of sexually 
related questions I have ever seen, to the 
point that I thought it was meant as the 
cruelest of jokes - until I wrote the Clarke 
Institute of Psychiatry, in Toronto. Doctor 
R. Langevin, Senior Research Psychologist 
and chief author of the Clarke SHO, 
wrote me back and informed me that this 
“instrument” is quite real and copyrighted 
through Juniper Associates in Canada. 


Juniper Press put together a brochure 
to sell this questionnaire to professionals 
on a worldwide basis. The first three 
selling points are "developed over a 20 
year period”, "tested on over 1000 (one 
thousand) sex offenders’, and “high 
internal consistency and discriminant 
validity from age, education, intelligence, 
naive lying and social desirability’. 


The second item above, "tested on 
over 1000 sex offenders”, is an interesting 
problem. Just where did the Clarke 
Institute find these sex offenders to 
administer their test to? According to a 
Toronto source it appears that the 
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Canadian Judicial system refers sex 
offenders (and those seeking sexual 


reassignment) to the Clarke Institute for 


evaluation. The Clarke SHQ is only one 
"instrument" in a series of tests that are 
administered. 


And now for a taste of the Clarke 
SHQ (Male Revised)... 


Questions 1-3 deal with the number of 
girls you have dated, kissed and touched 
on the breasts since the age of 16. 
Questions 6-20 move into the 
vaginal/rectal area of experience. The next 
8 questions ask of your relations with girls 
12 and younger, and then with girls 13-15 
years of age. 


The following set of questions ask of 
your relations with young boys. The volley 
is just beginning. Voyeurism questions 
Start at item 103. Rape is asked at 109. 
The barrage of Count the Times’ you 
have committed criminal sexual offenses 
now begins. And these are most hurtful 
and damaging accusations. 


For example, questions 110 through 
114 ask of your sexual pleasure in physical 
brutality. Number 115 asks "How often 
have you had sexual contact with an 
animal?” I assume this excludes any blow 
Jobs by rabid pit bulls. Question 116 asks 
"How often have you had sexual contact 
with a dead person? (corpse)". I am 
Surprised that they didn’t ask if you took 
part in the murder but then that isn’t a 
sexual disorder . 


Questions 117 through 120 ask you 


the number of times you committed incest 
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in various forms. Number 122, your 
sexual excitement with the "thought of 
fire". And question 123 finally shouts at 
you in capital letters "..HOW MANY 
TIMES ALTOGETHER?" have you 
exposed your penis in public. The inquiry 
is not over, more questions to follow. 


So what is this interrogation - just a 
set of simple questions looking for answers 
or is it something else, like an "instrument" 
to be used in the hands of a skilled 
professional for the purpose of a 
Langevin did not respond to my question 
asking toward what group of people this 
questionnaire is directed and to what end. 


I can assure you that this survey will 
do damage to the responder because it 
denies dignity. The researcher freely asks 
questions without reserve and without 
social conscience. For example, try the 
Clarke SHQ questions on your dinner 
guests and see how long it takes before 
you are wearing that meal. 


The bad news is that this survey was 
freely and widely distributed to the 
American TV/TS community since August 
1991 by an American researcher. And to 
the best of my knowledge it is still in 
distribution. The Clarke SHQ is designed 
to identify behaviors such as necrophilia, 
zoophilia, rape, arson, incest, and the list 
continues. Homosexual behavior 1s not 
listed in the brochure under "convention 
sexual interests" but transvestism 1s. 


I do not believe it is a good idea ee 
researchers to gather or attempt to Cae 
criminal data on research participants 
either subtle of blatant means. You may 


run the risk of implanting subliminal 
messages that these behaviors are expected 
and that you wish to foster them. Parents 
unwittingly do this to children in negative 
upbringing as opposed to gentle, yet firm 
and positive rearing. 


J also fail to see how a researcher 
expects to get reliable data from a survey 
such as the Clarke SHQ. Prior to his 
arrest would Dahmer have freely answered 
a count of 17 (or more) to question 116 
(sexual contact with a corpse)? And what 
about those who might think this a big 
joke and fill in counts to things they never 
did or never would do? And what if a 
criminology agency finds out that a 
researcher is gathering or attempting to 
gather criminal data on survey participants 
while assuring them of complete 
confidentiality? 


In conclusion, I see the need for other 
disciplines to overview and temper the 
psychologists. Where are the sociologists 
and the anthropologists? Where are all 
those specialists who understand the 
diversity and complexity of societies? 
Where are those who celebrate and 
embrace differences? And where are all 
those people who know that the issue of 
transvestism / crossdressing is as old as 
mankind itself - nothing new - nothing to 


be afraid of - and nothing to fix - a fact of 
life? 


Enjoy life, be positive, accepting and 
loving. And in so doing, expect the same 
In return. 


ED NOTE: Pat Noel received the degree 
of Master of Fine Arts in 1977 from the 
University of Minnesota (with minors in 
cultural anthropology and physics). Noel 
1s an independent computer contractor 
who assisted Virginia Prince in translating 
Over 335 of her 1200 five page surveys into 
a Computer data base. The task was 
tedious at the rate of 3-4 per hour, but in 
ae Process Pat read through the lives of 
se people with care. It is because of 
this work and love of the CD/TS 
community that this article is presented. 


PEN-PAL 
PROJECT 
UPDATE 


From: Carol Beecroft 
To: All of you wonderful sisters 
who love to write letters! 


Many sisters have written over 
the years to express their 
disappointment in not receiving 
replies to their letters to other 
Tri-Ess sisters. It seems that while 
some sisters are wonderfully prolific 
pen pals, others (for a variety of 
reasons) are not. To assist those 
who would like to receive lots of 
letters, we hope to compile a 
"Pen-Pal List" for publication in the 
Mirror. All you have to do is 
promise to reciprocate. Just fill out 
and sign the form below and send it 
to me at: 


P.O. Box 194 
Tulare, CA 93275. 


"I promise the courtesy of a reply to 
all correspondence from my Tri-Ess 
sisters." 


Femme Name 


Code Number 


Well, Sisters, I] have had quite a 
response so far to my request for 
"Pen-Pals". Below is a list of those 
whose letters arrived in time to 
make this edition of the Mirror: 


Samantha ........ VA-3401-W 
Michelle ........- LA-3331-K 
Loraine PA-1392-W 
Dena Kay .......- TX-2358-F 
MEY Goossobouas TN-1230-H 
IGG goa no0n0009 MS-3443-M 
IBN Goa ccaga0ac8 WI-3079-G 
aN] oacdcoaesaes MT-3444-P 
Cynthia........--. FL-2789-S 
Triteseey. Reset FISR-3185-L 
Peggy .....-.-.-- VA-3343-P 
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Phyllis; “-3-yeo tee TX-3409-H 
Joanne Michelle NJ-2548-W 
Donna .......... NY-3433-T 
Cindy =: cee CA-1765-B 
Barbara .......... TN-3106-J 
Brandi eres FL-3488-C 
Deidre Deanne .... AZ-3391-L 
Evelyne eee NY-3277-H 
SiGEM) coscoccccs TX-3095-M 
Jans JVs PA-2542-K 


Here’s how to write a Pen Pal 
through the Forwarding Service: 


1) Write your letter to your chosen 
Pen Pal. Include your picture if 
you wish. If you choose not to 
include your own return address 
at first, be sure you include your 
own Code Number in your 
letter. 


2) Place your letter in an envelope, 
afix correct postage, and lightly 
pencil in the name and Code 
Number of your Pen Pal on the 
front. 


3) Place this envelope inside 
another envelope and address 
this outer envelope to: 


Tri-Ess Forwarding Service 
P.O. Box 194 
Tulare CA 93275 


4) Include your return address on 
the outer envelope and be sure 
to apply correct postage. Once 
received at the Forwarding 
Service, your inner envelope will 
be properly addressed to your 
Pen Pal and sent on its way. If 
or when you and your Pen Pal 
choose to exchange letters 
directly is up to you. Have fun, 
Sisters! Marlene and | will 


expect, a sharp increase in mail 
volume at 
Service! 


the Forwarding 
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TRI-ESS CHALLENGES FOR THE 90’S 


Are you ready to ride this decade 
into the next hundred years? Is the 
transgendered comunity ready to 
meet the challenges we will surely 
face in the last part of this amazing 
chapter of mankind called the 
twentieth century? 


In order for all of us to survive 
the next few years as a community, 
there are commitments we must 
make. We can no longer hide in our 
collective closets. Society has, for 
the most part, made peace with the 
fact that we do exist, we do move 
about in public, and most 
importantly, we aren’t going away. 


You may feel these statements 
are a bit premature, but believe me 
thay are not. In regard to coming 
out, the old saw applies, "the only 
thing we have to fear is ... ourselves". 
Society will reluctantly give us our 
due, but only if we reach for it. 


So if you agree that we have 
come out into the daylight, what 
then? The old hiding, dressing, 
guilt, purge, etc., syndrome many of 
us have made a lifetime of, has got 
to go! To be sure we won’t all come 
wobbling out of the closet, into the 
world at once, but come out we 
surely will. 


Once we are out in the world, 
what will our goals, our aspirations 
be? Now that we are Overcoming 
Our initial problems of Tecognition 
from society, we need to realize the 
Overwhelming need for Setting our 
own house in order. The problems 
are many, the solutions, elusive. 


In case the fact has escaped you, 
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our community is in the midst of an 
epidemic, one that may destroy it. 
The problem of sexual reassignment 
surgery is a very real and serious 
one. Every day it seems, I hear from 
another confused crossdresser, 
someone who misreads her own 
feelings and receives the wrong 
information, primarily from 
“professionals” whose only aim is to 
snare one more "victim" for the 
gender mills. 


Nowdays, if one wishes for the 
"miracle" of SRS, one has merely to 
State that fact, make an appointment 
with certain professionals, and 
quicker than you can give all your 
old male clothes to the Salvation 
Army, you will be spending the rest 
of your life sitting down to answer 
the call of nature! 


You believe not? You believe 
the "Standards of Care" are being 
firmly adhered to? I would be more 
than glad to introduce you to several 
Post-op TS’s of my aquaintance who 
have had SRS without the benefit of 
either electolysis, a year of living full 
time, or any of the other 
recommended procedures involved 
in these rules.. The "Golden Rule” 
applies in SRS, Just as it does in 
every other facet of life. If you have 
enough money, you can be changed 
into a crude approximation of that 
which you BELIEVE you want to be. 
Please know that the fantasy ends 


when you leave the hospital for the 
Teal world! 


: What does this mean to me as a 
garden variety crossdresser"? Am J 
my sister’s keeper? As a matter of 
fact, yes. We are all in this together. 
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Linda Phillips TX-3167_p 


Placing one’s head firmly in the Sand 
and thinking pure thoughts, won’ 
make the fact that one of your 
friends may leave for Holland next 
week, (not to view the windmills!) go 
away. 


You owe it to yourself and your 
friends to lear about the realities of 
SRS, what hormones will or won’t do 
for you, what are the facts involved 
in "changing" one’s sex? An 
informed person is one who will 
realize the promises made by these 
"gender mills" are by a large measure 
false and misleading at best. There 
are organizations and people out 
there in "Genderland" (not a theme 
park!) who care, and who can give 
the correct information, to the ones 
among us who are undergoing this 
upheaval in their lives. 


AEGIS, one of the finest gender 
information sources in the field, is 
Tun by Dallas Denney, a member of 
the community, and a_ very 
knowledgeable, caring member of 
our community. There are also some 
excellent doctors in this field. A 
personal friend of mine and a 
thoroughly educated professional is 
Dr. George Brown, located right 
here in Texas. 


If you or any of your friends are 
going through the trauma of 
believing yourself to be a TS, there 
is no need to go through it alone. 
And remember, just because it isn’t 
you now, it sooner or later happens 
to many of us. "There but for the 
grace of God (and maybe a friend) 
go I". 
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Challenges Of Living As A Crossgendered 


In general it feels fantastic to 
accept and be comfortable with 
being crossgendered after thirty 
years of hiding. Some of you may 
be familiar with my trials and 
tribulations of coming to accept and 
grow as Carole in my series "Out of 
Carole’s Closet" in Gender Euphoria 
(newsletter of the support group 
Boulton and Park of San Antonio). 
Being this way has not always been 
easy, especially when I had no 
contact with the crossgendered 
community. Even at times today it 
can be a struggle, limiting my 
activities cross-dressed, and having 
to keep up my guard when being 
"out", cautious of using a public rest 
room, and surviving through 
moments of self doubt. However, 
my life has certainly improved since 
I have accepted and expressed my 
feminine self. In fact it has become 
one of the more enjoyable and 
rewarding aspects of my life. 


Being crossgendered has had a 
Significant effect on my life. I had 
always rejected it as being a dark 
and evil side. (In fact, I can say 
that ( 


Tunning from it by 
concentrating on other activities are 
Partially responsible for my 
professional success.) I was 


tremendously embarrassed, and even 
broke into a cold sweat, when I] 
went out to buy a woman’s item of 
clothing. I would travel miles to 
buy something and still be 
embarrassed, at times traveling 
home without buying it, and even 
when I did, I would feel ashamed. 
This started when I was twelve and 
took a train for my first bra, and it 
ended up being torn up and thrown 
jMto the river. Dressing in my 
Sister’s clothes preceded this by 
years, as did some of my earliest 
feelings. I would be tremendously 


Heterosexual Single 


ashamed when my parents came 
home after I dressed up for the day, 
stashed the clothing, and smuggled 
it back to where it belonged through 
the evening. It felt like being a 
criminal, yet I wasn’t doing anything 
wrong! 


I would have _ recurring 
nightmares of my mother finding 
woman’s clothing even when I was 
out of my parents’ house, living on 
my own. This was in spite of the 
fact they lived a hundred miles away 
and it was under lock and key, until 
it was purged. Each time after 
throwing away the shredded 
garments I promised myself that I 
would never buy anything again. I 
liken it to sitting on the very top of 
a Saturn V-II rocket blasting off for 
the moon, completely out of my own 
control. 


Someone recently pointed out at 
a support group that twelve is about 
the same time a girl would want a 
bra of her own, an interesting 
observation. I might have never 
reached this conclusion by myself. 
I find it invaluable to meet with 
other people and share our 
viewpoints in growing and 
acceptance, as well as trying to help 
others. 


In addition I am a heterosexual 
male. This was confusing before I 
discovered that sex and gender are 
different issues. I found out it is 
not uncommon for a cross-dresser 
to be heterosexual. This is not to 
say I am not without compassion 
and understanding for "anyone" who 
has this problem. Believe me, I 
know what a struggle it can be being 
gender dysphoric. But for myself I 
can’t tell you how much I love 
women. I always have. As a matter 
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of fact, when I take off my societal 
mask and go out as Carole, that 
love is only elevated. 


A newcomer’s wife asked me, 
"What if guys flirt with you when 
you’re out?" First of all they must 
be blind, and second I don’t even 
acknowledge their presence. 
Women on the other hand I notice, 
and at times have to struggle not to 
stare. Maybe it is because I am 
aware first hand of the trouble it 
takes to look nice. I certainly don’t 
look at women as a commodity, but 
it is with a sense of awe and even 
envy when they appear nice. 


My largest concern is passing 
and being accepted as a woman 
when cross-dressed, NOT making it 
with guys (I reject males and their 
attitudes). I have met 
cross-dressers who say I would 
change my sex if only I could learn 
to like guys. I don’t believe this is 
realistic, and certainly not for me. 


Although my friends are always 
supportive, face it; I am not Marilyn 
Monroe as Carole. I don’t have to 
be! I do try my best and work on 
it, learning makeup, styling wigs and 
hair, trying to dress appropriately, 
and share this information freely. 
(You can often hear me talk about 
makeup with crossdressers’ spouses.) 
The important thing is to feel 
beautiful inside and surround 
yourself with people who make you 
feel good, and to transfer this 
feeling around. 


I find I have to be realistic 
about it, again for myself. I have 
met some degree of success in my 
profession. Although ] am not ich, 
I have some flexibility including 
buying Carole clothes, cosmetics, 
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and whatever she needs. Not furs 
and diamonds but a sale outfit, 
outlet mall items, costume jewelry, 
but some neat stuff. I try to get it 
on sale, and almost never pay retail. 
It is not all-consuming, although at 
times it came close. I can also 
afford some money to help out at 
Our meetings with a package of 
Polaroid film (especially for the 
newcomers), and to cater a meal. I 
am a firm believer that we have to 
put back into the community what 
we take out. 


In this hard world, it would be 
difficult to try to live as Carole 
full-time and discard my male self. 
If I had millions of dollars I would 
spend more time as Carole. But the 
prospect of being an island at work, 
and perhaps being forced out and 
ending up flipping burgers or being 
unemployed is also not a pleasant 
prospect. Applying for any job, 
nonetheless, as a woman with male 
credentials, in a depressed job 
market, is not exciting. Sometimes 
it is a struggle, but I take a day ata 
time and do my best. Also at times 
being a male has its advantages, like 
buying a car or getting it serviced, 
and being assertive when necessary. 
I try to save good times for Carole 
and pamper her, as a "weekend 
warrior”. 


For me being crossgendered has 
finally come full circle. With the 
help of some special people I found 
myself, and began to try to help 
others. JI am not ashamed now 
when I buy a new piece of woman’s 
clothing and add it to my collection. 
I try to keep my crossdressing from 
coming out at work, dressing in the 
Privacy of my home and on trips out 
of town, Principally for meetings. 
In town I fool around with 
androgyny, or even go out mentally 
as Carole. If "they" find out, I will 
deal with it, but perhaps they won’t. 
If they do, I am certainly not 
ashamed of it and think of it as my 
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own "%$*%#" business. 


I am not happy about being 
single and not dating, but I suspect 
this will improve now that I am not 
so guilty inside. My efforts at 
passing have led me into appearing 
better as a male. I spend time 
taking care of my complexion, have 
lost a lot of weight, and have a 
more positive mental attitude (most 
important). I figure being 
crossgendered makes me _ an 
interesting person. I have let go of 
a lot of the pain and guilt of my 
early life about having woman’s 
feelings, and broken relations (some 
of which are due to my strong 
feminine side). I have accepted that 
this is how I am, and hope to meet 
a woman who will accept me. I 
would accept no less for her and 
myself, and plan to be open about 
It. 


For now I can come home to my 
woman’s clothes and dress. I have 
the good fortune of having made 
friends, Principally in our 
community, attending meetings. 1] 
exchange women’s funny cards with 
a dear crossgendered friend’s wife. 
I attend meetings and even was 
elected vice president of our San 
Antonio Tri-Ess Organization. Asa 
single, this is something that makes 
me proud. I hope I can meet the 
group’s expectations and pass on 
that you don’t have to be ashamed 
of who you are. We have all 
experienced so much of the same 


Stuff, and are such a talented 
community. 


I see a positive synergy between 
the couples and singles at our 
meetings. The Singles can remind 
the couples how lucky they are, and 
the singles can see that they don’t 
have to be alone because they are 
crossdressers. Of course, there will 
be differences, Singles may not 
have to answer to anyone (although 
I have had family obligations 
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financially) and have more flexibility 
in their efforts. On the other hand 
I have seen a number of supportive 
wives who let their husbands g0 to 
sleep in a nightgown, who go out 
and buy them cosmetics, shoes and 
clothes and are very supportive. 
The single crossgendered male often 
has to do this all on his own, and 
has no one intimate to share his life 
with. Also there is no danger that 
I would try to split a couple. | 
would never get between two people 
who are together; if anything, J 
would like to help bring them 
together. It is not just the dressing; 
it is the sharing and caring of 
womanhood I embrace, along with 
the physical image. 


This, of course, is my viewpoint; 
it is today’s. I admit it is a bit 
difficult living with both sides of the 
human condition, but I wouldn’t 
want it another way. At a support 
group we were discussing the 
question "If you could take a pill 
and stop being crossgendered, would 
you?". I don’t know about years 
ago, but now I would have to say 
NO! I would not want to go 
through life not feeling the things I 
feel. I am not ashamed of being 
crossgendered. | don’t tell everyone 
(especially my employer). But I 
enjoy crossdressing. I enjoy sharing 
the understanding I have developed 
in Our support group. You are not 
alone, and neither am I. 


Love, Carole. 
ED NOTE: 


Thank you for sharing your 
scintillating insights, Carol. You 
hold in your heart the key to a 
fulfilling crossgendered__ life-self- 
acceptance. May many heed your 
words and follow where you have 
led. May you build the rest of your 
life on the firm foundation you have 
set. You are wonderfully wise. 


Jane Ellen F. 
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A Couples Group That Works 


After a discussion with Linda 
Peacock the other night we were 
asked to share with the community 
our approach to wives and partners. 
Apparently, Linda thought our 
approach was unique, we didn’t 
really think so, but who knows. 


You see, in February we started 
a couples’ group in our chapter. 
Now we have seen a number of 
wives groups across the country 
come and go, heard rumblings of 
what happens in the wives’ groups 
and decided amongst ourselves that 
we didn’t really want a "Wives" 
group. What we wanted was a 
"Couples" group. So, we talked to 
our chapter members and asked 
them what they wanted, and we’re 
on our way. It turned out one of 
our couples also has an extensive 
background with a marriage 
encounter group, and have even 
served as group leaders for weekend 
seminars. They have been a great 
help to us all. 


We met the first time, and all 
had dinner. The original intent was 
to eat dinner, share some 
discussion, and call it a night. 
That’s not what happened. Yes, we 
all had dinner in a local restaurant, 
but after an hour and a half, it was 
Suggested that we all adjourn over 
to our chapter meeting room. 
Luckily, the meeting room was 
vacant and we spent the rest of the 
€vening in an open discussion, no 
Teal format. About 1:30 in the 
morning we decided to _ kick 
Everybody out because we had no 
Intentions of watching the sun come 
up. Lam not kidding. There was as 
Immediate chemistry between all the 
Couples. It was like all of a sudden 
we could talk honestly and openly 
grout things that bothered all of us. 
sey Kay and I made our trek 

up into the mountains 


wondering what we had done. 


The next meeting we skipped the 
restaurant and had a pizza party and 
again we found ourselves running 
everybody off in the wee hours of 
the morning. 


Let me tell you what is going 
on. First, our couples’ group is 
designed to integrate wives into our 
chapter. This is accomplished 
through honest communications and 
discussion. We do not allow any 
crossdressing at our couples 
meetings. It seems that we men 
think better without all the pretty 
clothes. Sure, we had some 
members who didn’t feel 
comfortable with this idea, at first 
but surprisingly it seemed to catch 
on. I suspect that the wives had 
more control over this than they 
might imagine. Originally the idea 
of no crossdressing was because we 
felt some of the newer wives might 
be more inclined to participate if 
they didn’t have to deal with the 
crossdressing right off the bat. This 
turned out to be the case. 


Secondly, we stumbled into a 
meeting format which really works 
for us. We now run our meetings in 
the following format. We all meet 
at about 7:00 in the evening. The 
wives head off into one room and 
leave us guys to our own devices for 
about an hour. Now, I am told that 
the wives have a discussion amongst 
themselves that is pretty intense. 
They have one ground rule, "NO CD 
BASHING". We guys on the other 
hand talked about computers and 
the like at the first couples’ 
meetings. But as we continue this 
activity the guys are starting to put 
our time to better use. After an 
hour the wives emerge, and we start 
the couples’ meeting. 
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Usually the wives will supply a 
topic of discussion from their 
meeting, and the topic is put on the 
floor where we can all kick it 
around. Please permit me a tangent 
at this point. I went home from the 
first few meetings boiling. I don’t 
like to have my strings pulled and 
these discussions were doing just 
that. I consider myself a fairly 
evolved individual, a leader in our 
community, and here I am getting 
upset over the contents of our 
couples meetings. Now I wasn’t put 
on the spot but points kept 
surfacing which illustrated to me 
just how ridiculous some of my 
perspectives really were. Just how 
much excess baggage I was carrying 
around from previous relationships. 
Just how much I was projecting on 
my significant other what I had seen 
from past relationships. 
Furthermore, I was not the only 
crossdresser in the group that was 
feeling this way. Now you would 
expect that the crossdressers would 
quit coming to the meetings. But 
wrong again, the attendance began 
to increase, the word was out and 
internal confrontation was in! 


One of the big revelations to us 
was that all of the couples in our 
group shared many common 
concerns. This has become evident 
in the wives’ meetings as well as the 
couples meetings. The concern is 
not necessarily crossdressing, but 
how we have attempted to deal with 
the crossdressing in our 
relationships. That is, the money 
issues, the time issues and the 
honesty issues. We have even 
coined a new syndrome, “The cat 
meowed twice”. 


"The cat meowed twice”. This 
syndrome relates to a game we 


crossdressers play quite often. It 
goes like this. I create some 
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idealized situation which will allow 
me to spend some _ time 
crossdressing, and something will 
come up to destroy the ideal 
situation, I won’t crossdress and 
then spend time being difficult to 
get along with. Shirley Kay has 
been kidding me for over a year 
now that the cat meowed twice 
instead of three times. What comes 
up may be a phone call, an 
unexpected trip to the grocery store, 
or God knows what. But none the 
less, some little insignificant factor 
comes into the picture and I take 
this as an excuse to not do what I 
wanted to do. Well, we found out 
that just about all of us play this 
game. It has to do with a couple of 
factors, many of which relate to our 
perceived level of acceptance on the 
part of our wives, or the idea that if 
we can’t crossdress for X number of 
hours then what’s the point. 


Here is an insight, that is a 
direct result of "The cat meowed 
twice” syndrome. As crossdressers 
we grew up under the idea that 
what we were doing, the act of 
crossdressing, was wrong. Either 
our parents told us it was wrong, or 
as Jaye puts it we simply believed it 
was wrong because of heritage. But 
whatever the case, we did not share 
the crossdressing activity with 
anyone else. It was a pretty private 
matter. Well, Tri-Ess comes along 
and we learn to share the 
crossdressing with others who do 
the same thing, safety in numbers, 
and we learn to go into public 
dressed, but remember, we Teally 
don’t care what the public thinks. 
What we haven’t learned to do is 
share the crossdressing with our 
wives! We really don’t trust what 


always been 
somewhat fantasy to all of us. Very 
little real world stuff. Yet a 
relationship that grows will 
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eventually be required to address 
the crossdressing in an environment 
which is greater than I! 


Our couples’ group has 
addressed this issue quite a bit. It 
is helping all of us increase our 
level of intimacy with our spouses. 
Breaking down walls that we built 
Many years ago. This is in our 
opinion what a real couples’ group 
does. 


One lesson we should have all 
learned by now is that you can’t fix 
an engine problem by washing the 
car. You can’t help a relationship 
by simply helping one party. You 
have to address the whole situation. 
You have to get the couple 
together, in an inert environment, 
and foster honest communications. 
One reason our meeting format 
works is because when the topic of 
discussion is put on the table, no 
one knows WHO it came from, 
there is no blame to place. We can 
all deal with the topic in an honest 
perspective because there is no 
"Well, John does this" kind of 
heritage. The flip side is because of 
the anonymity, we all have a 
tendency to read into it our own 
personal experiences. This is a 
powerful tool! 


The effect of our approach is 
growth, both on a personal level and 
a relationship level. Everyone feels 
that they are being heard. Everyone 
takes something away that they 
didn’t come with. We have watched 
one couple in particular grow closer 
and more understanding because of 
Our group. She didn’t even want to 
see him crossdressed when they 
Started, but -now they have 
negotiated a workable solution to 
the crossdressing and even told the 
kids. It is rather funny, telling the 
kids was a big issue for them. She 
was convinced that the oldest 
daughter (she is 15) would not take 
it well. But, not only did the oldest 
daughter do OK, she has helped dad 
with his hair and make-up and even 


wants to change his Name 


t 
Brooklyn, 


so she can call him 
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Brook. The major complaint from 
the kids seemed to be "why they 
weren’t told sooner". 


We have even invited Single 
crossdressers to the couples meeting 
because they have expressed a desire 
to attend. We lay ground rules and 
they are welcome. It turns out that 
everybody is interested in 
relationships. 


So why does it work? a few key 
points. 1) No Crossdressing at the 
couples’ meeting. 2) No blame is 
placed, the power of anonymity. 3) 
Honest communications because of 
no blame. We are preaching 
communications, understanding and 
negotiation, the foundation of 
relationships. we are working on a 
couples’ level - not a part of the 
couple. I believe we have taken 
another step forward in 
understanding and problem solution 
in an area very important to all of 
us. I wonder what Dan Quayl 
would say about our family values! 


————— 
Editorial Policy 


The Femme Mirror is absolutely commited to 
protecting the security and confidentiality of all Tri- 
Ess members. In order to ensure this protection, the 
Mirror conforms to the following editorial policy: 


1) The Mirror will not publish the last name of any 
Tri-Essmember withoutthe expressed written consent 
of the member, unless the surmame is known to be a 
pseudonym. 


2) We encourage all contributors to the Mirnr to 
adopt a pseudonym when submitting articles and 
letters for publication. We request that you place the 
sumame in quotation marks so that we will know itis 
@ pseudonym. 


3) We request that each contributor include her Tri- 
Ess number on all material, 


4) Contributors should avoid use of truelastnamesin 
letters or articles, and particularly in accounts of 
chapter activities and other events, We reserve the 
Tightto edit such material to removesumamesorother 
potentially Compromising information. 

Please help us to serve you in a professional 
manner. 


-Your Mirror Staff 


SS 


——_—— 
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WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO FEEL FEMININE? 


Do you remember the first time 
something soft and sensuous caught 
our eye? I do. For me it was a 
visit by my aunty and her daughter. 
When aunty unpacked her suitcase a 
pair of my cousin’s panties lay on 
the top of the clothes. 


] never will forget how frilly and 
sweet they looked and how badly I 
wanted to put them on. My aunt 
must have noticed me staring at 
them, for she asked me if I would 
like to hold them. When I came to 
my senses, I yelled NO! Then I 
grabbed my bat and ball and ran. | 
was about 5 years old then and have 
rued the day that I missed my first 
entrance into the beautiful world of 
feminine cuisine. 


My mother cultivated my flair 
for femininity by letting me 
experience girlish things and ways. 
I'll always be grateful to her for 
that. 


Is being effeminate a state of 
mind or a state of being? 


I think it is both. To be soft 
and gentle is showing a state of 
being. To be compassionate and 
Caring is a state of mind. 


To be gracious and considerate 
of others; a stalwart figure in times 
of pain or sorrow but to be a little 


Zigma Epsilon presents: 


November 11-15, 1992 


shy and submissive in times of want; 
to practice restraint and be an 
example of courage; to curb your 
temper and portray a subtleness; to 
cuddle and purr and show your 
appreciation for someone being 
there; to wash the diapers and 
nurse or feed the baby; to just be a 
woman through and through. 


It’s a lot more than nice dresses 
and pretty lingerie. It’s so much 
more than all the physical trappings 
of being feminine. 


You must fecl the little girl in 
your heart. You must know she’s 
there and by God’s hand you 
understand but others don’t. 


It’s a terrible thing I think, to 
have missed growing up with her. 
The mornings she awoke, sleepy 
eyed, sitting up in her bed, 
stretching and yawning. Her long 
curls a mess and sleep still in her 
pretty eyes. Oh! Yes she was a real 


cutie. Hopping out of bed, 
throwing off her lacy gown and 
jumping into her panties and 


starched dress. On with her shoes 
that strapped over her feet, down 
the hall to the bathroom to brush 
her tecth and comb out the tangles 
in her hair. "Don’t forget the satin 
bow for your hair,” you say! 


She’s off to conquer the world. 


Atlanta, GA 


For information write: 


Linda Peacock 
P. 0. Box 7241 


Tallahassee, Il. 32314-7241 
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Patti 
To imagine knights in shining armor 
and ladies in soft and silky gowns; 
butterflies and dandelions; soft 
kittens and pretty dolls. She is all 
you wanted to be and more. She, is 
you! 


She grows up too fast and you 
were there. You struggled through 
puberty with her and watched as she 
changed from a little girl into a full 
woman. There were plenty of times 
that you wanted to share her 
experiences but you could not. So, 
you patiently waited your turn. You 
tried to cross over but to no avail. 
You even called but she remained 
to elusive. Then one day as if by a 
miracle your mind awoke with a 
wonderful euphoric realization that 
you no longer have to run after her, 
for she was you. You had grown up 
with her all along. This beautiful 
girl child that had blossomed so 
fully before your eyes was you. 
Make her proud that God chose you 
to be her and nurture her existence 
as she has nurtured yours. For this 
little girl has given you the most 
special honor to live as a woman in 
this feminist world. 


Do it well. ... Patti 


Just a few thoughts from 
someone who is out here alone. ... 
Patti. 


OColida 


VU CINING 
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A Spark Ignites a Blaze... 


Today, I had a conversation with Jane Ellen Fairfax. During the course of the conversation, she asked 
me if I had any ideas on programs that Tri-Ess could start that would be of benefit to the local chapters, 
There are probably many things that would be of help to the local chapters, but the only thing I could 
think of at the spur of the moment, would be a regional meeting of chapter leaders. The purpose of this 
meeting would be to discuss ideas on how to make each individual chapter more responsive to the needs 
of its members, and to the future of Tri-Ess at both the regional and national levels. We have an 
Opportunity to do this next March. I would like to thank Carol Beecroft for the vision of having a regional 
Holiday En Femme. This would give the leaders of the Southwest and Northwest Regions a chance to 
meet each other, and possibly come out with new avenues for the exchange of information and ideas for 
the betterment of Tri-Ess as a whole. 


Our organization is only as strong as the members wish it to be, and I for one want it to be the most 
dynamic support group for the bigender individual in the nation. With the creation of this type of 
communication between chapters, we will become the most responsive National Organization. 


I hope that what I have said ma’ ¢ sense to the membership of Tri-Ess, and that the majority of the 
leaders in the Southwest and Nort! :st Regions will plan to attend the Regional Holiday En Femme. 


Joanna Hartell 


A letter to all leaders... and members. 


September 13, 1992 


My name is Joanna Hartel, I am the President of the Sigma Beta Chapter. I have been in contact with 
Carol Beecroft in regard to her idea on having a Regional Holiday En Femme in San Francisco next 


Northwest and Southwest Regions of Tri-Ess. 


Our sorority. We will address the problems th 
along with the ones that haven’t. 


I am hoping that it will be my pleasure to meet 
participation in this meeting, Tri-Ess may lose the 
of a great benefit to all our local chapters. 


you at the regional Holiday En Femme. Without your 
Opportunity to develop an effective tool that could be 


Joanna Hartell 

President; Sierra Silver Belles 
P.O. Box 1993 

S. Lake Tahoe, CA 96151 
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The Result... 
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Regional Leadership Council 


The future of Tri-Ess rests in 
the hands of Jane Ellen Fairfax and 
the Board of Directors. Our good 
fortune is in the fact that we do 
have a strong group of caring and 
intelligent people to guide Tri-Ess 
on the National level. We also need 
to give our thanks to Virginia 
Prince and Carol Beecroft, not only 
for starting our sorority, but for the 
many years of nurturing it. 


Tri-Ess is a great thing to a 
large number of people. Some of 
its members feel it is the ideal place 
to enjoy an evening socializing while 
doing a very basic part of their 
being. To others it is the need to 
express a softer and gentler side of 
themselves, in a non-judgmental 
setting. Still others want to help 
sisters who are still in the closet of 
fears and loneliness emerge to “Be 
All That They Can Be". 


Tri-Ess has a basic vision, that: 
An individual has the right to 
express both the Masculine gender, 
and the Feminine gender in any way 
that is appropriate for that person. 
Society is in the gradual process of 
learning that sex and gender 
expression do not go hand in hand. 
Sexual preference is not determined 
by gender expression. Tri-Ess has 
been working for a long time to 
educate society of these basic truths. 


At the national level, 
Tri-Ess’ primary concern 
should be in this area. This 
level should also be the last 
Tesort in handling of the 
Problems that arise on a 


chapter leaders could receive help 
on the problems they encounter in 
their chapter operations. 


In March the Western United 
States is going to have the 
opportunity to institute this level of 
leadership. The proposal of having 
a Regional Holiday En Femme in 
San Francisco will give the chapter 
leaders an opportunity to establish 
a Regional Leadership Council. 
This Leadership Council should 
have the following goals: 


1) Create a greater sense of unity 


among the Chapters and 
Chapter Leaders, in the 
Northwest and Southwest 


Regions of Tri-Ess. 


2) Discuss the problems that affect 
the local Tri-Ess Chapters, and 
develop solutions to the 
problems. 


3) Establish a 
communication to keep the 
chapter leaders advised of 
developments in other chapters 
that could be of benefit to their 
chapters. 


system of 


4) Communicate with  Tri-Ess 


National, and advise them on 
any ideas that could be of 
benefit to 
Organization. 


the National 


any4 Brown’. 


t 


Silicon or 
cal level. The easiest way ae iy - or 
- help the Board of 25% off thesis Emp 
rectors to educate Retail 

Society, would be in the THESES 


formation of another level 
of leadership. This level 
will give a place that local 


T.P. Brown, P.O.Box 257, Windsor, OH. 44099 
(A Ori-Ess Member Gerving Her Sisters) 
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can fit 
bra sizes 
92A-46D 


5) Advise Tri-Ess National on 
anything that the parent 
organization could do to help 
with the problems in the 
Region. 


6) Discuss the possibility of having 
a Regional Holiday En Femme 
on an annual basis. 


7) Allow the leaders of Tri-Ess 
Chapters to develop friendships 


among themselves for the 
betterment of Tri-Ess as a 
whole. 


8) Arrange for other events in the 
region that would be both 
crossdressing and non-dressing 
events. 


The effectiveness of our Board 
of Directors in dealing with the 
education of the general public 
would be greatly improved,as well as 
the effectiveness of dealing with the 
problems of local chapters. There 
are a great many things that could 
be accomplished on a Regional 


Level, that would be almost 
impossible on the National Level. 
More important, the Chapter 


Leaders would have a greater sense 
of unity and accomplishment. This 
would only insure that Tri-Ess will 
become the strongest and most 
effective organization of its type. 


I am looking forward to 
meeting the rest of the 
chapter leaders in the 
Western United States, in 
March. I hope what IJ have 
said is enough to instill a 
desire for all the chapters 
to come. 


Joanna E. Hartell 

S.S.B. Chapter 

P.O. Box 19933 

S. Lake Tahoe, CA 96151 
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As a crossdresser’s wife who 
has recently become involved in 
the gender community, I have 
seen and experienced firsthand 
just how vitally important 
wives’/girlfriends’ participation is 
to not only one another, but also 
to the crossdressers and equally 
important, the public! 


As evidenced by our own 
community’s response toward us, 
Tri-Ess in particular, our input is 
not only needed but is welcomed 
eagerly. We are full, equal, 
voting members of Tri-Ess, 
therefore we should definitely 
exercise Our membership and 
take full advantage of all the 
programs geared toward not only 
our needs, but couples’ needs as 
well. 


So with this in mind, I’d like 
to propose "A Call to Arms" for 
ALL wives and girlfriends to 
educate ourselves and participate 
as much as possible, regardless of 


WIG CATALOG 


A CALL TO ARMS 


differing degrees of acceptance. 
I believe if we ALL do this and 
show society that we are working 
together for our community, then 
society will more readily accept 
the gender community as just 
another part of our diverse world. 


Our own problems with our 
mates’ crossdressing often stem 
from the very same mix of guilt, 
shame, fear and lack of education 
our partners feel. Because 

ciety is very misinformed about 

ossgendcred behavior, largely 
due to the media’s blatant 
misrepresentation of all 
crossdressers as being gay or 
fetish dressers (even though they 
are very small in number by 
comparison) the general public 
does not fully accept us. As a 
result of this non-acceptance, we 
often heap guilt upon ourselves 
and/or our mates because we feel 
misunderstood. However, as I 
have seen, the public will listen to 


TV CATALOG 
MAKE-up 
LINGERIE 

TV BOOKS 


SORORITY PINS!! 


Yes, these are the original Tri-Ess 


by Colleen (TX-9067-H) 


us if we are visibly educating 
ourselves and actively 
participating at support group 
meetings and conventions, and 
appearing in public with our 
crossdressed mates, if we are 
able. Then society will see we 
are just couples and accept us as 
yet another facet of a complex 
world. 


So, if we all band together 
and participate and educate 
ourselves and others as much as 
possible, we will be working to 
change society’s misguided 
perceptions of the gender 
community. In turn, as the public 
further assimilates our 
community, it will eventually 
greatly alleviate many of our 
concerns about our mates and 
ourselves. 


So, ladies, please join me in 
the "Call to Arms" and let us 
work together toward progress 
for everyone! 


TRI-ESS 


Sorority Pins created for the historic1987 
San Francisco Holiday En Femme. Now, a 
new limited edition pin has been 
manufactured, using the original die, and is 
available from Alpha Zeta Chapter for only 


$10.00! 


CROWNING GLORY WIGS 


PO BOX 40366 °SAN DIEGO°CALIF¢92164 


Write to: 


Dagny, 

c/o Alpha Zeta Chapter 
P.O. Box 24459 
Tempe, AZ 85285-4459 
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NOW IS THE TIME - Carpe Diem! 


First, I need to preface this article 
by stating that it is really meant as a 
companion piece to an article written 
by my wife, Colleen, which is appearing 
in the August, 1992 Tri-Ess W.A.CS. 
newsletter entitled "A Call To Arms". 
(Reprinted on the preceeding page) In 
my wife’s article she expresses the 
extremely important need _ for 
wives'/girlfriends’ ACTIVE participation 
in the gender community; especially in 
the areas of public education and 
outreach efforts. Of course these are 
also crucial areas of importance for us, 
the crossgendered, as well. However, I 
would like to discuss an equally 
important (if not greater) factor in our 
gaining widespread public acceptance: 
PUBLIC VISIBILITY! In other words, 
"taking our case to the people" by 
getting "out of the closet" and staying 
there! 


At the present time, society is 
possibly more aware and at least more 
tolerant of us than at any other time in 
modern history. This is largely due to 
the many outreach efforts, particularly 
in the television and newsprint media, 
in the last 2-3 years. Crossdressers 
have practically become a household 
word, if not a topic, and it appears our 
visibility through these media has 
reached its zenith, as there seems to be 
a subtle decrease recently in the 
media’s coverage of crossdressing. 
Could it actually be that we are 
becoming a boring, unscandalous 
bunch?! Are we no longer being 
Perceived as "mysterious deviants"?! It 
would appear so, as we have made 
Some serious inroads into the collective 
conscience of the public! 


All of this leads me to this 
conclusion: "Now Is The Time!" The 
time for what, you ask?! Well, NOW is 
the time for as many of us who can, to 
Stop procrastinating, stop feeling guilty 
for being who and what we naturally 
eee being ashamed of our desire 

or look like women and GET 


OUT OF THE CLOSET’S darkness, 
shadows and loneliness and into the 
light! As many of us who can, NEED 
to do this and show the public that we 
are PROUD of ourselves for being who 
we are! Because if we continue to 
sequester ourselves en masse in our 
proverbial closets we are shooting 
ourselves in the foot, thereby crippling 
ourselves, and greatly hindering our 
community’s chances for mass 
acceptance! WE are our worst enemy, 
not society! If we get out there and 
show people we are PROUD of 
ourselves, 1 believe it stands to reason 
they WILL eventually accept us! 
However, if we continue to necdlessly 
hide and feel guilty over being 
crossgendered, we ourselves will 
continue projecting the negative aura of 
shame and perversion that has 
surrounded us for TOO long, and the 
public will continue buying it! Is that 
what we want?! 


Right now we have a very real, 
tangible “window of opportunity" to 
present a united front on behalf of all 
of our sisters in the world! We MUST 
seize it now, or we will risk losing all 
we have worked for, and be once again 
relegated to the "dark ages"! This is 
especially true now, with the recent 
return to so-called "family values" and 
psuedomorality pervading America in 
the early 90’s. I’m all for family values, 
but that must include families with 
crossgendered people and gay people as 
well! The recent return to the "Father 
Knows Best" ideal of a family, as is 
being currently propagated by certain 
factions of our own government and 
theologians, is indeed a scary one, 
especially for people such as ourselves, 
as laws could once again be reinstated 
or created which would make our 
freedom of expression ILLEGAL! 
There are no doubt detractors out 
there who will accuse me of being an 
alarmist, but J suggest that they review 
the recent censorship cases in the fields 
of art and entertainment! It is only a 
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By Phyllis (TX-3409-H) 


matter of time before it increases in all 
aspects of life in America - if we don’t 
fight it! 


Conversely, the gay community, 
who have faced many of the same 
struggles that we have, have united 
much more than the gender community 
and have made infinitely greater strides 
than we. True, AIDS has unfairly been 
labeled as a "gay disease" and has 
hindered their community in the last 
decade, but largely, being gay is 
considered a lifestyle choice, whereas 
being crossgendered is still basically 
regarded as a "perversion". Witness 
our present inclusion in the DSM-IITR 
and similar documents! We would do 
well to take a cue from the gay 
community and strive for greater 
organization, pride, and unity within 
our own community. This combined 
with GREATLY increased public 
visibility will "turn the tide" for us as a 
minority group. It’s been said that "the 
90’s will be our decade", and I agree, 
but only if WE make it so! True, 
public outreach must continue, and it 
will be best if we can get out of the 
realm of "Tabloid" television and 
journalism and be covered seriously and 
in-depth on a news-type program such 
as "48 Hours", but I believe only so 
much more can be achieved in this 
manner. 


The bottom line is this: we are on 
the "crest of a wave" insofar as our 
exposure through the public outreach 
efforts and media exposure are 
concerned. As stated previously these 
media must continue to be utilized, but 
we are nearing, if we haven't already 
reached, the saturation point. People 
have heard a lot about us, now they 
NEED to SEE us, to verify our very 
existence! So let’s stop making excuses 
and GET OUT THERE NOW, before 
we lose this chance! Carpe Diem! 
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What do you know, girls, we were 
actually mentioned at the Republican 
National Convention. Of course we 
were maligned as usual. 


Pat Buchanan claimed that, "20,000 
liberals and radicals came dressed up as 
moderates and centrists in the greatest 
single exhibition of crossdressing in 
American political history.” Was this to 
be an insult or a compliment? 


Mr. Buchanan’s statement obviously 
implies that crossdressing was an 
attempt at improving the opposition’s 
appearance before the general 
population. What a pleasant thought! 
Under this logic crossdressing is a way 
to improve one’s image. 


In truth however, Mr. Buchanan’s 
real meaning emerged in his next 
Statements, when he stated that, 
"Clinton’s changing America stood for 
abortions, homosexual Tights, 
discrimination against religious schools 
and women in combat. This is not the 
kind of change we can tolerate in a 
nation we still call God’s country.” 


Before I go any further I would 
like to state that I don’t like either of 
these candidates. This is not an article 
aimed at promoting one party's 
platform over the others. That being 
said, let’s move on. 


Who's God? In this country we 
have people from every faith in the 
world. Many of these religions do not 
agree with some ideas or any ideas in 
these platforms put forth by our 
political leaders. 


My only concern with politics is the 
mainstreaming of CD’s into this society. 
Homosexuals have organized in order 
to further their position in society. In 
the past ten years they have made some 
major advances in their cause. We must 
do the same. 


Mr. Buchanan’s speech singled us 
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There They Go Again 


out. He degraded us by comparing us 
to liars who put forth a false image of 
who and what we are. This is patently 
false. 


I am a crossdresser. I am open and 
honest about it. All who know me as 
Don also know me as April. I was 
recently interviewed by my college 
newspaper as April. I allowed them to 
print both my male and female names. 
They published pictures of me as a man 
and as a woman. I would like to meet 
the politician who has some 
idiosyncracy that society frowns on, who 
has the nerve to tell the truth about it 

) the world. 


Mr. Buchanan should think before 
throwing stones. Democrat, Republican, 
conservative and liberal, politicians are 
the biggest group of crossdressers in 
the world. They change their image 
with every speech. When speaking to 
Blacks and Hispanics they talk about 
affirmative action. Mention the 
homeless, and they talk about 
affordable housing. To the Jews the 
praise Israel. Down South they eat 
grits and degrade Northern social 
policies. In Detroit they malign foreign 
car companies. I wonder if they ever 
get confused and forget who they are 
supposed to be or where they are. 


To Mr. Buchanan I have this to 
say. Don’t come calling names here. A 
few months ago you were attacking 
George Bush daily as you campaigned 
against him. Today you sign on and 
endorse him, and have the nerve to 
Tefer to crossdressers. Politicians 
certainly have to be our sisters, but 


they are from the deceitful, wrong side 
of the family. 


To the rest of My crossdressing 
sisters I say this. In the words of the 
Republican patriarch, "There They Go 
Again." It is time that we stood up to 
be counted. We cannot continue to sit 
back when we are ridiculed and think 
that life will get better for us. When we 


Fall 1992 


April L. 


are put down we should fight back. 
Write letters to your papers and to the 
people who have attacked us. Join or 
form groups to work for greater 
acceptance into society. We harm 
nobody by crossdressing and we should 
be free to live our lives without the 
threat of discrimination and_ bigotry 
hanging over us. 


Subscribe to: 


TV/TS TAPESTRY Journal 
P.O. Box 367 
Wayland, MA 01778 


] will always cherish the memory of 
my first time out in public as a lady! 
Although I’ve been going out en femme 
with my TOTALLY supportive and 
encouraging wife Colleen 2-3 times a 
week, and have done just about 
everything one can do in public, 
including flying to and from a TV talk 
show in Detroit crossdressed (earning 
my Transgendered Airline "wings"!), my 
first time out was a truly special 
occasion. 


Prior to this, I had been to one 
Boulton and Park meeting and wasn’t 
sure if I'd ever go public with my 
"crossdressing". It was the 1992 Texas 
T Party that gave me the impetus to 
GO FOR IT. 


On the last day of the T, a Sunday, 
Colleen and J were packing to go back 
home to Austin, and since | didn’t 
bring ANY masculine clothes (yecch!) 
with me I had to go home as a gir!! 
Colleen was disappointed about being 
too late to register for the city tour and 
Suggested that she and Phyllis do 
something in San Antonio before 
returning home. This made Phyllis 
both ecstatic and VERY nervous! 
“Come on", Colleen told me, "it will be 
fun and J know you want to do it!" At 
that point I wondered if I could 
actually get through it without dying of 


embarrassment, or worse yet being 
harassed! 


Next my thoughts turned to what I 
Was wearing. I was dressed in a simple 
fitted knee-length skirt, a short sleeved 
silk blouse and my strawberry blonde 
hair was freshly curled and set. It was 
nowhere Near as ornate as the 
€xquisitely beautiful full-length satin 
gowns and the luscious lingerie I had 
worn the nights before at the T, but I 
felt perhaps even more genuinely 


feminine as it would be appropriate for 
Thy "debut". 


After a late breakfast, we said 
800dbye to all of our new friends in 


MY FIRST TIME OUT 


the gender community and departed 
the Radisson Hotel for "Phyllis’ Big 
Adventure"! Although I was still in a 
state of "Gender Euphoria’, from being 
nothing but a girl for 4 days, it was 
tempered by the acute realization that 
I would no longer be in the safe haven 
of the gender community, but out in 
the REAL world. 


I thought I'd be a pretty good pass, 
since I’m not very tall, I have soft 
features for a male, and I have long 
hair. Fear was definitely present, but 
the joy of being a girl FAR eclipsed it. 


The next thing I knew I was on the 
"Fashion Floor" of the Riverwalk Mall 
(ironic, isn’t it?!) walking past LOTS of 
people and shops! We went into 
Victoria’s Secret (if she only knew 
mine!) and many other shops and I was 
deliriously happy! Phyllis and her 
loving wife out together as two ladies! 


We then went out to the Riverwalk 
itself, something we've done many times 
before, but not as two girls! As we sat 
there basking in the warm Texas sun, I 
was overcome by the strongest feminine 
feeling I'd ever had to that point! I 
was literally "blown away" by the 
moment! 


We spent the rest of the afternoon 
enjoying the mall, and if I was read I 
didn’t know it, and it wouldn’t have 
mattered anyway! NOTHING could 
have spoiled my mood that day! 


In the end, my first time out was 
one of the most beautiful and pure 
moments of my life. It symbolized 
Phyllis’s arrival as a "real" person and 
inaugurated a permanent lifestyle of 
freedom of feminine expression for me! 
Since that time I’ve lost 30 pounds, 
refined my feminine image (although 
I'll admit J still have to work on my 
only true giveaway, my voice) and I’ve 
become the Secretary/Treasurer of the 
newly formed Eta Tau Chapter! I’m 
truly a very happy girl, and J owe all of 


Fall_1992 


The Ferme Mirror 


Phyllis TX-3409-H 


it to my wife Colleen. Without her 
love and encouragement there never 
would have been a “first time out" at 
all. 


Newsletter Editors: 


Please send acopy ofeach edition 
of your newsletter directly to the 
FEMME MIRROR, c/o Jane Ellen 
Fairfax, P.O. Box 1105, Alief, TX 
77411-1105. We would like 
permission to reprint letters and 
articles from your publication which 
are of interest and significance to our 
readers. We promise to give proper 
credit for anything we print. 


Many Thanks..... 


-MIRROR Staff 


——— SS | 


If You Are Moving... 
Please Notify us of your Change of 
Address by writing to: 

Tri-Ess 
P.O. Box 194 
‘Tulare, CA 93275 


PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR TRESS. 
I 
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Tee cece sees me ese 
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P.O. Box 31253 
Jackson, MS 39286-1253 


Many of us face extremely difficult 
situations as crossdressers (CD). Some 
of us are not spoken too well of by 
family and friends or neighbors. Our 
motive is misjudged. As far as many of 
them, and especially our dear ones, are 
concerned we are sexual deviates. Oh 
boy! How the devil loves to have that 
one levelled against us. To others our 
lifestyle is a perpetual party or we will 
want to have sexual reassignment 
surgery. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. We are heterosexual 
crossdressers. Transsexuals are of 
another genre. Gays are still another. 
We are alone in our category and 
unlike any of the others. Our rejection 
stems from the confusion experienced 
by our families and friends. They 
simply are unable to sort it out and 
that is mainly because they refuse to 
learn anything about our situation. 
They won't even pose a question. The 
simple reason is, they would hear the 
truth, and sometimes the truth can be 
a frightening matter. As soon as we 
would open our mouths their minds 
would go to automatic reject, and 
anything we would have to say would 
go in one ear and out the other. We 
are not to be pitied; our well meaning 
critics are. It is they who are denying 
themselves association with us fine folks 
who are friends and relatives. 


Didn’t Jesus say in Matthew 15:37, 
"..a prophet is not without honor 
except in his own country and in his 
own house". That statement simply 
shows what it is to be different. Jesus 
was certainly different from the 
Pharisees who were steeped in their 
own self made righteousness. Jesus 
claimed to be the Son of God sent 
from Heaven!!! (John 6:38-9). He ate 
and drank with sinners. He beat up 
the money changer and the merchants 
of animal sacrifices and drove them out 
of the temple. (Jn 2:13-16). He made 
Matthew, a tax collector, one of His 
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disciples. Yes, Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God was different from those who 
claimed to follow God and made public 
displays by praying on street corners, 
"and for a pretense, make long 
prayers".(Matt. 23:13-35). They loudly 
decried Jesus. (Lk. 16:14). Yes! Jesus 
was different. He didn’t fit the 
Pharisee’s concept of God. He healed 
on the Sabbath. (Pharisees: "...he 
keepth not the Sabbath day". (Jn. 9:16). 
He made wine and people partied. 
(Jn.2:1-12). To cap it all: after He had 
been crucified for our sins and was 

iried, He rose from the grave on the 

ird day and appeared to Mary 

sagdelene who was the first to see 
Him in His resurrected state. You may 
ask what is so notable about that? 
Women were the underdogs of the day 
and Mary Magdelene was the woman 
out of whom Jesus cast 7 demons. 
(Luke 8:2). He chose to appear to a 
woman who was different also. 


What am I trying to say? Jesus’ 
life was unorthodox. He was not a 
member or follower of the 
“establishment” of those days. In 
juxtaposition we are different from the 
usual run of humanity. We are 
different from our friends and 
neighbors and family members which 
makes us subject to criticism while our 
sisters and some friends have no 
problem with us. We are not prophets 
but we are without honor in our own 
homes and the butt of many unsolicited 
and unjust opinions. 


We were created CDs. We are 
constitutional CDs. God knows us. 
He made us this way. (Psalm 139:13- 
15). Take the shield of faith (Eph. 
6:16) and let all of the flak that comes 
our way bounce off of it up to God 
who can deal with it. If He does 
nothing more, He can help us to be 
tolerant and loving towards our Critics 
even if they choose not to try to 
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understand us. God can give us an 
acceptance of ourselves and help us to 
stop fighting the losing battle against 
our crossdressing. In my ignorance, ] 
fought it for my whole life until | 
reached 67 years. At that age I finally 
accepted myself for what God made 
me. For 45 of those years I was a 
"born-again" Christian. I am now a 
born-again Christian CD. Through the 
Bible 5 years ago I came to realize | 
was created this way -- accepted it in 
full faith. I have taken my shield and 
warded off my critics for God to deal 
with, and He has spared me a lot of 
discordant situations with those who 
refuse to understand me. Those dearly 
beloved ones are His problem. He has 
given us our shield of faith to use 
along with the whole armor of God 
(Eph. 6:12-17). If you have never 
bowed your knees to Christ and 
thanked Him for His sacrifice for our 
sins and asked Him into your life, you 
have no idea what is missing. By all 
means, do it. 


New Phone for G&L ONLY (601) 362- 
6335, 


Crossdressing With Dignity 
by Dr. Peggy Rudd 


Written by the wife of a crossdresser, 
this provocative book addresses 
the emotions that surface as 
crossdressers transcend 
gender lines. 


Available for $12.95 (US) from: 


PM Publishers 
P.O. Box 5304 
Katy, Texas 77491-5304 
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The Erie Sisters 
Present 
Riverside Gala Weekend 
November 21-22, 1992 
Riverside Inn 
Cambridge Springs, PA 


The Erie Sisters are proud to present the Riverside Gala Weekend. This will be a wonderful event with 
excellent cuisine, great entertainment and, most important, an opportunity to express your feminine self in the 
surroundings of a turn of the century hotel loaded with Victorian charm. 

So ladies, gather up your prettiest gown or party dress and join the Erie Sisters for what is sure to be an 
outstanding event! 


Package Includes: 


¢ Seminars 
¢ Vendor Displays 
e Semi-Formal Banquet 
¢ Live Entertainment 
¢ Lodging Saturday Night 
¢ Farewell Breakfast 


A professional cosmetologist will be on hand for make-overs or touch-ups and also a wig stylist who can 
give you that special "do" you’ve always dreamed about. 
The lodge will be open for lunch and afternoon snacks and also in the evening for those who like to 
socialize in the wee hours. 
The cost for the complete package, including your room, is only $85.00 single and $130.00 double for a 
single sharing a room. If you can’t stay overnight, the cost for Saturday only is $35.00/person. 
A surcharge will apply to reservations received after October 15th. 
For a complete brochure, including a schedule of events, map and reservation form, please write to: 
The Erie Sisters Club 
2115 W. 8th St. 
Suite 261 
Erie, PA 16505 


Don’t miss this chance to experience Convention life at only a fraction of the cost! 


Chairperson: Committee Chairs: 
Pamela Dresser Advertising - Becky Banquet - Lottie Hatfield 
Woodright Seminars - Jenny White 


Entertainment - Ann Hill 
Vendors - Diane L. 


Fall 1992 


The Femme Mirror 


May 20-24, 1993 


Dignity Cruise IV - Royal Caribbean’s Bahamas 
$545 without air or $698 with air from most cities 


Contact: Dr. Peggy Rudd 
1811 Crutchfield: 
Katy, Texas 77449 
Dignity Cruises offer an 


Opportunity for crossdressers and those 
who love them to share many first-time 
experiences. For example, how many 
times have you wished to escape into a 
world of fantasy; a world of beauty and 
splendor? Have you ever wished to 
dine in a formal room where you can 
Savor a delicious seven-course meal 
while wearing your very most feminine 
attire? Has anyone ever helped you 
with your chair or opened a door for 
you? How many times have you 
wished to experience elegance in every 
waking hour? 


Or perhaps you have wondered just 
how much "Lady Luck" would smile 
down upon you if you played blackjack, 
roulette, poker, or craps in your most 
elegant, formal gown. 


The Dignity Cruises to the 
Bahamas this year and last provided a 
magical world for all the happy 
travelers in our group. Some of the 
girls tried some fancy footwork in 
several pulsating nightclubs. Others 
enjoyed watching the lavishly costumed 
dancers bring rousing renditions of 
Broadway's and Hollywood’s best 
shows. During the day, calypso music 
set the mood for lazy hours on the 
sun-swept beaches. Beautiful 
aquamarine water and palm trees 
provided a backdrop for the 
photographs taken. 


The group that made up this year’s 
dignity cruise experienced the wonder 
of a magical world on board the Royal 
Caribbean’s Nordic Empress. No one 
wanted it to end. We encountered no 
problems and were well accepted by 
both crew and fellow passengers. 


I don’t remember who said it first, 
but before we had returned to Miami, 
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The Ultimate Fantasy 


each of our happy travelers said, "Why 
can’t we do this every year? Once is 
not enough! Could this become an 
annual event?" 


Although J had told several people 
who are close to me that we would not 
be doing any more Dignity Cruises after 
this year’s, these remarks convinced me 
that dignity cruising holds a rare benefit 
available in no other activity in the 
f nder community. This became the 

‘tivation needed to move forward 

i make plans for 1993. Once again 
you will have the opportunity to sail 
with Dignity on May 20-24, 1993. This 
trip to the Bahamas is on board the 
Royal Caribbean’s beautiful Nordic 
Empress. The price for this cruise is 
$545 without air or $698 with air from 
most cities. These prices are based on 
double occupancy. For those persons 
who book air through the cruise line, 
there will be a Hyatt-quality hotel 
available for $49 per person on May 
20th in Miami. Each year, we have 
dinner with other members of the 
gender community from the Miami 
area, and always have a lot of fun. 


Early booking is important, because 
the paper track required to make this 
cruise so special takes about 45 days 
within the offices of Royal Caribbean 
cruise lines. Also when the decision is 
made to book a cruise with our travel 
agent, a $100 per person deposit is 
Tequired. Melanie and I have already 
paid deposits for 32 persons for the 
1993 Dignity Cmise, This will 
guarantee lower rates and the date we 
requested. 


; Dignity Cruises are a not-for-profit 
activity sponsored by Peggy and 
Melanie Rudd. Aj] Profit goes to 
Royal Caribbean Cruise Line and trave] 
agent. We feel this is Tight, because 
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they have done so much to make our 
groups feel welcome and accepted. 
Our reward comes when we see so 
many persons from our community find 
a new level of self-acceptance, self- 
fulfillment, and a true sense of true 
inner beauty. This is surely the 
ultimate fantasy. 


This year, some pcople were 
disappointed when they found that 
reservations were closed six weeks 
before sailing, so don’t delay. Send a 
deposit of $100 to our travel agent: 


Anne of Cruise Ahoy 
11211 Katy Freeway, #300 
Houston, Texas, 77079 
Phone (713)556-1513 


For additional information, write me at 
the following address: 


Dr. Peggy Rudd 
1811 Crutchfield 
Katy, Texas 77449 


We are looking forward to 
spending these wonderful moments with 
you. Projecting forward to 1994, we 
are planning a Fall Foliage Cruise 
which will begin from the Northeast. 


Love, 


Peggy Rudd 
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From The 1992 Dignity Cruise 
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There was picture taking... 


Jane Ellen and Mary at the 
Captain’s Cocktail Party... 


a NN 
Jackie and Barbara enjoying dinner... 
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The Group... 


Gail 


Food, Food, and more Food!!! 
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Dressing Head to Toe 
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A section for you, by you, bursting with hints on how to Dress to Thrill or just lounge around the house! 


Figgerin’ it out for a size 16 


When I was growing up in Chicago, 
in the 50s and, by then, was a practicing 
CD, private and public, no one ever heard 
of CD boutiques or CD mail order 
services. 


I had two main problems with my 
transformation -- hair and curves. As hair 
was the lesser of the two evils, I’ll focus 
on the latter. I was very fortunate in that 
I could fit into all of my mother’s clothes 
and shoes (ouch!) All that was required 
in that respect was to develop the 
necessary photographic memory needed to 
avoid detection! But deep, dark secrets 
are the mother of invention and, while a 
so-so student as school, at home I 
regularly earned an A+ for returning 
everything to its proper place - folded and 
positioned just so. This included her 
closets, drawers, bath hamper and dirty 
clothes in the basement. But curves were 
always my main worry. Girdles were 
always handy. J discovered, for making a 
frontal attack in public, I had nothing to 
Stuff into them but my mean lean athletic 
male frame! While in a masculine frame 
of Perspective I reveled in my slim hipped, 
tight bunned muscularity. But when the 
feminine aspect of my personality began 
to assert itself on an increasingly more 
Powerful and regular basis, I realized that 
4 major overhaul on my configuration was 
in order if I were to meet the demands of 


both my dual psyché and of the world 
Out there" 


1 was astute enough to realize that 
fashions are passing fancies and, while I 
Sloried in the swish of my petticoats 
under my full skirts and dresses, I had 
had a glimpse of the future. It was the 
sheath dress! My mother, who was always 
In fashion, reinforced my vision by 
Providing the wardrobe (unknowingly) as 
usual. At first, for a while, my feminine 
€80 was satisfied with the wearing of 4-6 
Pairs of men’s briefs under two pairs of 
Panties and a girdle. 


Then I began using bath towels to 
give fullness to hips and buttocks. Time- 
consuming as this was, it still was 
inadequate and unauthentic, but had to 
suffice for lack’ of anything better. But 
soon I] began to despair that I would 
forever be enslaved to the ritual of lugging 
around 6 pounds of dirty laundry wrapped 
around my "nether" regions under my 
pretty dresses! 


It was just at the point where I was 
almost at the end of my rope - or bath 
towels - that I discovered the magic and 
medicinal substance called foam rubber! 
At the risk of lengthening this article 
unnecessarily, I will merely describe the 
procedure which produced my result. J 
Started with a full length mirror and the 
girdle ad from a Sears catalog. Next came 
5 pieces of legal size paper and 5 pieces 
of 2 inch foam the same size. I added a 
felt tip pen and a new, single edge razor 
blade and sharp scissors. In the mirror I 
compared my body to the ladies’ in the ad 
and noted where fullness was required 
and where my own fullness needed to be 
de-emphasized. Holding the paper to my 
hip area and starting above the hip bone, 
I traced a long oval to mid thigh. What I 
got was rough, so I measured the length 
and width and drew a center line both 
ways and evened out the pattern from 
waist to split and provided a 4 inch 
tongue to tuck over my folded genitals 
and between my legs. The width was 
measured right to the crease where my 
inner thighs begin. 


For buttocks, I traced a teardrop 
pattern over each bun that measures from 
the small of my back to 3 inches below 
the fullest part of my own anatomy. This 
is the fullest part of the pad. Sideways I 
measured from split to where the hip 
pattern ends. It’s important that there is 
no distinct separation between all 5 pads 
so that they form a harmonious flow line 
with convex and concave surfaces 
approximating the female form. 
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After tracing the patterns onto the 
foam, adding an inch to their outlines, I 
cut out the foam. I stood above the foam 
when cutting and kept the blade 
absolutely straight! | Next, I began 
feathering the foam. But first I drew a 
smaller, identical pattern inside the 
original. This I left intact at its 2 inch 
thickness, and all feathering was done up 
to that pattern to achieve the desired 3- 
dimensional effect. When feathering, I 
started at the outside of the pattern and 
cut with short strokes while holding the 
foam at the cutting area with the other 
hand. J] thought it better to take off too 
little rather than too much. When the 
rough feathering was done I slipped on a 
pair of tights cut off a few inches above 
the knees. Into these I positioned the hip 
pads and pulled on a long leg girdle over 
the whole! After comparing notes with 
the girdle ad, I feathered some more until 
the contours were smooth and similar and 
authentic looking and viola! Instant 
curves! As an optional feature, to protect 
the foam from tearing, I covered each pad 
with the upper thigh section of super 
queen size stockings and fine stitched the 
openings. Lastly, I cut off the wide 
waistband of a smaller panty girdle and 
wore that in conjunction with the pads. 
Believe it or not, girls - it takes only a 
minute to don this foundation 
arrangement and it adds a full curvy 4 
inches to my hips, rearranging my figure 
(with a 36B bra) to a perfect 39-29-39! 


And while it is delightfully restrictive, 
it still allows for complete freedom of 
movement and never gets hot. 


As an added feature, it practically 
forces one to walk in a totally feminine 
manner without even trying! The hips 
rotate independently of the torso and it 
literally becomes one’s own body 
transformed. In high heels it’s practically 
guaranteed to earn a whistle or two. I 
ought to know! Have patience and faith. 
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DETERMINING YOUR BRA SIZE 


(With my breast prothesis business, 
I have done considerable research into 
this most important part of our 
feminine image. The information below 
is the result of that research and is 
taken from my catalog. Some chapter 
newsletters have, with permission, 
teproduced this article but many girls 
have asked me to send it to them in 
the MIRROR so it can be disseminated 
to a wider audience. I hope it is of 
help, especially to new members.) 


Prior to placing an order for what 
may be the most expensive investment 
you ever make in your quest for 
femininity, it is vital you determine 
what size brassiere is right for you. It’s 
actually rather easy, though you'd never 
know from the information you've read! 


The many catalogs that sell bras 
use, for the most part, two different 
methods of determining your proper 
bra band size. The first methods asks 
you to measure your chest under your 
breasts then add five (5) inches to 
obtain your bra size, ie. .. a 29" chest 
plus 5" is a size 34 bra. The second 
method asks you to measure your chest 
above your breasts and under your 
arms. This measurement is then your 
bra size. 


If you have tried either of these 
methods, you probably found they don’t 
work! A 38 B bra fits me perfectly, 
giving me a 41 1/2" bustline. By the 
first method, however, I should wear a 


44AAA bra, and by the second a 40 A 
bra! 


A lingerie dealer who specializes in 
Custom-fitted brassieres told me many 
Genuine Females have complained to 
her that those methods don’t work for 
them, either! She has no idea where 
the catalogs came up with such screwy 
measuring systems. She advised 
professional bra-fitters use the following 
method to determine band size: 

1. Measure your chest under your 
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breasts (where the bottom band of 
a bra normally sits on your chest). 


2. Measure your chest above your 


breasts and below your armpits. 


3. If the difference between the two 


measurements is two inches or less, 
the underbreast measurement (#1) 
is your bra size. If the difference 
is over two inches, you may want 
to try one size larger for comfort. 


4. If the underbreast measurement is 


an odd number, go to the nearest 
even bra size. 


Now that was simple wasn’t it? 
Well, almost. Now we must determine 
vhat cup size is right for you. The 
atalogs, in conjuction with the bogus 
-nformation they provide on 
determining your band size, provide 
charts to compare the band size with 
your actual  bustline, thereby 
determining your cup size. Great, but 
we don’t have bustlines to compare - 
that’s what we are trying to create! 


At this point, my personal 
experience must take over. Even the 
professional fitter couldn’t help much 
as she was not experienced with 
crossdressers. You can determine a 
close approximation of your proper cup 
size using the method shown below. 
You may find that, after trying a bra, 
you would like your breasts and your 
bustline to be slightly larger or smaller. 
If the bra fits well Otherwise, stay with 
the same band size and go up or down 
in cup size, 

Bra sizes 32 to 38. Slender build: A 

cup, Average build: B cup, Heavier 

build: C cup. 

2. Bra sizes 40 to 42. Average build: 
B cup, Heavier build: C cup to D 
cup. 

3. Bra sizes 44 to 46, Average build: 


C cup. Heavier build: D to DD 
cup. 


Please note when J speak of 


"BUILD", I am speaking of your male 
build. Personal preference will, of 
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course, also play a part. 


When trying a new size bra, pad 
the cups with tissue paper until they 
are 1/8 to 1/4 inch off the chest. | 
cannot emphasize this enough! (NOTE: 
This method of testing a bra will work 
with BACK HOOK UNDERWIRE 
BRAS ONLY! Soft-cup bras vary too 
much in shape to wear with any breast 
prothesis.) 


ARR AE 


There is one item of interesting 
information I would like to pass on to 
you which you will never find in any 
bra-sizing information published for 
GF’s. Why? Because, barring surgery, 
GF’s live their lives with the breasts 
Mother Nature gave them. We, on the 
other hand, can pick our breasts and 
change them any time we want. 


My best customer, Laurie, owns all 
four sizes of Simone foam forms and 
two pair of Nearly Me SUPER V 
silicone prostheses. She is also a "bra- 
aholic" and owns an unbelievable 
selection in many different sizes. 


Laurie tried an experiment one day 
and wrote to me with the results. She 
put on each pair of Simone forms and 
measured her bustline. She then put 
on her larger pair of SUPER V’s and 
did the same. What she discovered was 
that, wether she wore the tiny Simone 
"I’s" or the quite large Simone "4’s", 
her bustline only varied 1 1/2 inches! 
The "1’s" gave her a 46 inch bustline 
and the "4’s" a 47 1/2 inch bustline and 
her 38B SUPER V’s a 46 1/2 inch 
bustline. When I duplicated the 
experiment using identical Simone 
forms and my 36B SUPER V’s, my 
bustline ALSO varied only 1 1/2 inches: 
41 inches to 42 1/2 inches. 


These experiments tell us two 
things: #1. The primary factor in how 
big a girl’s bustline measurements will 


be IS NOT dependent on the size of 
her breasts but, rather on the diameter 
of the chest underneath the breasts. 
#2. While different size breasts vary 
greatly in area and overall mass, they 
vary FAR less in projection from the 


chest wall. 


The message I am trying to get 
across with the above is that "Sue’s" 
dress/blouse size is determined by 
"Sam’s" body, not "Sue’s" breasts! "Sue" 
can be flat chested or a real "Dolly 
Parton" and her clothing will probably 
vary by, at most, one size: 


A. Even though these __ fitting 
instructions may call for a different 
bra size than what you have been 
wearing, your dress size will 
probably not change. 

B. Do not assume that, by going to an 
extra-small prosthesis, you will be 
able to squeeze into an especialy 
small dress size. Your male body 
determines your size, not your 
breasts. 

C. Making a small mistake in deciding 
what size prostheses to buy won't 
cause you to have to throw out 
your whole wardrobe. At worst, 
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you will be only slightly bustier or 
slightly flatter than what you 
consider perfect - the same as any 
GF! 

D. Always remember you want breasts 
that are PROPORTIONAL to your 
body, the same as a GF your size. 
Look around, they ARE out there. 


Shopping: Let’s Be Reasonable 


As many of you have already 
experienced, shopping by mail order 
isn’t the wonderful experience it’s 
cracked up to be. It’s always a treat to 
look through the full-color catalog and 
think how cute you would look in the 
new outfits. 


You order, either by telephone or 
by mail and eventually your 
merchandise is shipped. Excitedly, you 
hurry to your hideaway to examine your 
purchases. You just can’t wait to try 
them on. 


Then comes the moment of truth. 
The pretty little olive chemise that 
looked so charming in the photograph 
is the color of an old GI shelter half, 
and fits just about the same way. Your 
waist is in the wrong place, your breasts 
are about six inches too high and it 
Tequires a pretty little rounded fanny 
that you'll never have. Size labels bear 
nO resemblance to the things you 
Normally wear, and you wind up 
disappointed and send the entire 
Package back. The majority of those 
Savings just went up in smoke to 
shipping charges and sales taxes and 
you're disappointed again. Damn! 


- Don’t get me wrong - mail order is 
Rae way to obtain certain things, 
See S not an answer in all cases. If it 
ee a for mail order, I’d be going 
Heh ere in my bare feet. Being the 
nee am, I'm on the preferred 

mer lists of quite a few firms and 


they keep me well supplied with 
catalogs. 


I’ve been a confirmed CD for years 
and have obtained clothing when and 
where possible. Only recently (after 
many years) have I ventured out to the 
world of the femme shopper. When I 
say femme shopper, I use the term very 
loosely because I’m one of the 
sisterhood who couldn't pass if I were 
held hostage in a Revlon factory by Liz 
Claiborne. My personal version of 
femme shopping consists of calling a 
few of the local business around town. 
I would then ask for the manager or 
the owner. Next, I would inform 
him/her I was interested in shopping in 
their place of business and explain why. 
I would then ask if they would consider 
making any special kind of 
arrangement, such as time, for me to 
come into their store. This is so not to 
have any kind of impact on their 
clientele. So far, as I will explain later, 
it’s worked fairly well. J always go 
dressed in my male clothing. That is 
due to the fact that I'd stick out like a 
sore toe if I tried to pass. Those of 
you who have passed and are good at 
it might want to try, but I would advise 
you to ask the owner or manager how 
they would prefer you to be dressed 
when you arrive at their store. 


Next, shopping for a bra, as you 
may have already experienced, is one of 
the most confusing experiences in our 
lives as crossdressers. The fitting charts 
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Celeste SC-2846-M 


are a joke (Measure around your rib 
cage and then add 5 inches. Then 
measure around the fullest part of your 
bust(?) and if the difference is 1 inch - 
A cup, 2 inches more - B cup, etc.) If 
I follow that procedure, I would be 
wearing a bra that would fit a Jersey 
cow. I guess the turning point was 
when I read the ad that says "9 out of 
10 women wear the wrong size bra." I 
thought, "If a women can’t figure it 
out, what chance can I possibly have?” 
The advertisement further urged a 
consultation with a fitter at one of the 
local department stores. 


After thinking about the benefits of 
a fitting and the countless ill-fitting 
bras, either stuffed into a drawer or 
thrown away as unwearable, I decided 
to seek out an expert fitter. I began by 
checking the Yellow Pages and making 
a list of places which advertised bras. 
Since I live in the buckle area of the 
Bible Belt, I didn’t think that I would 
have much of a chance. Most were 
specialty shops catering to women who 
had figure problems due to sizes, 
surgery, etc. I called, and in each case, 
asked to speak to the owner. Then, in 
as calm a voice as I could muster, I 
asked if they ever made special 
arrangements to sell bras to men. 
Surprisingly, no one screamed or cursed 
at me. In fact, one woman said that 
she had several male customers. We 
chatted a little and then J made an 
appointment to come in at closing time 


for my fitting. 
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I won't bore you with the details, 
but the fitting went wonderfully well. I 
was treated as a woman, even though I 
came dressed in my male clothing. The 
owner of the shop didn’t press for my 
name or my address. I used my femme 
nickname, which is "Cel." I bought 
several bras and sets of inserts. I left 
feeling exhilarated, a little giddy and 
very, very feminine. J can’t say that the 
bras fit better than those that I’d been 
buying because the fitter insisted on 
using the same confusing measuring 
technique (measuring around the rib 
cage and add 5 inches, then measure 
around the fullest part of the bust). 
That technique simply won’t work for 
the male chest. In short, I wound up 
buying the same size bra that I’d been 
buying for about ten years, instead of 
the "measured and fitted” size, which 
was just too big. 


In a few days, I dashed off a 
"Thank You" note to the owner and 
expressed my thanks for her taking 
time to see me. It worked! Now when 
I call, I have an identity and something 
of a welcome. The owner still says that 
she “accepts” the fact that some men 
wear women’s clothing, but she still 
doesn’t understand it. Maybe one day 
we'll have a philosophical discussion 
about it. 


Buoyed by my success, I thought 
that I might try the same tactic with 
clothing stores. Surprisingly, I found a 
few stores (clothing and shoes) where 
arrangements could be made, either 
before opening or right at closing time 
for appointments, to try on clothes and 
shop. Again, even though I haven't 
followed through (don’t have the right 
shoes) with going to the stores, I wrote 


For a sample issue, send $5.00 to P.O. Box 944, Woodla’ 
(Make check or money order payable to Kymberlei 
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a simple "Thank You" note to the 
owner. When I talked to her again, 
she seemed to welcome the business 
and have a genuine desire to help. 


There were also a few stores where 
I got shut out completely, but the 
positive responses made me think that 
most store owners or managers will be 
willing to accommodate the CD if the 
inquiry is made in a straightforward 
and non-threatening way. An 
interesting point about the "no" 
responses is with my own feclings. In 
this day of complete equality, I wonder 
what a GF’s response would be if she 
were shut out when attempting to 
purchase a man’s T-shirt (Heavens!) or 
a package of Jockey shorts (Definitely 
a Weirdo!). I’d be willing to bet a cold 
six-pack that the ACLU would probably 
be camped on the offending firm’s 
orstep the next morning - if they 
uited that long. (When you’re a CD, 
u-_can definitely identify with 
discrimination). 


If I were in the same position as a 
store owner or manager, I would 
certainly want to weed out the 
"Crazies." I believe that the "Thank 
You" note is extremely important; it 
lets people know that you really 
appreciate their taking time to try to 
understand your needs. I didn’t 
include a return address, since I didn’t 
particularly want a response. Even in 
the case of my bra fitter, she "accepted" 
me as a customer and was perfectly 
open and helpful, but she readily 
admits she doesn’t "understand." One 
of the things that many of us fail to do 
is to approach shopping from a logical 
viewpoint. Salespeople have a 


thankless job, and most don’t earn 
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princely sums in their jobs. Even 
though a customer may be well over six 
feet and a couple of hundred pounds, 
those salespeople may be more than 
willing to accommodate them if they’re 
reasonable and pleasant. Business has 
been especially bad this year and most 
businesses will welcome the chance of 
selling to a customer who’s serious 
about buying, regardless of their gender 
orientation. 


I would seck out the smaller stores 
rather than the Wal-Marts and other 
bigger department stores. If you find a 
willing proprietor or manager, you’re 
going to get better service and a lot 
more personal attention than you will 
competing with the bargain table 
shoppers. You might pay a few dollars 
more, but it will be worth it in many 
ways, and you'll probably make a friend 
or two along the way. The smaller 
stores are often more private and you 
won’t have to look continually over 
your shoulder to avoid running into 
someone you may know. A favorable 
reception at the smaller store is 
probably more likely because it cannot 
count on as large a customer base as 
the store in a large shopping center. 


I would also advise you to be as 
non-threatening as possible in your 
appearance while on shopping jaunts. 
After the people get to know you, they 
might welcome you in a pink tutu and 
thinestone heels, but wearing such a 
get-up on your initial visit will probably 
get you booted out on your can. 


By all means, take it easy! 


nd Hills cA 91365. 


Richards. 
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The Greater 


6 a gn 
t/Dance 
23, 24, 25 1993 


A Weekend of fun and fantasy: in the heart of Manhattan! 


i i re at the Days 
Three days and two nights of the sights and sounds of the Big Apple. aa eS teint anes a 
Inn, 57th St. and 10th Ave at a special rate of $79.00 per night plus are Re i cco tam 
night cocktail party and Manhattan Madness Bar Bus tour Saturday a ant ne and shopping with 
including Beauty Expert Jim Bridges and Muriel Olive’s Fem ene cae ee Party in NYC until 
special CD Shopper's guide. Saturday night will be the fabulous aN an 
the wee hours of the morning, then relive the night at the Sunday Morning 


i i is $50.00 per person. 
Registration fee for the event is $25.00, Bar bus tour is $15.00, and aS dinner dance ae f F 
The total package is $90.00 exclusive of hotel if payment is receive y 


Further information and reservation forms can be obtained from 


Linda Frank 
330 W45th Street 

Apt 3E 

New York, NY 10036 

(212) 765-3561 Mon-Thurs 6-10?M EST 
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(Editor’s Note: The following is reprinted from the Delta Chapter Chatter, September, 1992.) 


Tri-Ess to Be PETitioned to Start PACS Group 
(Pets Antagonized by Crossdressers) 


Recently my masters, Patricia 
and Shirley Kay, had an extended 
conversation with Chairman of 
the Board Jane Ellen Fairfax 
concerning the various runnings 
of the national organization and 
planning for the 1993 Holiday En 
Femme. During this conversation 
I paced furiously back and forth 
on the end table near the phone, 
vigorously voicing protest and 
trying to get a meow in edgewise 
to Ms. Fairfax. When my 
masters’ conversation with Jane 
Ellen finally ended, Patricia came 
upstairs and inquired from me 
just what my problem was and 
what message I had been so 
diligently trying to convey to Ms. 
Fairfax. Patricia received the 
following explanation: 


I have been very impressed 
with how Tri-Ess has historically 
provided for the needs of the 
heterosexual crossdresser. Then 
in 1989 Tri-Ess made the 
decision to include wives and 
partners in order to meet their 


needs in dealing with 
crossdressing. I feel that the 
adoption of the family 


Orientation in dealing with 
crossdressing has been a very 
progressive and positive thing for 
the organization and its 
membership. However, in the 
implementation of this expanded 
format I feel that a very large 
segment of the family unit has 
been ignored --namely, PETS. 
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Recently I have been 
receiving calls from other pects, 
here in Colorado and across the 
country, whose lives have been 
tragically affected by their 
masters’ crossdressing. These 
pets have been so desperate to 
contact someone who will listen 
and lend a supportive ear that 
they have secretly stolen my 
masters’ phone number and 
called me in order to talk. Their 

tories are heart wrenching. 


Here in Denver I received a 
call from Sam the dog. His 
owner, Donna, recently put him 
on a very restrictive diet. He 
voiced a complaint that he had 
nothing to wear to chapter 
meetings because all of Donna’s 
clothes were too small for his 
rather ample girth. "I want my 
own clothing allowance," he 
whimpered. 


Then there are the two cats 
who wished to remain 
anonymous, who expressed 
feelings of neglect and rejection 
when their master/mistress locks 
them out of the bedroom so 
he/she can dress en femme. 
"We're just tossed an old milk 
bottle cap and told to go play," 
they stated. 


These phenomena aren’t just 
occurring in Denver. Calls are 
coming in from all over the 
country. Spike in Ohio called in 
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by Smokey Da Cat 


tears, expressing great 
humiliation over being forced to 
wear pink bows, a rhinestone 
collar, and a billboard advertising 
breast prostheses for a well 
known vendor in that area. 


A Persian cat in Chicago 
called to ask if she were perhaps 
trans-specied because her master 
had used her to impersonate a 
white fox collar at one of Chi 
Chapter’s gala functions. She 
was worried because she liked it, 
and now occasionally wants to 
pretend she’s a fox. 


Another dog in Texas, whose 
identity must be protected due to 
her owner’s prominent position, 
complained that each time her 
mistress washes her wigs, the flea 
powder and dog _ brush 
mysteriously disappear and 
reappear. "I don’t mind if he 
borrows my things," she barked, 
"J just wish he would ask first! 
And, keep his hands off my 
diamond studded dog collar!" 


Perhaps one of the greatest 
injustices involves Brandy, a 
founding member of the FIESTA 
Chapter in New Mexico. Brandy 
has a perfect attendance record 
with the Chapter, better than her 
master’s! She has provided 
FIESTA with the best 
Neighborhood Watch protection 
available, and served many nights 
on kitchen detail cleaning up 


Jeftovers. But despite all her 
efforts sheis not eligible for a 
true membership in Tri-Ess. 
(Rumor has it she went to the 
vet for some elective surgery a 
few years back.) She is welcome 
at the meetings but cannot 
belong. She goes out of her way 
not to offend any of the wives or 
undermine Tri-Ess policies. 


I personally have experienced 
what comes close to physical 
abuse from my master/mistress 
because of his/her obsessive 
crossdressing behavior. I have 
repeatedly been bodily man 
(woman?)-handled out of the 
lingerie drawer as I have been in 
the middle of a long luxurious 
nap among the silkies. If 
Patricia can enjoy all the 
pleasantries of Joslin’s lingerie 
department--why should I be 
denied? Furthermore, I have 
been accused of disrupting my 
mistress’s crossdressing activities 
by meowing the wrong number 
of times, NOT ONCE BUT 
MANY TIMES!!! 


The list of abuses and 
atrocities is endless. Due to the 
family orientation, we cannot 
discuss the complaints from the 
poor sheep in Wyoming. This is 
why I intend to raise the money 
to attend the 1992 Holiday En 
Femme in Atlanta to address the 
Board of Directors with a 
Proposal to start a PACS (Pets 
Antagonized by Crossdressers) 
Network to address the needs of 
ALL pets involved in the gender 
Community. Membership won’t 
be limited simply to dogs and 
Cats but will be open to all 
Spécies-- fish, birds, iguanas, 
dinosaurs--- we will not 


discriminate!! If Tri-Ess is to 
continue to wave the flag of 
family orientation, then they 
must be made to see that we are 
a vital part of that family unit, 
and our needs must be met. We 
must pounce on their flag and 
make it our banner also. 


My house mates, Mauser Van 
Pussy (also a cat), and Zippo, 
Zoomer, and Zelda (the wonder 
fish), are chaircritters heading my 
fundraising and PETition drive. 
They are encouraging all pets of 
members of the gender 
community to unite their efforts 
in this PETition drive. Our 
PETition requesting inclusion in 
the membership of Tri-Ess will 
be presented to Jane Ellen 
Fairfax at the November Board 


Meeting. They are also 
collecting Puss-in-Boots and 
Mighty Dog labels in a 


fund-raising effort where these 
companies contribute $.10 for 
each label turned in. Stand up 
for your feline and canine rights! 
For further information contact: 


PACS 

P.O. Box 803 

EVERGREEN, CO 80439 
Meow! Meow! Meow! Ruff! 
Ruff! Blurp! 
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A Desperate Plea From 
Your 


Mirror Circulation 
Editor!! 


Obviously, if you are reading this, you have 
received your Summer 1992 Femme Mirror. 


The Spring 1992 Femme Mirror and the new 
Membership Directory were mailed out by 
Third Class Mail at Bulk Rate. This cost Tri- 
Ess $963.24 in Third Class Postage alone. 
(This does notinclude Canadian and overseas 
mailings.) Of the total number of pieces 
(1891) mailed at Bulk Rate, no less than 85 
pieces were returned with incorrect 
addresses! Some of these addresses had no 
forwarding address available, leaving us no 
means of contacting those sisters. On others, 
the Post Office thoughtfully provided us 
with a forwarding address. But, without 
authorization from the members involved, 
we cannot forward “sensitive” material that 
may compromise their security. 


So, if any of you changes your address, 
PLEASE let us know immediately! We do 
not automatically forward your Femme 
Mirror or Directory! 


Notify DonnaMartin, Membership Director, 
cloTri-Ess, P.O. Box 194, Tulare, CA 93275. 
Donnakeeps the computerized membership 
roster and generates the mailing labels we 
use in mailing the Mirror, 


Or, notify the Mirror directly at P.O. Box 
1105, Alief, TX 77411-1105. Just be sure 
you notify us somehow! 


And, if you hear another sister complaining 
that she has not received her Misror_or 
Directory, ask her if she has forgotten to 
notify us about her change of address. Please, 
sisters, when your Mirror doesn’t arrive, 
don’t blame Tri-Ess when the truth is, you 
hayen’t kept your address current. 


Please help us serve you better. 
Thank you. 


—Frances Fairfax 
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Regional Coordinators 


Region 1- New England States (Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts and New York) 

Coordinator: Lynda Frank 

P.O. Box 9192, Morristown, NJ 07960 


Region 2 - Middle Atlantic and Ohio Valley (Ohio, 
New Jersey, West Virginia, Virginia, D.C., Maryland, 
Delaware, Pennsylvania, and Michigan) 
Coordinator: Jennifer Higgins 

P.O. Box 954, Elyria, OH 44036 


Region 3- The Southeast (North and South 
Carolina, Kentucky, Alabama, Georgia, Florida and 
Tennessee) 

Coordinator: Robin Kieffer 

P.O. Box 11254, Memphis, TN 38111 


Region 4- The Mid-South Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Texas, Arkansas and Oklahoma) 

Coordinator: Samantha Wells 

P.O. Box 1021, Arlington, TX 7t 44 


Region 5- The Mid-West (Illinois, Indiana, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri and the 
Dakotas) 


Co-Coordinator: Naomi Owen 

P.O. Box 342, Chicago, IL 60690 & 
Co-Coordinator: Deanna Johns 

P.O. Box 40, Wood Dale, IL 60191-0040 


Region 6- Mid-Continental (Colorado, New Mexico, 
Wyoming, Montana, Utah, Kansas and Nebraska) 
Coordinator: Donna Turner, 
P.O. Box 562, Arvada, CO 80001 


Region 7- Pacific Northwest (Idaho, Washington, 
Oregon, Alaska, Alberta and British Columbia) 
Coordinator: Ellen Summers 


P.O. Box 230172, Portland, OR 97223 


Region 8- Southwest (California, Arizona, Nevada, 
and Hawaii) 

Coordinator: Joan Goodnight 

P.O. Box 1088, Yorba Linda, CA 92686 


Region 9- International 
Coordinator: Eve Burchert 
P.O. Box 1412, Barrington, IL 60010 


Region 10- Florida 
Coordinator: Gloria Jeanne 
P.O Box 7283, Vero Beach, FL 32961 


Chapter Petitions 


The Board of Directors has just received two 
Petitions from Eta Tau Chapter of San Antonio. 
These Petitions address the Board concerning the 
cost of attending the Holiday En Femme and of 
publishing the Membership Directory. They will be 
considered by the Board at the November Board 
Meeting. 


Jane Ellen Fairfax, Chairman of the Board, invites 
any Chapter with a concern or question to address 
it to the Board. All Chapters are also invited to 
send representatives to the Congress of 
Representatives Meeting at the Holiday En Femme. 
This is your chance to let your voices be heard! 
How can Tri-Ess better serve you? What new 
projects would you like to see your organization 
undertake? What would_you and_your chapter like 
to do for your sisters in Tri-Ess, or in the larger 
community? Let’s have your creative new ideas! 
How about it, ladies???? 


Alicia's Sash COS 


5405 Arrow Highway, #110 
Montclair, CA 91763 
(714) 931-1515 


Lingerie (Sizes Small - 4X) 
Full line of Clothing (Small - XL) 
Prosthesis 
(Nearly Me III & So Soft) 
Shoes (thru size 15) (3" & 5" heels) 
Accessories 


Visa & Mastercard Accepted 
Tuesday thru Saturday 1 pm to 9 pm 


Sunday 1 pm to 7 pm 
Closed Mondays 
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Tri-Ess Chapters and Forming Chapters 


Region 1 (New England) 


New York City Metro Area 
CHI DELTA MU 

P.O. Box 477, Co-Op Sta. 
Bronx, NY 10475 

Contact: Charlene NY-1756-C 


Niagara Falls NY Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Joan NY-2354-C 


Albany NY MetroArea 
LAMBDA CHI LAMBDA 
Contact: Sharon Ann Stuart 
Box 870, Oneonta NY 13820 
Phone: (607) 547-4118 


Region 2 (Ohio Valley and 
Middle Atlantic) 


Trenton, NJ Metro Area 

SIGMA NU RHO 

P.O. Box 9255, Trenton, NJ 08650 
Contact: Donna Marie NJ-2268-G 


Northern Ohio, West PA Area 
ALPHA OMEGA 

P.O. Box 954, Elyria, OH 44036 
Contact: Jennifer OH-2539-H 


Toledo, OH Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Ronda OH-2499-M 


Gouldsboro, PA Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Sue PA-2164-C 


Erie, PA Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Pamela PA-3132-D 


Charleston, WV Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 

Box 2322, Huntington, WV 25724 
Contact: Tabetha Ann WV-2302-T 


Region 3 (Southeast) 


Charlotte, NC Metro Area 

KAPPA BETA 

P.O. Box 12101, Charlotte, NC 28220 
Contact: Correspondence Secretary 


Winston-Salem NC Metro Area 
FORMING GROUP 

Contact: Carol NC-2617-B 
Richmond VA Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Christina VA-2250-S 


Atlanta, GA Metro Area 
SIGMA EPSILON 

P.O. Box 272 

Roswell, GA 30077-0272 
Contact: Linda FL-9004-N 


Huntsville, AL Metro Area 

SIGMA RHO GAMMA 

P.O. Box 16174, Huntsville AL 35802 
Contact: Michelle AL-3083-T 


Memphis, TN Metro Area 

MU SIGMA 

P.O. Box 61, Jonesboro, AR 72403 
Contact: Danielle AR-3246-S 


Knoxville, TN Metro Area 
PHI CHI 
Contact: Lori TN-2402-M 


Region 4 (Mid-South) 


Dallas/ Ft. Worth, TX Metro Area 
DELTA OMEGA 

P.O. Box 1021, Arlington, TX 76004 
Contact: Samantha TX-1435-W 
Phone: (817) 429-1929 


Houston, TX Metro Area 
TAU CHI 

P.O. Box 1105, Alief, TX 77411 
Contact: Jane TX-1757-M 
Phone: (713) 988-8064 


Austin/ San Antonio, TX Metro Area 


ETA TAU 


P.O. BOX 17, BULVERDE, TX 78163 


Fall 1992 


CONTACT: Cynthia Phillips 
Phone: (512) 438-7604 


Amarillo, TX Metro Area 
ALPHA CHI 

Box 50266, Amarillo,TX 79159 
Contact: Michelle TX-3260-R 


New Orleans, LA Metro Area 
TRI DELTA CHI 
Box 870213, New Orleans, LA 70187 


Jackson, MS Metro Area 

BETA CHI 

P.O. Box 31253, Jackson, MS 39206 
Contact: Lee Frances MS-2125-H 


Ft. Sill, OK Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Regina OK-2222-R 
Shawnee, OK Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Diane OK-2889-F 


Region 5 (Mid-West) 


Chicago, IL Metro Area 

CHI 

P.O. Box 40, Wood Dale, IL 60191 
Contact: Deanna IL-1155-B 
Phone: (708) 364-9514 


Minneapolis, MN Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Ann MN-1560-B or 
Sofronia Ann MN-3264-G 


Region 6 (Mid-Continental) 


Denver, CO Metro Area 
DELTA 

Box 803, Evergreen, CO 80439 
Contact: Patricia CO-2777-K 


Salt Lake City, UT Metro Area 
ALPHA RHO 

Box 26711, Salt Lake City, UT 84126 
Contact: Kimberly NV-2781-K 


New Mexico, So. Colorado, W. Texas 
PHI (FIESTA) 
8200 Montgomery NE #241 
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Albuquerque, NM 87109 
Contact: Janet NM-1633-D 


Kansas City, MO Metro Area 
KAPPA GAMMA MU 

P.O. Box 98, Belton, MO 64012-0098 
Contact: Jennifer MO-3301-W 
Phone: (816) 322-4009 


Region 7 (Northwest) 


Calgary, Alberta Metro Area 
PHI SIGMA 

Box 40523, 929 42nd Ave. S.E. 
Calgary, AB 12G 5G8, Canada 
Contact: Sarah FCAB-2465-G 


Moscow, ID Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Laurie ID-1704-W 


Pocatello, ID Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Vickey ID-3352-H 


Eugene, OR Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Debra Kim OR-1731-K 


Seattle, WA Metro Area 
OMEGA ALPHA 

Box 876, Stanwood, WA 98292 
Contact: Michelle WA-2630-H 


Vancouver, BC Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Dana FCBC-1929-H 


Region 8 (Southwest) 


Los Angeles, CA Metro Area 
ALPHA 

Box 36091, Los Angeles, CA 90036 
Contact: Virginia Prince 

Phone: (213) 876-6141 


Orange County, CA Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Tamara Limni 

Box 188, Orange CA 92666 


Tulare, CA Metro Area 

TRI CHI 

P.O. Box 194, Tulare, CA 93275 
Contact: Carol CA-1012-B 
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Sonoma County, CA Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Janette CA-2880-C 


Santa Cruz/Monterey Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Fran CA-1282-V 


Eureka, CA Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Lois CA-2148-M 


Phoenix, AZ Metro Area 

ALPHA ZETA : 

P.O. Box 24459, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Contact: Samantha AZ-3148-C 


Reno/Carson City/S.Lake Tahoe NV 
SIGMA SIGMA BETA 

"Sierra Silver Belles" 

Address as: §.S.B. Chapter, 

Box 19933, S. Lake Tahoe, CA 96151 
Contact: Radene NV-2653-R 


Honolulu, HI Metro Area 
FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Tracy HI-3102-R 


Region 9 (International) 


Ottawa, ON Metro Area 

TAU NU (Gender Mosaic) 
P.O. Box 7421 

Vanier, ON KIL 8E4, Canada 
Contact: Natalie FCON-2975-B 


Region 10 (Florida) 


Orlando, FL Metro Area 
PHI EPSILON MU 

P.O. Box 3261 

Winter Park, FL 32790 
Contact: Denise FL-2746-S 


Miami, FL Metro Area 


FORMING CHAPTER 
Contact: Linda FL-3252-C 
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Tri-Ess Board of Directors 


Executive Director 
Carol Beecroft 
P.O. Box 194, Tulare, CA 93275 


Treasurer 
Virginia Prince 
P.O. 36091, Los Angeles, CA 90036 


Chairman of the Board 
Jane Ellen Fairfax 
P.O. Box 1105, Alief, TX 77411-1105 


Vice-Chairman of the Board 
Naomi Owen 
P.O. Box 342, Chicago, IL 60690 


Membership Director 
Donna Martin 
P.O. Box 194, Tulare, CA 93275 


Director of Chapter Development 
Marlene 
P.O. Box 4067, Visalia, CA 93278 


Co-Director, Wives & Partners 
Cynthia Phillips 
P.O. Box 17, Bulverde, TX 78163 


Co-Director, Wives & Partners 
Linda Peacock 
P.O. Box 7241, Tallahassee, FL 32314 


Co-Director, Big Sister Program 
Patricia Kennedy 
P.O. Box 803, Evergreen, CO 80439 


Co-Director, Big Sister Program 
Shirley Kay 
P.O. Box 803, Evergreen, CO 80439 


Communications Director 
Michelle Lee 
P.O. Box 876, Stanwood, WA 98292 


Secretary 
Frances Fairfax 
P.O. Box 1105, Alief, TX 77411-1105 


Directors 
Kathy Helms 
P.O. Box 411352, Eagle Rock, CA 
90041 
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Lynda Frank 
P.O. Box 9192, Morristown, NJ 07960 
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Fifth Annual 
Texas “I” Party 
"Tea for Two” 


February 26" - 28", 1993 
in San Antonio, Texas 


Donna E. Mobley 
P.O. Box 13085, San Antonio, TX 
78213 


Ge 


A fun weekend for cross-dressers, 
their families and friends 
Come for: 
o a weekend to dress with the girls 
© the Texas sun and warm weather 
© the activities, the outings 
© meet friends, new and old 


write to: Texas “I” Party 
P.O. Box 700042 
San Antonio, TX 78270 


or call: (512) 545-3668 
(Wednesdays 7:00pm - 9:30pm CT) 
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ESPECIALLY FOR ME 


A Unique Boutique for the Sophisticated Crossdresser 


eee 
* Shoes & Boots to 15 WW 
Have you seen the latest from J.M.D.C.? ¥ Silicone Breast Forms 


Our 1992 edition of the Crossdressersa : erecta Hosiery Thru SEAN 
is z othing Thru Size 26 1/2 
International Shopping Cuide is the STOO eee Ee 
most comprehensive reference book Of “i Victeriant Come 
it’s kind. The Shopping Cuide has size 
Charts plus articles to 
help you get the correct * Chemical Mair Removal Treatments (Permanent) 
fit. The 1991 edition has |!% i * Iie Vos Coralisionets Loria 
a shoe sizing chart for : * Photo Identification Cards 
A * CATALOGS AVAILABLE $3.00 
éizes 4AA thru 16EEE! 3 ae 
The Crossdressers "3 A Relaxed Shopping Atmosphere with Helpful Sales Staff & Private Dressing Rooms 
Quarterly continues to So You Can TRY Before You BUY 
| inform, educate and Monday » Sarurday 11.00 am 11-00 pm, Sundav 1 00 pm - $.00 pm 
| entertain with articles 959-C N. Central Ave. Upland, CA 91786 « 
On fashion, beauty, and news. a e 


* Cosmetics - Beard Cover - Skin Care Products 


es 


10 min trom Ontano Airport 


VISA 
=o 
The Quarterly is available by subscription so 


$ : “ Shop in Person - By Phone - Mail ~ 
that you don’t have to miss a single issue! 


: A AH Phones 714-946-0251 24 He. Fax 714-946.5500 
NEW! Make-Up & Beauty, the first boot in our Every 

Cirls Companion series. A complete, comprehensive 
Makeup and beauty guide for crossdressers, no 


exuetiencelneeded MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS 


The JMPG line of quality books for crossdressers is available y WI —— GROUND y GROUND peseoera 
from your retailer or by mail from: JMPG, P.O. Box 7217, sur UBS OIA Bi On AM 2 
Burbank, CA. 91510-7217, USA. Write for a price list and Se : 

ordering information. 


Orders of in stock merchandise shipped the same doy! 


The New Voice of the 


“sna international Transgendered 
Community 


International Volume 1 + Number 4 © October 1991 


International TranScript is on the cutting-edge of gender communication. Each 
issu Is filled with stories, interesting photos, regional reports, and interna- 
tional news. IU’s timely, informative, and its fun! 


ITS features include cross-gender living, arts reviews, sci-fi reviews, photo 
essays, in-depthinterviews with community leaders, political commentary and 
the only TV/TS-oriented shopping review column anywhere. ITS is a platform 
for many voices both from within and outside the transgendered world. 


ITSis published six times ayear, onschedule. That’s our solemn promise to you. 
So, plug into the world-wide community with International TranScript. 


Single issue 
6 Issue U.S. subscription 


Canada & Mexico subscriptions .... : 
Overseas subscriptions ........4......... = sereeee $64.00 


CDS 
PO Box 61263 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 


CD DILEMMAS: A DANCER'S CAREER -- ONE "SORE SPOT" —- 


A dancer's career is demanding and tough. 

My dear, grace and beauty are more than just fluff. 
You know the routines and you stay at your prime, 
Or you'll never make it into the big-time. 


I've danced 'round the world, from far East to far West, 
From burlesque to ballet, performed with the best. | 
Las Vegas to Paris and Folies-Bergére, 

From movies to Rockettes, I've worked everywhere. 


I love all the makeup I put on my face. ———_.. eZ eS | 
And costumes, from g-strings to tutus of lace, : ‘ 

Erotically, smoothly caressing my skin, | 
Give glorious feelings as I leap and spin. 


A showgirl, a stripper, a tap dancer too, 

A cute ingénue who stars in a Revue, 

Premiére ballerina -- the feminine lead 

In precious old "Swan Lake" -- I'm famous indeed. 


A citified woman, no fears or "guilt" pains, \ 
I'm happy and free -- but one "sore spot" remains: \ 
When I go back home, my proud Mother and Dad \ 

Still say I'm the best son that they could have had. 


Welcome 
home 
son —— ¢ 


mi i 
Oa i — aa 
oes Ralph! 
ONS Ralph! 


‘it 


Paula (WI-2507-M) 


missed you, 
dear bo 
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